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Kovotavtivog Xefaoctog taig ékkAnoioic.

Constantine Augustus, to the churches.

1. Ieipov AaPov €k Tiig T@V Kovdv gumpaiog,
6o tiic Belog duvapewmg TEPuKe YapP1g, TOVTOV Y
PO TAVTOV EKPIVAL EIVAL [LOL TPOGTKELY GKOTOV,
OTOG TOPA TOTG LOKAPIOTATOLG TG KOBOAKTC
gxrkAnoiog minbeot mioTig pio Kol EIAIKPIVIG
Aydmn OpOYVOU®V TE TEPL TOV TTayKpoth] B0V
gvoéPeta tnpijTon

1. The great grace of God’s power has constantly
been increasing, as is evident in the general
prosperity of the empire. I therefore decided to
make it my aim above all else that one faith,
sincere love, and unvarying devotion to Almighty
God be maintained among the most blessed
assemblies of the catholic church.

2. AMN émeldn) TodTo ovy 016V T fv dkAviy Kod
BePaiav Ta&v Aafelv, €i un gig Tawtov TavTov
opod 1 TGV YOOV TAEIOVOV EMOKOTWOV
oLVeEABOVTOV, EKAGTOL TAV TPOCSTKOVTI®V T
aylotatn Opnokeia S10Kp1o1g YEVOLTO, TOVTOV
gvekev mieiotov 66mV cuvabpoicBéviav (Kol
avTOC 88 Kabdmep gig €€ VUMY ETOYYVOV
cvumapdVY- ov Yap dpvnoaipmy av, £’ @ pdAoTa

2. But I perceived that this could only be
established firmly and permanently when all of
the bishops, or at least the greatest part, were
convened in the same place for a council where
they could discuss every point of our most holy
religion. So we assembled as many as possible,
and [ myself was also present as one of you; for I
will not deny what I especially rejoice in, that I




yaip®, cuvBepdmmy DUETEPOG TEQPLKEVAL), dyPt
TOGOVTOL UmavTo TG TPOGNKOVONC TETOYNKEY
8EeThoemC, bypic o0 1M 16 TAVTOV EPOpm DD
APECKOLGO YVOUT TPOG TV TH|G EVOTNTOC
oLVUPOVIaY gl MG TpoNKON, MG UNdeV ETL TPOC
dyovolay 1j Tiotemg dppiofinmoty vroleinesOat.

am your fellow-servant. All points were then
minutely investigated, until a decision was
brought to light which was found acceptable to
him who is the inspector of all things, and brought
a unified agreement, leaving nothing which could
cause dissension or controversy in matters of
faith.

3. "EvBa kai mepi t1ig ToD mhoyo ayimTdTng
Nuépag yevopévng nmoemg £60Ee KOwvi] Yvodun
KaAGDG Exetv €Ml WG HUEPOC TAVTAG TOVC
amovtoyoD EMTELETY. Ti yOap MUV kGAAov, Ti 68
oeuvotepov LapEon SuvNnoEToL TOD THY E0PTIV
TV, Top’ Mg THY THS davaciog si@opsy
EAmida, g tééel kol pavepd Aoym mopd T
ASOTTOTMG PLUAGTTEGOOL; KOl TPDTOV HEV
avaciov E5oEev elvor THY aytoTdTny éxeivny
goptnV 1§ @V Tovdainv Emopévoug cuvndeig
TANPOV, 01 TG EAVTOV YElpag dbepiT®
TANUUEALOTL YPAVOVTES EIKOTOC TAG WUYAG Ol
piepol TvEAGTTOVGLY. £EE0TL YO TOD EKEIVOV
£€0voug amoPAn0évtoc dAnbeotépa TaEeL, fiv €K
TPMTNG ToD TABOVG NuéPOC Gypt TOoD TAPOVTOC
€puAd&apev, Kai &ml ToLg pEALOVTOG aidvag TNV
TG EMTNPNCEWDS TAVTNG CUUTANPOCY
gxteivesor.

