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3.17.1 Kovotavtivog Nikntig Méyiotog
2ePaotog Toic EkKAnciog.

3.17.1 Constantine Augustus, to the churches.

[eipav LaPov €k TG T@V Kowvdv eumpaiog, don
¢ Belog dvvapewc TEPuKe Yapig, TODTOV TPO Ve
TAVTOV EKPVaL EIVOL LOL TPOGTKELY GKOTIOV, 8T0C
TP TOTG LOKAPIOTATOLS THG KOBOAKTC
gxrkAnoiog mAnbeot mioTig pio Kol elAKpIVIG
Ayamn OLOYVOU®V TE TEPL TOV TTayKpoth] B0V
gvoéPeta tnpijtot.

Having had full proof, in the general prosperity of
the empire, how great the favor of God has been
towards us, I have judged that it ought to be the
first of my endeavors that unity of faith, sincerity
of love, and community of feeling in regard to the
worship of Almighty God, might be preserved
among the highly favored multitude who compose
the catholic church.

3.17.2 &AL’ dmedn) Todto ody oldov T° fv kAvi
kol BePaiov ta&v AaPeiv, &l un, gic TaToOV
TAVTOV OOV T TAV YOOV TAEIOV®V EMCKOTWOV
oLVEMBOVTOV, EKAGTOL TV TPOCKOVI®V Ti)
aylotartn Opnokeia S10Kp1o1g YEVOLTo, TOVTOV
gvekev mieiotov 66mV cuvabpoicBéviav (Kol
avTOC 88 Kabdmep gig & VUMV ETOYYAVOV
GUUTTAPOV" 0D YA dpvneaiuny &v, o’ @ paoto,

3.17.2 Since this could not be effectively and
absolutely ensured, unless all, or at least the
greater number of the bishops were to meet
together, and a discussion of all issues relating to
our most holy religion to take place; for this
reason as numerous an assembly as possible has
been convened, at which I myself was present
among you. And far be it from me to deny that




Yaip®, cuvlepdmwy VUETEPOG TEQPLKEVAL), dyPt
TOGOVTOL UmavTo TG TPOCNKOVONC TETOYNKEY
8EeThoEmC, Gypic oV 1 TG TAVTOV EPOpm DD
APECKOVGO YVOUT TPOG TV THG EVOTNTOC
oLVUPOVIaY gic MG TPoNyON, MG UNdev ETL TPOC
dyovolay 1 miotemg aupioPfritnoty droAeinesOar.

which is my greatest joy, that I am your fellow-
servant! Every question received due and full
examination, until that judgment which God, who
sees all things, could approve, and which tended
to unity and concord, was brought to light, so that
no room was left for further discussion or
controversy in relation to the faith.

3.18.1 "EvOa kai mepi tig T0D mhoyo ayimtdng
NuUépag yevopévng noewg, £60Ee Ko yvoun
KOAGDG Exetv €Ml WG HUEPOC TAVTAG TOVG
amovtoyol EmTeElEly. Ti yop NUIv KGAAoV, Ti 08
oeuvoTtepov LILapENL dSuVNIGETOL TOD TV E0PTIV
TV, Tap’ NG TV tiig dOavaciog siAqpauey
€Amida, il taéet Kol pavepd Aoym mapd Tacy
adomTdTOG PUAGTTEGOOL;

3.18.1 At this meeting the question concerning the
most holy day of Easter was discussed, and it was
resolved by the united judgment of all present,
that this feast ought to be kept by all and in every
place on one and the same day. For what can be
more suitable or honorable to us than that this
feast from which we date our hopes of
immortality should be observed unfailingly by all
alike, according to one determined order and
arrangement?

