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64. Numtic Kovotavtivog Méyiotog Xefactog | The Victor Constantine, the Great Augustus, to
AAeEavopm ki Apeim. Alexander and Arius.

Auijv pot yeyevijolou tpddeoty TovTov, OV 1. I call God to witness, as is fitting, who is the
£pym TNV ¥peiay HTEGTNV, ADTOV MG EIKOG TOV helper of my endeavors and the preserver of all
TAV EUdV Eyxepnuatov fondov kol cotijpa men, that [ had a twofold reason for undertaking
TOVI®OV OA®V BEOV TOODLAL LAPTVPAL. this duty which I have now performed.




65. [lpdtov p&v yop v andviov tdv E0viv
mepi 1O Beiov drdbeoty Tpog piav E€emwg cvotacty
Evdoa, devTEPOV OE TO TH|G KOWTC 0TKOVUEVNC
o®duo KaBATEP YOAET® TV TPADLLOLT TETOVIKOG
avaxtiooacot kol cuvappocat Tpovdounomy.

My design then was first to bring the various
beliefs formed by all nations about God to a
condition of settled uniformity. Secondly I hoped
to restore to health the civil liberties of the empire,
then suffering under the malignant power of an
angry tyrant.

0. 01 TPOSKOTMDV ETEPOV UEV ATOPPN T d1VOiog
0PBoAU®d cuveroy1louny, Etepov 08 i) TS
OTPOTIOTIKTC ¥E1POG E€ovaia kKatopBoiv
EMEPOUNY, EI0MG OOG €l KOWNV ATOct TOIG TOD
0g0D Oepamovoty En’ evy0ic Tl Euaic opdvolay
KOTOOTHOOUL, KOl fiynodunv Tdv dnpociov
TPOYUATOV YpEior GOVIPOUOV TG AnAvVTOV
€00ERECY YVOUOG TV LETAPOATV KOPTDOGETOL.

Keeping these objects in view, I sought to
accomplish the one by thought, which is hidden
from the eye, while the other I tried to rectify by
the power of military authority. For I was aware
that, if I should succeed in establishing, according
to my hopes, a common harmony of sentiment
among all the servants of God, the general course
of affairs would also experience a change
corresponding to the pious desires of all.

66. Maviog yap dnmovbev ok dvektiic Gracov
v Appiny Emiafovong kol o1d Tovg AfovA®
KOVPOTNTL TNV TAV dNuUwV Bpnokeioy gig
SPOPOLG AUPEGELG OYITOL TETOAUNKOTOG, TOOTIV
€Y® TNV vooov Kataoteiiatl PovAndeig, oddepiov
£tépav dpkovcov 1@ Tpoyuott Oepameioy
NVPIoKOV, Tj €l TOV KOOV Ti|G oikovpEVNG EXOPOV
£€ehv, O¢ Taic igpoic UMY GLVHdOIG THV
aBépTov £00TOD YVOUNY AVTEGTNGEY, £viovg
VUGBV TPO TNV TOV TPOG AAANAOLS O1XOVOODVTMOV
opovolav Ponbovg dmooteilonpt.

2. So when I found that an intolerable spirit of mad
folly had overcome the whole of Africa, through
the influence of those who with heedless frivolity
had presumed to divide the religion of the people
into diverse sects, [ was anxious to stop the course
of this disorder. After I had removed the common
enemy of mankind [Licinius] who had interposed
his lawless sentence which prohibited your holy
synods, I could discover no other remedy equal to
the occasion, except to send some of you
churchmen to aid in restoring mutual harmony
among the disputants.