3. At the council we also considered the issue of
our holiest day, Easter, and it was determined by
common consent that everyone, everywhere
should celebrate it on one and the same day. For
what can be more appropriate, or what more
solemn, than that this feast from which we have
received the hope of immortality, should be kept
by all without variation, using the same order and
a clear arrangement? And in the first place, it
seemed very unworthy for us to keep this most
sacred feast following the custom of the Jews, a
people who have soiled their hands in a most
terrible outrage, and have thus polluted their
souls, and are now deservedly blind. Since we
have cast aside their way of calculating the date of
the festival, we can ensure that future generations
can celebrate this observance at the more accurate
time which we have kept from the first day of the
passion until the present time.

4. Mnd&v toivov £€0Tm VULV KOOV UETH TOD
€yBiotov 1@V Tovdaimv dxAov. eidneapey yop
P 100 cOTHPOC ETEPaV 06V, TPOKELTOL dPOLOG
1] iepotdn Hudv Opnoxeio Kol voppog Kol
TPETOV. TOVTOV CLUEDOVOG AVTIAOUPOVOLEVOL TG
aioypdc EKEIVNG E0VTOVS GUVELOINGEWG
UTOCTACMUEY, AdEAPOL TYIDTATOL.

4. Therefore have nothing in common with that
most hostile people, the Jews. We have received
another way from the Savior. In our holy religion
we have set before us a course which is both valid
and accurate. Let us unanimously pursue this. Let
us, most honored brothers, withdraw ourselves
from that detestable association.

5. ot yap ™G GANODC ATOTMTOTOV EKEIVOLC
aOYEY, MG Apa TAPEKTOG TG DTV SOUCKAALOG
TaDTO QUAATTEY OVK EINUEY TKOvVOL. T 8& PPOVETV
0pBov keivol duvnoovtal, ol PETH TV
KLPLOKTOVIOY TE KO TOTPOKTOVIOY EKEIVIV
EKOTAVTEG TAOV PPEVAV GyovTal 00 AOYIGUQ TIVL
AL Opui) dkaTacyETm, 61N O Gv avTovg N
£UPUTOG ATV ATy pavio; kelfev toivov Kav

5. It is truly most absurd for them to boast that we
are incapable of rightly observing these things
without their instruction. On what subject are they
competent to form a correct judgment, who, after
that murder of their Lord and patricide lost their
senses, and are led not by any rational motive, but
by an uncontrollable impulsiveness to wherever
their innate fury may drive them? This is why




TOVT® TO PEPEL TNV GAN0e10V 00) OpDCLY, (OG AEL
Koo TO TAEIGTOV ODTOVE TAAVMUEVOLE BVTL TG
TPoon Koo Enavopldoemg &v T@ avTt® £Tel
deVTEPOV TO TAGKO EMITEAETV.

even in this matter they do not perceive the truth,
so that they constantly err in the utmost degree,
and will celebrate the Feast of Passover a second
time in the same year instead of making a suitable
correction.

6. Tivog obv yaptv TovTolg Emdueda, obg deviv
TAGVIV VOGETY OPoAOYNVTOL, dELTEPOV YO TO
Thoyo &v Vi EVIAVT® OVK &V TOTE TOIETV
avelouebo. aAA’ €i kol Tadta un TpovkeLto, TV
vuetépav dyyivolav Expiv kal 010 oTovdTig kal o’
g0YMc &xev TAVTOTE &V UNOEVOC OLOLOTNTL TO
KaBapoOV TG NUETEPUC YLYTIC KOVMVETY OKETV
AvOpOTOV £0E0T TAYKAK®V.

6. Why then should we follow the example of
those who are acknowledged to be infected with
serious error? Surely we should never allow
Easter to be kept twice in one and the same year!
But even if these considerations were not laid
before you, you should still be careful, both by
diligence and prayer, that your pure souls should
have nothing in common, or even seem to do so,
with the customs of men so utterly depraved.