3.18.2 xai mpdTov pev avaélov E5ofev stvor TV
aylotaty ékeivny Eoptny i) @V Tovdaicnv
£mouévoug cuvnbeig TAnpodv, ol Tag EovTdV
YEIPOG AOEUIT® TANUUEAN LATL XPAVOVTEG EIKOTOC
TAG YOOGS Ol UIepol TVQADTTOVGLY. EEEGTL YOp TOD
gxelvav £0voug amopindévioc aanbectépa taet,
fiv €k TpdNG TOD WaOoVE NUEPAS APl TOD
TOPOVTOG EPLAAENEY, Kol €L TOVG LEAAOVTOG
aidvog TV T EMTnpNoems TadTNG GLUTANPOCLY
éxtetvecBat. pndev toivov €6Tm MUV KOWOV LETA
T0D €ybictov TdV Tovdainy dylov.

3.18.2 First of all, it appeared an unworthy thing
that in the celebration of this most holy feast we
should follow the practice of the Jews, who have
impiously defiled their hands with enormous sin
and are, therefore, deservedly afflicted with
blindness of soul. For we have it in our power, if
we abandon their custom, to prolong the due
observance of this rule to future ages, by a truer
order, which we have preserved from the very day
of the passion until the present time. Let us then
have nothing in common with the detestable
Jewish crowd;

3.18.3 eiMpapev yop Topd T0D 6OTHPOG ETEPAV
000V, TpdKettar SpOUOG Tij lepOTOT NUDY
Opnokelg Kol VOLOG KOl TPET@Y. TOVTOL
GLUPAOVOS AvTIALpPavOpEVOL THS aioypdc Ekelvng
£00TOVC GVVELONGEMC ATOCTACMUEY, AOELPOL
TYOTOTOL E0TL YO G AANODG dtondTUTOV
€kelvoug avyelv, g Gpa TapekToOg THC ADTAV
S1dackoiog Tadto GUAGTTEY 0VK RUEV iKOVOL.

3.18.3 for we have received from our Savior a
different way. A course at once legitimate and
honorable lies open to our most holy religion.
Beloved brethren, let us with one mind adopt this
course, and withdraw ourselves from all
participation in their wickedness. For their boast
is absurd indeed, that it is not in our power
without instruction from them to observe these
things.

3.18.4 11 6¢ ppovelv 0pOov ékeivol duvrioovtal, ol
HETOL TNV KLPLOKTOVIAV TE K01 TOTPOKTOVIOV
EKElVIV €KOTAVTEG TAV QPEVAV (yovTol 00
AOYIOU® TIVL GAL” Opui) aKoTaoyETm, Omn OV
adTOVG 1] EUPUTOG TGV Ayayn poavia; Ekelbev
TOIVOV KOV TOVT® T® pEPEL TNV dANDstay ovy

3.18.4 For how should they be capable of
forming a sound judgment, who, since their
parricidal guilt in slaying their Lord, have been
subject to the direction, not of reason, but of
ungoverned passion, and are swayed by every
impulse of the mad spirit that is in them?




OpdCV. MG O1) KOTA TO TAEIGTOV DTOVG
TAUVOUEVOVG AVTL THG TPOGNKODGNC
gnovopOmoems v T® adtd Etel devTEPOV TO
TaoY0 EmMTELELY. TivOg 0LV Ypty ToVTOIG EMOUEDQ,
ol¢ dewvnv mAavnV Vooelv dpoAdyntat, dgbtepov
yap O TAoy0. &V EVI EVIOVT® 0VK GV TOTE TOLETV
aveEoueba. aAL’ el kal TadTo pr TpovKeELTO, TNV
vueTépav dyyivolav Expiv kal 010 oTovdtig kal o’
g0YMc &xev TAVTOTE, &V UNdeVOg OLOOTNTL TO
KkaBapov TG DUETEPAG WLYTIG KOWVOVELY SOKETY
avOpOTOV £0E01 TAYKAK®V.

Therefore they have no perception of the truth on
this point or any other, so that, being altogether
ignorant of the true adjustment of this issue, they
sometimes celebrate Easter twice in the same
year. Why then should we follow those who are
confessedly in grievous error? Surely we should
never consent to keep this feast a second time in
the same year. But supposing these reasons were
not sufficient, still it would be incumbent on your
good judgment to strive and pray continually that
the purity of your souls may not seem in anything
to be tarnished by fellowship with the customs of
these most wicked men.