67. Eme1dn yap 1 100 emTog dOvoulg Kol O T
iepdc Opnokeiag vopog, V1o TG ToD KPeiTTovog
gVEPYEGTIOG 010V EK TIVOV THiG AVATOAC KOATMV
€xdobelg, Amacav Opod TNV oikovpuévny iep®d
AQUTTTPL KATAOTPAYEVY, EIKOTMS VUAG, DOTEP
TVAG APy YoLE TG T@V £0vaV cotnpiog
VrapEey ToTED®V, OHOD Kol Yuyf|g VEDHOTL Kol
0pOoAu®dV Evepyeig Intely Emsipduny. dua yodv
T peyaAn vikn kol tf T®V £x0pdV dAnOel
OpuPeiq TodTo TpHTOV EINOUNY EpgLVaAY, O O
TPMOTOV 01 KAl THUOTOTOV ATAVTOV DIGPYEV
aryoouny.

3. I naturally believed that you in the East would
be the first to promote the salvation of other
nations, since the power of divine light and the law
of sacred worship, which proceeded in the first
instance through the favor of God, from the bosom,
as it were, of the East, have illumined the world by
their sacred radiance. So I resolved with all energy
of thought and diligence of enquiry to seek your
aid. As soon as I had secured my decisive victory
and unquestioned triumph over my enemies, my
first enquiry was concerning that object which I
felt to be of paramount interest and importance.




68.1 AAL, & kodAiot Kad Ocio kpdvola, olov LoV
TG axofig uaAlov ¢ Tiig kapdiog adTig TPodL
Kaiptov fyato, TOAD YOAETOTEPOY TV EKET
KATOAEIPOEVT®V TNV &V DUTV Yryvouévny
dyootaciov onuaivov, mg TAeiovog 16N Ta Ko
Vudc uépn Bepoameiog SéecBo, map GV Toig
dAhoic v ooty vapée HATIGO.

4. But, O glorious Providence of God! How deep a
wound did not my ears only, but my very heart
receive when it was reported that divisions existed
among yourselves more grievous still than those
which continued in that country [Africa, i.e. the
Donatist schism]! You, through whose aid I had
hoped to procure a remedy for the errors of others,
are in a state which needs healing even more than
theirs.

68.2 drohoyilopév o1 Hot TV ApyNvKol TV
V60eotv TOVT®V Ayav €VTEANG Kol 0VSAUDG G&io
TG TOGAVTNG PIAOVEIKIOG 1) TPOPUGIC EQMPEO.
SOTEP €M TNV THG EMGTOATC TAVTNG AVAYKNV
gmeryBeic, kal TpOC TNV OLOYLYOV DUDY
ayyivolav yphowv, TV t€ Ogiov Tpdvolay
KOAEGOG APOYOV T® TPAYUATL, LEGOV THG TPOG
AMAOVG VUDS ApEIoPnToEmS olov gipvng
TPOTOVLY EUOVTOV EIKOTOC TPOGAY®.

And yet, now that I have made a careful enquiry
into the origin and foundation of these differences,
I have found the cause to be of a truly insignificant
character, and quite unworthy of such fierce
contention. I feel compelled to address you in this
letter, and to appeal at the same time to your unity
and discernment. I call on Divine Providence to
assist me in the task, while I interrupt your
dissension as a minister of peace.

68.3 dmep yap 61 cvvalpouévov Tod KpEiTTOVOG,
el kai peilov Qv t1g dpopur Sryovoiag, ov
YOAETMG Gv NOLVN OV, OGiag TMV AKOLOVTIMV
yvouog gyxepilov tov Adyov, ¢ 10
YPNOUADTEPOV EKAOTOV LETACTIONL, TOVTO,
pikpag kol Alav €dtedodg dpoputig DTapyovoNg,
1} TPOG TO OAoV EUmodaV ioTaTol, TAOG 0VK
€DYEPECTEPOV KO TOALD PASIOTEPOV LOL TOD
TPAYUATOG TNV EXaVOPOOCY HVNGTEVGEL,

5. I have hope for success: Even in a great
disagreement I might expect with the help of the
higher Power, to be able without difficulty, by a
judicious appeal to the pious feelings of those who
hear me, to recall them to a better spirit. How can |
help but to expect a far easier and more speedy
resolution of this difference, when the cause which
hinders general harmony of sentiment is
intrinsically trifling and of little importance?