7. Ilpdg TovTo1g KAKEIVO TAPESTIY GUVOPAV, (G €V
TNAIKOVT® TPAYUATL Kol ooty Opnokeiog £0pti
Spoviav vEapYE €0Tiv ABeDTOTOV.

7. This should also be considered: In a matter so
important and of such religious significance, the
slightest disagreement is most irreverent.

8. piav yop Muiv v tig Nuetépoag Erevbepiog
NUEPAV, TOVTESTV TV TOD Ayl®TdToL TABoLE, O
NUETEPOC TOPESMKE GOTAP, Kai piay tvor Ty
KaOolkmy avtod ékkAnciav Pefovinton, Ng &i koi
T0 piMoTa €1g TOALOOS Kol S10pOpovg TOTOVS TA
uépn dmpnral, GAL’ Sumg Evi Tveduatl, TOVTECTL
@ Bel PovAnuaty, OdATeTon.

8. For our Savior left us only one day to be
observed in remembrance of our deliverance, that
is the day of his most holy passion. He also
wished his catholic church to be one; the members
of which are still cared for by one Spirit, that is by
the will of God, however much they may be
scattered in various places.

9. Aoyleacbm 6’ 1) T Duetépag OG10TNTOC
ayyivola, OTmg €6Tl OEVOV TE Kol AmPENEG KOTA
TG AVTOC NUEPAG ETEPOVG UEV TOAC VN OTEINILG
oyohalewy, £TEPOVE 6€ GLUTOOLA EMITEAETY, KOl
UETA TAG TOD TAoY0 UEPAG BALOVG HEV £0PTOIG
kal avéoeotv é€etalecbat, GAlovg &€ Talg
oplopévalg £kdedoctar vinoteiaig. 610 TodTo YoV
g TPOoNKOVGNG EMAVOPODMGEDS TUYXETV Kol TPOG
piav dtatdmmwoty dyesbot todto 1) Oeio Tpdvola
BovAetar, dg Eywye Gmavtag yodUAL GUVOPAV.

9. Let the good sense consistent with your sacred
character consider how grievous and inappropriate
it is, that on the same days some should be
observing fasts, while others are celebrating
feasts; and after the days of Easter some should
celebrate festivities and enjoyments, while others
submit to appointed fastings. For this reason
Divine Providence directed that we put into effect
an appropriate correction and establish uniformity
of practice, as I suppose you are all aware.

10. 60gv émerdn| todto obtmg EmavopBodcbot
TPOCT|KEY, MG UNOEV PETA TOD TOV TOTPOKTOVOV
T€ Kol KLPLOKTOVMV Eketvov EvOoug etvat Kooy,
€011 1€ TAE1G EVTPETNG, Tjv dmacal ai T®V SVTIKAY
T€ Kol HEoUPPIV@dV Kol ApKTO®V TG 0IKOLUEVTS

10. So first, it was desirable to change the
situation so that we have nothing in common with
that nation of father-killers who slew their Lord.
Second, the order which is observed by all the
churches of the western, southern, and northern




UEPAV TOPAPVAATTOVCY EKKANGIOL KOl TIVEG TGV
KaTd TV £QaV TOTOV, 00 EveKev & ToD TaPOVTOC
KaADC Exev AmovTEC 1YHO0VTO, Kol o0TOG 08 Ti
VUETEPQ Ayyvoig Apéoety vrecyOUNV, v’ Omep &’
av xota v 1@V Pouaiov méiy Tradiov te kol
Appikny, drocav Afyvrtov, Zroviog, [oAiiog,
Bpettaviag, Apvag, dAnv ‘EALGSa, Actaviy €
droiknotv kai Hovrikny kot Kiikiay pud kot
GUUPAOVEH PUAATTETAL YVOUT), ACUEVOG TODTO Kol
M VueTépa TPocdEEntorl oivests, Aoyilopévn g
00 pévov mAgiwv 0TIV 0 TV KATA TOVG
TPOEPNUEVOLS TOTOVG EKKANGLDV APlOUAC, GALY
Kol ™G TOUTO HAMOTO KO ThvTog O061MTOTOV
€01 BovAecBot, Omep kol 0 axpipng Aoyog
amortelv dokel kal ovdepiay petd tiic Tovdainv
gmopkiag Exev KOwmViav.

