Clergy of Mareotis to Philagrius Prefect of Egypt (CPG 2123.26)
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Date: 8 September 335

Greek Text: Athanasius, Apol. Sec. 76

English Translation: NPNF? vol. 4, p. 140, adapted for FCC by SMT

This letter is a more truncated version of Mel. 28. This letter is addressed to Philagrius, Prefect of Egypt,
and the Controller as mentioned in Mel. 27. In response to the commission to Mareotis leaving Macarius
behind, the clergy at Mareotis took it upon themselves to write a testimony to the Council of Tyre
asserting that the charge that Athanasius and Macarius broke a chalice is false. They further explain that
Ischyras, the accuser, was never an ordained minister.

The Greek text below is that of Opitz as found in AW 2.4:76. The English translation has been adapted
from NPNF? vol. 4, p. 140 by SMT for FCC.

The derivative translation below is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.

Dhafiw Pdaypiw xal Prafiw TTaladiw
douxtvapiw malative xovpiiow xal Prafin
Avtwvive Brapyw xevtyvapiow TEY xuplwy Hou @Y
Aapmpotatwy émapywy Tol lepol mpalTwpiov Tapa
TéV TpeaPuTépwy xal dtaxdvwy Tol MapewTou,
vopol T xabolixdis éxxnaiag THs UTO TOV
aideaipatatov émioxomov Abavaatov: did Tév €&
UToypaddvTwy TAdE HapTupolpevol EmLoLdda ey

To Flavius Philagrius, and to Flavius Paladius,
Ducenary, Officer of the Palace, and Controller,
and to Flavius Antoninus, Commissary of
Provisions, and Centenary of my lords the most
illustrious Prefects of the sacred Praetorium,
these from the presbyters and deacons of the
Mareotis, a nome of the catholic Church which is
under the most reverend Bishop Athanasius, we
address this testimony by those whose names are
under-written.

"Eme10y) Oedyviog xal Mapts xal Maxeddviog xal
Oeddwpos xal Ovpoaxtog xat OvdAng tg
ATOTTAAEVTES UTO TAVTWY TWV EMITROTWY TV
cuvelBévtwy év Tf Tlpw amivTyoay év Tf NueTépe
mapoixia daoxovtes Evtords eidndéval, ws (tiioal
TWe HOMTIaoTIG TpdypaTe, v ois ENeyov xal
mepl moTVplov xuptaxol xexdaouévouv UmofAnbevtog
avTois vmd Toypa, 6v Ayayov wueb éavtdv, Aéyovtos
autdv elvar mpéoPuTepov, O olx EoTt mpeaBuTepog,

Whereas Theognius, Maris, Macedonius,
Theodorus, Ursacius, and Valens, as if sent by all
the bishops who assembled at Tyre, came into our
Diocese alleging that they had received orders to
investigate certain ecclesiastical affairs, among
which they spoke of the breaking of a cup of the
Lord, of which information was given them by
Ischyras, whom they brought with them, and who
says that he is a presbyter, although he is not, —

Omd yap KoAovbou toli mpeofutépou dpavtaahévrog
¢moxom)v xal Uotepov Umd xowijs cuvédou ‘Oaiov
xal TV oLy adT@ émoxémwy xeheuadevtog
mpeaPutépou elvat, xabd xal mpdrepov v, xaTeaTdby
xal xata dxorovdiay wavtee of Umd KoMovbou
xatactabévtes avédpapov eis TOV alTdV ToMOV, €l v
xal mpéTepov Noav, G xal adTds Toylpags Aaxds

for he was ordained by the Presbyter Colluthus
who pretended to the episcopate, and was
afterwards ordered by a whole council, by Hosius
and the bishops that were with him, to take the
place of a presbyter, as he was before; and
accordingly all that were ordained by Colluthus
resumed the same rank which they held before,
and so Ischyras himself proved to be a layman;
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b4 3] 4 bI4 b 4 1 A
@by, Av Te Aéyer Exew éxxnoiay, undt mwmoTe
éxxnaiay yeyevijobat, dM olxnTixov olxnudtiov
uixpdv dpdavol matdiov Toiwvos Tolvoua, —

and the church which he says he has, never was a
church at all, but a quite small private house
belonging to an orphan boy of the name Ision —

xal o1& Tot TolTo T§0e Tfj Otapaptupia éxpnoaueda
gmopxifovtés e xata Tol mavroxpdtopos Beoli xal
xata Tév deomotdv Nuiv Kwvetavtivou Tol
AdyovaTou, xal Tév émbavertatwy Katodpwy
maidwy avtod Talta adtd eis Yvéiow Gveveyxeiv Tf
eboefPela adTidv. olte yap mpeoPiTepds éot THg
xafoAixijs exxdnoiag olte éxxAnoiay Exel olte moTE
moTHplov éxAaady, aMa mavta Peddetarl xal
TAQTTETAL.

for this reason we have offered this testimony,
adjuring you by Almighty God, and by our Lords
Constantine Augustus and the most illustrious
Caesars his sons, to bring these things to the
knowledge of their piety. For neither is he a
presbyter of the catholic Church nor does he
possess a church, nor has a cup ever been broken,
but the whole story is false and an invention.

vmatela Tovdiov Kwvatavtiov Tol Aapmpotatou
4 3 ~ ~ 3 A 4
natpixiov Goerdol Tol eboePeotdtou Baoiiéwg
Kwvatavtivov Tol Adyodatou xal Povdivou
AXBivov TéV AapmpotdTwy, Owd dexaty.

Dated in the Consulship of Julius Constantius the
most illustrious Patrician, brother of the most
religious Emperor Constantine Augustus, and of
Rufinus Albinus, most illustrious men, on the
tenth day of the month Thoth [September §].
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