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Upon the death of Alexander in 328, Athanasius was elected as bishop of Alexandria. This gave
Eusebius of Nicomedia and the supporters of Arius a chance to reset the situation in Egypt. They
pressured Constantine, still eager to achieve complete unity in the church, to pressure the new bishop
to give Arius a second chance. Therefore, he wrote this letter likely under the influence of Eusebius of
Caesarea. Athanasius' refusal subsequently led to an alliance between the Arians and Melitians.

The Greek text below is that of Opitz as found in AW 2.4:59.6. The English translation has been
adapted from NPNF? vol. 4, p. 137 by SMT and JTS for FCC.

The derivative translation below is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.

Mcépog ématoliic ol Baotdéws Kwvotavtivou

Part of a letter from Emperor Constantine

... "Exwv Tolvuv s eufic Bouloews To yvwplopa
amaat Tolg Povlopévols eig ™ éxxdnaiay
eloelBely dxdAutov Tapaayou T elcodov. éav
Yap yvé wg xexwAvxds Tvag adTEY TS
énolag uetamolovpévous 3 amelp§as Tii
elo6dov, AmooTENG Tapaypiia TOV xal
xabaipoovtd oe €€ Eufic xehedoews xal T6v
TOTWY UETATTHIOVTA ...

Having therefore knowledge of my will, grant
free admission to all who wish to enter into the
Church. For if I learn that you have hindered or
excluded any who claim to be admitted into
communion with the Church, I will immediately
send someone who shall depose you by my
command, and shall remove you from your
place.
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