69.1 MavOdavm toivov keibey vrfjpyOot ToD
TopOVTOG NTUATOG TNV KatafoAny. 6T€ yap v,
& AMEEavSpe, Tapd TdV TpecPuTépov EXTELS, TH
dMmote AOTOV EKAGTOC VTEP TIVOG TOTOV TAOV &V
TQ VOU® YEYPOUUEVOV LOAAOV &’ DTEP paTaiov
TvO¢ (ThHcEmC Pépovg e0aveTo, O oV, M
Apete, te00, dmep 1 und’ apynv EvBounBijvar fj
gvbuun0évto cronf] Tapadodvar Tpociikov 7,
AmpooTTOC AvTétnkag, 60ev Tiig &v UiV
dyrovoiag éyepbeiong 1 pev ovvodog npvnon, 6
8¢ ayudtaTog Aaog gic aupotépovg oylobelg éx
TG ToD Koo cMOWOTOC apuoviag Exwpictn.

6. I understand that the origin of the present
controversy is this. When you, Alexander,
demanded of the priests what opinion they each
maintained respecting a certain passage in
Scripture—or rather, I should say, that you asked
them something connected with an unprofitable
question—you then, Arius, inconsiderately insisted
on what ought never to have been speculated about
at all, or if pondered, should have been buried in
profound silence. Hence it was that a dissension
arose between you, fellowship was withdrawn, and
the holy people were rent into diverse factions, no
longer preserving the unity of the one body.




69.2 00KobV ExdTEPOG LUDV, EE To0L TNV
CLYYVOUNV TOPAcYDV, dTep GV DUV O
ovvlephmov VUMV dikaing Tapavi] deEacbm. Ti
0¢ 10010 €oTiv; 0UTE EPOTAV VTEP TOV TOOVTOV
8¢& apyfic mpoofikov NV, obTe EpmTOUEVOV
amokpivesBar tag yoap toradtag (ntnoelc,
OmOGAG U1 VOOV TIVOG GVAYKT) TPOGTATTEL GAL
aveeelols apyiag Epeoyeiia TpotiOnow &l Kod
PIAOGOPIKT|G TIVOG Yopvaciog Eveka yiyvorlto,
Sumg dpeihopey glom Tiic dtovoiag £yKAgisty kal
L1 TPOoYEIP®G €lg ONUOGING GLUVOSOVS EKPEPELY,
Unode Toig TV MUV KO0 ATPOVONTOS
TOTEVELY.

7. And so I now ask you both to show an equal
degree of consideration for the other, and to receive
the advice which your fellow-servant impartially
gives. What then is this advice? It was wrong in the
first instance to propose such questions as these,
and also wrong to reply to them when they were
presented.

8. For those points of discussion are not
commanded by the authority of any law, but are
rather the product of an argumentative spirit which
is encouraged by the idle useless talk of leisure.
Even though they may be intended merely as an
intellectual exercise, they ought certainly to be
confined to the region of our own thoughts, and not
hastily produced in the popular assemblies, nor
unadvisedly entrusted to the ears of the general
public.

69.3 660G Yap €0TIV EKOCTOG, MG TPAYUATOV
oUTo peydiwv Kai Aoy duoyep@dv duvapuy q
TPOG 10 AKpPES cLVISELY Tj Kot a&iay
Epunvedoat; €l 8¢ kal ToTO TIg EVYEPADC TOETY
voucein, Tésov dNTov pEPog Tod 0oL TEICEL;
1} Tig Taig T@V To0VTEV NTnUdTteV dKkpipeiolg
g€ TG Emkivovvov TopolcOncemg av
avTIoTOIN;

For how very few are there able either accurately
to comprehend, or adequately to explain subjects
so sublime and difficult to comprehend in their
nature? Or, granting that one were fully competent
for this, how many people will he convince? Or
again, who in dealing with questions involving
such subtle distinctions as these can be sure he is
not dangerously departing from the truth in some
point?

