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Although the bishops of Egypt requested that Constantine be involved in this trial in Mel. 32, that did not
happened. So Athanasius took it upon himself to approach Constantine in person to request that this trial

be held before him. His pleas did not go unheard, as Constantine requested the entire Council to go to his
court that he may hold a hearing. However, the Eusebians would prevent other bishops from meeting with
Constantine, and there they would only lay before the emperor the charge that Athanasius would withhold
corn shipments from Egypt to the rest of the empire. This angered Constantine so much so that he exiled
Athanasius to Gaul.

The Greek text below is that of Opitz as found in AW 2.4:86. The English translation has been adapted
from NPNF? vol. 4, pp. 145-146 by SMT for FCC.

The derivative translation below is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.

Nuene Kawvetavtivos Méyiotos Zefaotdg Toig év Constantine, Victor, Maximus, Augustus, to the
Thpw cuvelbolioy Emaxdmolg. Bishops assembled at Tyre.

I know not what the decisions are which you
Eyw pev dyvod, Tiva éotl & Omd Tii¢ duetépag have arrived at in your council amidst noise and
guvédou peta BophPou xal xeiwdvos xpibévta, doxel tumult; but somehow the truth seems to have
0¢ mws Ud Tvog dtakiag Tapaywdous ¥ dAnbela been perverted in the consequence of certain
dieatpddbat, Hudv dnrady dic Ty mpds Tovg mAnaiov | confusions and disorder, in that you, through
épeayehlay, iy anrryTov elvar Poldeabe, & T6 Oedd your mutual contentiousness which you are
GpeaxovTa Wl TUVOPOVTW@Y. resolved should prevail, have failed to perceive

what is pleasing to God.

However, it will rest with Divine Providence to
disperse the mischief which manifestly is found
to arise from this contentious spirit, and to show
plainly to us, whether you, while assembled in
that place, have had any regard for the truth,
and whether you have made you decisions

Gl Eotau i Belag mpovoiag Epyov xal & THg
drhovexiag TadTng xaxa davepids aAdvTa
daaxeddoat xal Niv diappydny émoetéal el Tva T
andeiag adtéb cuveAbovtes emonjoacde dpovtida xal
el o xexprpéva xwpls TIvog xapitos xal amexfeiag

explvare. uninfluenced by either favor or enmity.
Toryapoliv Nmerypevws mavtag Hpbs mpds THY iy Therefore I wish you all to assemble with all
cuvelbely ebaéPeiay BovAopat, va THY TGY speed before my piety, in order that you may
memparypevewy UiV axpifeay O Hudv adtéy render in person a true account of your
TaPATTYTYTE. proceedings.
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Tivog 0% évexev Tadta ypdat mpdg bubs edixainoa
xal Vpls Tpds Euautov ot Tol ypauuatos xald, éx
TGV Emopévwy yvwaoeade.

The reason why I have thought good to write
thus to you and why I summon you before me
by letter, you will learn from what [ am going to
say.

émPBalvovtl pot Aoimov THg Emwvipov Nudv xal
mavevdaipovos matpidos T Kwvotavtivoundiews
(ouvéPave 8¢ Tvixadta €d° Immov dyelobar) égaidvng
AbBavdaiog 6 émioxomog év uéoy TH Aewdopw neta
ETépwy TV, olg mepl adTdv elyev, dmpoadbunTog
oltws TpoaFiABey, d¢ xal mapéye éxmAyEews
adopunv.

As I was entering on a late occasion our all-
happy home to Constantinople, which bears our
name (I chanced at the time to be on
horseback), all of a sudden the Bishop
Athanasius, with certain others whom he had
with him, approached me in the middle of the
road, so unexpectedly as to occasion me much
amazement.

napTupel ot yap 6 mavtwy Ebopog Beds g 0v0E
émyvévar adtov SaTis Ny, mapd T TpwTny S
AOuUVNOnY, el W) TGV Nuetépwy Tivés, xal SaTic v xal
™Y adixiav Av mémovhe, dupynoacbal muvbavouévorg,
Womep eixds, ATAYyelAay HUIV.

God, who knows all things, is my witness, that |
should have been unable at first sight even to
recognize him had not some of my attendants,
on my naturally inquiring of them, informed me
both who it was, and under what injustice he
was suffering.

éyw wev olv ofite dmAéyOny adtd xat éxelvo xaipod
oUTe biAiag xovwvnoa. wg 0& xelvog v
axouabijvar niov, éyd 8¢ mapyToluny xal wixpol Jeiv
amedatvesBar adTOV éxéleuoy, ueta mAeiovog
mappyoiag 000EV ETepov EquTd Tap NV 7 THY
Opetépay ddiéw HElwoey Omdp&at, tva Hudv Tapdytwy
& mémovbev avayxaiwg dmodvpacdal duvnbi.