parts, and by some also in the eastern, is quite
suitable. Therefore, at the current time, we all
thought it was proper that you, intelligent as you
are, would also cheerfully accept what is observed
with such general unanimity of sentiment in the
city of Rome, throughout Italy, Africa, all Egypt,
Spain, France, Britain, Libya, the whole of
Greece, and the dioceses of Asia, Pontus, and
Cilicia. I pledged myself that this solution would
satisfy you after you carefully examined it,
especially as | considered that not only are the
majority of congregations located in the places
just mentioned, but also that we all have a most
sacred obligation, to unite in desiring whatever
common sense seems to demand, and what has no
association with the perjury of the Jews.

11. “Iva 6& 1O KEPUAOMOESTATOV GUVTOUMG £,
KOWT| TAVI®V |PECE KPIGEL TNV AYIOTATIYV TOD
mhoyo Eoptnv g Kol Tf) avtTh) NUEPY
ovvtereichat. 00oE yap Tpémetl &v To1HT
aytdTnTL glvad Tvo Slopopdy, Kod kAo EmecBot
TH Yvoun tot, 8v ) 00depio Eotar dALoTpiag
TAGVNG Kol apoptipatog Enyuéio.

11. But to sum up matters briefly, it was
determined by common consent that the most holy
festival of Easter should be solemnized on one
and the same day; for it is not at all decent that
there should be in such a sacred serious matter
any difference. It is quite commendable to adopt
this option which has nothing to do with any
strange errors, nor deviates from what is right.

12. Tobtov ody obtmg &xovimv, dopévac Séyecs
TNV obpaviav xaptv kol Osiov wg GANOGC
EvToAV: Tav yap 6 1 6’ Gv €v Toig ayiolg TV
€MOKOTOV GVVEDPIOLG TPATTNTAL, TODTO TPOG TNV
Ociav BovAnow Eyxetl v avagopdv. 610 miot Toig
AyamnToig UMV AdEAPOIC Eupavicavteg T
TPOYEYPOUUEVA TION KOl TOV TPOEIPTUEVOV AOYOV
Kol TV TOpaTNPENoW THG AylmTdTng NUEPAS
Vmodéyecbai te Kol dtatdrTey OQeirete, tva
EMEW0V TPOC TNV TAAL Lot ToBovpuévNY TH|g
vuetépag drubécemg dyv dpikopat, £v g Kol i
vt NUEPQ TNV ayiov ped’ Hudv Eoptnv
gmterécon ouvnO®d kol hvtov Evekev ued’ LUOV
€000KNo®, GLVOP®V TNV SPOAMKTV GUOTNTO VIO
g Oelag duvdpemg 010 TV NUETEP®Y TPAEEWDV
avnpnuévny, axualovong mavtoyod Thg NUETEPUC
mioTemg Kal lpNvng kol opovoiag. 6 Bedg vuAG
Sapvratot, aderpol dyoannrot.

12. Since these things are consistent, gladly
receive this heavenly and truly divine command.
For whatever is done in the sacred assemblies of
the bishops can be traced to divine will.
Therefore, once you have demonstrated the things
which have been prescribed to all our beloved
brothers, it would be good for you to make public
the above written statements and to accept the
reasoning which has proved itself to be sound, and
to establish this observance of the most holy day.
In this way, when [ arrive to check on your
condition, which I have desired earnestly for some
time, I will be able to celebrate the sacred festival
with you on one and the same day, and will
rejoice with you for all things, as I see that
through our efforts divine power is frustrating
Satan’s cruelty, and that your faith, peace, and




unity are flourishing everywhere. May God
preserve you, beloved brothers.
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