3.18.5 mpoOg T00TOIC KAKEIVO TUPESTL GLVOPAY, OC
£V TNAKOVT® TPAy ot Kol Tolantng Opnokeiog
£0pTii dlapaviav VLapyew Eotiv AOEuToy. piav
yoap MUV v Tiic Nuetépag Ehevbepiog NUéEpay,
TOVTESTIV TV TOD Ay1mTéTov Tabovg, 0 NUETEPOG
Tapédmke oo, pioy eivor THY kabolukmy odTod
gxinoioy BeBovintar, fi¢ £l koi To poAoTa gig
TOALOVG T€ Kol O10pOPOLE TOTOLE TO PLEPT
dmpnrat, GAL’ SU®G EVi TVELUATL, TOVTESTL TG
Ocio BovAnuartt, BdAmeTot.

3.18.5 We must consider, too, that a conflicting
judgment in a case of such an important issue
concerning a religious festival is wrong. For our
Savior has left us one feast in commemoration of
the day of our deliverance, I mean the day of his
most holy passion. And he has willed that his
catholic church should be one, the members of
which, however scattered in many and diverse
places, are yet cherished by one pervading spirit,
that is, by the will of God.

3.18.6 Aoyiobdobw & 1| TG DUETEPOG
0610TNTOG Ayyivola, Omwg Eo0Tl devoV TE Kol
AMPEMEG KT TAG ADTAG UEPAS ETEPOVG PEV
Taig vnoteiong oxoralew, £T€poug 68
oLUTTOGLO GUVTEAETV, Kal PeTd TOC TOD Thoya
NuéEpac GAAOVG LEV €V £0pTais Kol AvEGESY
€€etalecban, AAAovC O Toic MpLopévag
€kdedoca vnoteiang. 610 TodTo YOOV TH|g
TPOONKOVGNG EMAVOPODGENDS TVYETY KOl TPOG
piav dtatdnwotv dyesBot todTo 1 Beial
npdvola Povretatl, O¢ Eywye Gmavtag 1yodpon
GLVOPQV.

3.18.6 And let your Holinesses’ wisdom reflect
how grievous and scandalous it is that on the same
days some should be engaged in fasting, others in
festive enjoyment; and again, that after the days of
Easter some should be present at banquets and
amusements, while others are fulfilling the
appointed fasts. It is, then, plainly the will of
Divine Providence (as I suppose you all clearly
see), that this usage should receive fitting
correction, and be reduced to one uniform rule.

3.19.1 "O6gv éne1dn t000’ ovT™g
gnovopBodcbat mpooiikev, OC UNOEV HeTd TOD
TV TATPOKTOVAV TE KOl KUPLOKTOVMV
gketvov E0voug etvar kovdv, ott 88 Théig
€VTPEMNG, iV TAGOL Ol TAOV SVTIKAV TE Ko
peonUPpvdVY Kol ApKTO®V THG 0ikovUEVNS

3.19.1 Therefore, since this matter needed to be
rectified, so that we might have nothing in
common with that nation of parricides who slew
their Lord, and since that arrangement is
consistent with propriety which is observed by all
the churches of the western, southern, and
northern parts of the world, and by some of the




UEPAV TAPAPVAATTOVCY EKKANGIOL KO TIVESG
TRV KaTd TV EQav TOT®V, 00 Evexev &mi ToD
TAPOVTOG KOADGS Exev Gmavteg fynoavto, Kol
a0TOG O¢ TT) LUETEPY Ay Vol ApEcEY
vrecyOUNY, v’ dnep ddv katd TV Pouaiov
oA Trodav 1 Kol Appiknyv dracav,
Aiyvrtov, Zrnaviag, ['aAliag, Bpettaviag,
Apodoc, 6Anv ‘EALGSa, Actavry te dtoiknotv
kol [ovtikny xoi Kidikiov pud kol copeove
QLAATTNTOL YVOLT), ACUEVOS TODTO KO 1)
VUETEPA TPOGOEENTAL GVVESLS, AOYILOUEVT G
00 pévov TAEi®mV €6TiV O TAV KATO TOVG
TPOELPNUEVOVG TOTOVG EKKANGLOV AplONoG,
AL Kol g ToDTO HAAMGTO KOV TOVTOG
oc1oToToV 0Tt BovAechat, Omep Kal O
axpiPpnc Adyog amortelv dokel Koi ovdepioy
peta g Tovdaimv émopkiog Exel Kovmviay:

eastern also; for these reasons all are unanimous
on this present occasion in thinking it worthy of
adoption. And I myself have undertaken that this
decision should meet with the approval of your
good judgment, in the hope that all you wise

men will gladly admit that practice which is
observed in the city of Rome, and in Africa,
throughout Italy, Egypt, Spain, the Gauls, Britain,
Libya, and the whole of Greece, in the dioceses of
Asia and Pontus, and in Cilicia, with entire unity
of judgment. And you will consider not only that
the number of churches is far greater in the
regions I have enumerated than in any other, but
also that it is most fitting that all should unite in
desiring that which sound reason appears to
demand, and in avoiding all participation in the
wicked conduct of the Jews.

3.19.2 iva o1 10 KePaAo®OESTATOV
GLVTOU®G EIMM, KOWT TAVIOV pECE KPIGEL
TNV AY1OTATNY TOD TAGYKO E0PTNV L Kol TH)
avTh NUEPQ cvvTerEicOat. 00OE Yap mpémel &v
Toco0T GyldTNTL Elvad Tiva Stapopdy, Kai
KéAMov EnecOan T yvoun tavt, &v 1
ovdepia Eotan dAhotpiog TAGVNG Kol
apoptiuatog Enyuéia.

3.19.2 To express my meaning in as few words as
possible, it has been determined by the common
judgment of all that the most holy feast of Easter
should be kept on one and the same day. For on
the one hand a discrepancy of opinion on so
sacred a question is not proper, and on the other it
is surely best to act on a decision which is free
from strange folly and error.

3.20.1 Tovtwv obv obTmg &xOVIOV, AoUEVOC
déxeabe v 10D Beod yapv kai Oeioy wg GANOGS
EvToAn V" mav yap &1L d6v v Toig aryiolg Tdv
EMOKOTOV GLVESPIOIC TPATTNTAL, TODTO TPOG TNV
Oeiav fovAnow Exel TV avapopav.

3.20.1 Therefore receive with all willingness this
truly divine command, and truly regard it as a gift
of God. For whatever is determined in the holy
assemblies of the bishops is to be regarded as
indicative of the divine will.

3.20.2 310 mdot TG AmorynToic MUY
AOEAPOTG EUPAVICAVTEG TA TPOYEYPOUUUEVO,
o kai 1OV TpoelpnuUéEVOV Adyov Kol TV
TOPOTHPN OV THG AYIOTATNG MUEPOS
Vmodéyechai te kal dratdrtey OQeileTe, Tva
EMedav TPOG TNV Aot pot Tobovuévny g
VueTéPag drabécems dyv doikmpat, &v pud
Ko Tf) aOTh HuéEpa v dyiov pued’ vpudv
goptnVv émredécot Suvnod Kol TavTOV EveKev

3.20.2 Therefore as soon as you have
communicated these proceedings to all our
beloved brethren, you are bound from that time
forward to adopt them for yourselves and to lead
others to adopt the arrangement mentioned above,
and the due observance of this most sacred day, so
that whenever I come into the presence of your
love, which I have long desired, I may have it in
my power to celebrate the holy feast with you on
the same day, and may rejoice with you on all




ued’ LUOV EVSOKNG®, GLVOPHDV TNV
dforkny opdTnTo Ko THG Olng SLVAUE®MC
O T®V NUETEP®V TPALE®V AvnpNUEVTY,
axpaovong mavtoyod ThHg VUETEPOS TIoTEMG
Kol lprvng kai opovoiog.

accounts, when I behold the cruel power of Satan
removed by divine aid through our work, while
your faith, and peace, and concord everywhere
flourish.

0 0g0¢ VUAG draLAGEEL, AdeAPOL AyomnToL.

God preserve you, beloved brothers!
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