I did not however enter into any conversation
with him at that time, nor grant him an
interview; but when he requested to be heard I
was refusing, and all but gave orders for his
removal; when with increasing boldness he
claimed only this favor, that you should be
summoned to appear, that he might have an
opportunity of complaining before me in your
presence of the ill-treatment he has met with.

Smep émeidy) elihoyov elval pot xal Tois xapols mpémov
xatedbalveto, aouévws Talta ypadijval mpog buds
npogetata, va mhvtes, oot TV aivodov Ty év Tpew
yevouévny avemAnpwoarte, avumepfétws eig T
oTpatémedov TH éuiic Nuepbtyros émelybiite Tolg
Epyots adTois émdelfovtes TO TH UpeTépas xploews
xafapdv Te xal ddiaatpodov ém’ Euol OnAady, dv Tol
Beoll elvar ywiaiov Bepdmovta 008" &v Oyeis
apvyBeinte.

As this appeared to me to be a reasonable
request and suitable to the times, [ willingly
ordered this letter to be written to you, in order
that all of you who constituted the council
which was held at Tyre, might hasten without
delay to the court of my clemency, so as to
prove by facts that you had passed an impartial
and uncorrupt judgment. This, I say, you must
do before me, whom not even you will deny to
be a true servant of God.

Toryapolv o1& Tiig eufic mpog Bedv Aatpeiag Ta
mavtayod elpyvedetal xal é@v BapBapwy adTidy TO
ol Oe0l Bvopa yynaiwg eddoyolvtwy, of uéxpt viv ™y
aMiBeiav Ryvéouy: dfiAov 0t 8Tt 6 TV aARBelav dyvodiv
000t ToV Bedv émywwoxel.

For indeed through my devotion to God, peace

is preserved everywhere, and the name of God

is truly worshiped even by the barbarians, who

have hitherto been ignorant of the truth. And it

is manifest, that he who is ignorant of the truth,
does not know God either.

ANV s, xaba mpoelpnTat, xal of BapPBapot viv or’
gue tov Beol Oepamovta yvnatov éméyvwaay Tov Bedy
xal eV afeiobar uepddnxav, 8v Omepaomiley pov
mavtayol xal mpovoelabat Tols Epyots avtols fiobovto:
60ev udAioTa xat ioact Tov Beby, Oy éxelvor puév o Tov
mpdg Nbs dbPov ebAafolvral, Nuels 08 ol Ta dyla
puotrpla Tiis edpeveiag adTol doxodvTeg

Nevertheless, as I said before, even the
barbarians have now come to the knowledge of
God, by means of me, His true servant, and
have learned to fear Him whom they perceive
from actual facts to be my shield and protector
everywhere. And from this chiefly they have
come to know God, whom they fear through the




mpoBaMeabdar (o0 yap av eimout durdTTew), Nuels,
dnui, 000ev mpaTTOKEY % T TPdS OLydvolay xal Wioog
cuvTelvovta xal amAd eimely Ta mpdg SAebpov Tol
avlpwmivou yévoug Eyovta THv avadopav.

dread which they have of me. Be we, who are
supposed to set forth (for I will not say to
guard) the holy mysteries of His Goodness, we,
I say, engage hatred, and, in short, whatever
contributes to the destruction of mankind.

5 y 2 s \ ’ 1 (Y
aM\ émeixOnre, xaba mpoelpyTat, mpog Nuds,
omouddoaTE MAVTES 1) TAYOS MEMEITUEVOL ()G TaVTL
cBével xatopbioat melpacopat, 6mwe év ¢ vouw Beol
tabta ealpétug ddidmTwTta GuALTTYTAL, 0l¢ 0UTE
Yéyos olite xaxodoia i duvioeTal mpoomAaxijvat,
dtaoxedacbévtwy onAady) xal cuvtptBévtwy dpdny xal
TaVTeEAGS adaviaBévtwy Tév ExOpdv Tol vopov,
olTwveg €ml mpoayHuatt Tob aylov dvéuatog motxidag

\ 4 4 4
xal Oladdpous Bracdnuias Tapeyouat.

But hasten, as I said before, and all of you with
all speed come to us, being persuaded that I
shall endeavor with all my might to amend what
is amiss, so that those things especially may be
preserved and firmly established in the law of
God, to which no blame nor dishonor may
attach; while the enemies of His holy name
bring in manifold and numerous blasphemies,
shall be scattered abroad, and entirely crushed,
and utterly destroyed.

Created by SMT

Last updated 04/10/2025 JTS