69.4 00KoDV EpexTéoV £0TIV £V TOIC TOLOVTOLG TNV
moAvAoyiav, tva pnmmg, 1| MUV dobeveig
@VoEmG 10 TpoTabEY Epunvedoa un dvvndéviay,
1 T®V dKpoatdV Ppadvtépa cLUVESEL TPOG AKpPTi
0D PnBévrog kaTdAnyiy EABETV un yopnoavioy,
€€ omoTéPOL ToVTOV T fAacenuiag 1 oyiouatog
glg avaykmv o dTjLog TepLoTain.

We ourselves may be unable, through the weakness
of our natural abilities, to give a clear explanation
of the subject before us, or, on the other hand, our
hearers understanding may prevent them from
arriving at an accurate understanding of what we
say. Lest that be the case, it is our obligation to be
sparing with our words, so that neither of these
situations will cause the people to be reduced either
to blasphemy or to schism.

70. Atomep Kai EpOTNOIS ATPOPOANKTOS Kol
ATOKPIoIC ATPOVOTTOG ioNV GAANAOIG
AVTIOOTOGAV £Q° EKATEPA GLYYVMUNV. OVOE YA
mePl 100 KOPLPAiov TV &V TM VOU®
TOPUYYEALATOV DUV 1 TG erAovelkiog €E1eon
TPOPUOIC, OVOE KOV TIG DIV VTEP TG ToD Oe0D

9. Now forgive one another for both the careless
question and the ill-considered answer. The cause
of your difference has not been any of the leading
doctrines or precepts of the Divine law, nor has any
new heresy respecting the worship of God arisen
among you. You are really of one and the same




Opnokeiag aipeoig avteionydn, dAA €va kol TOv
adTOV EXETE AOYIGUOV, MG TTPOG TO TTC KOW®VING
ouvOnuo dSuvacHal cuveLDETy.

judgment; and so it is fitting for you to join in
communion and fellowship.

71.1 Yudv yop &v GAARAO1G DIEP LUKp®Y Kol
Aav ElayioT@v EIAOVEIKODVI®MVY, TOGODTOV TOD
0g0D Aadv, OV VIO TG VUETEPALG XEPOTV
€00vvecbat Tpoonkel, dtyovoeiv ovte mpémov o0
dAm¢ Ogttdv elvan moTELETAL.

10. As long as you continue to contend about these
small and very insignificant questions, it is not
fitting that so large a portion of God’s people
should be under the direction of your judgment,
since you are thus divided between yourselves.

71.2 ivo, 0& WiKp@ Topadeiypatt T DUETEPOV
GUVEGY DTOUVACALL, 15TE ONTTOV Kol TOVG
QIAOGOUOVG ADTOVE MG £V UEV GTavVTEC SOYLOTL
ovvtifevtol, ToALAKLG 08 Eme1daV EV TV TV
ATOPAGEDY PEPEL SLUPOVAGLY, £l Kod TH Tfig
EMoTAUNG apeThi Yopilovtoal, Tf) puévtot
TODOOYHOTOG EVOGEL TAAMY €iG AAANAOVG
GLUIVEOLGLY. €1 01 T0UTO £0TL, TAC 0V TOAAD
SadTEPOV MUAG TOLG TOD peydlov Beod
Oepanovtag kafeoT®TOg £V TOTY TPOUIPECEL
Opnokeiag dpoyvHoLg AAMAOLG Elva;

In my opinion, it is not merely unbecoming, but
positively evil, that such should be the case. Let me
arouse your minds by the following little
illustration. You know that philosophers, though
they all adhere to one system, are yet frequently at
issue on certain points, and differ, perhaps, in their
degree of knowledge. Yet they are brought back to
harmony of opinion by the uniting power of their
common teachings. If this be true, is it not far more
reasonable that you, who are the ministers of the
supreme God, should be of one mind in the
profession of the same religion?

71.3 émokeymuedo o1 Aoyloud ueilovi kol
mielovi cuvéoel O Pnbév, gimep opOHDOC Exel o1
OAlyaG Kol potaiog Priudtov &v DIV ELAOVELKIOG
ASEAPOVS AdEAPOTC dvTikeloOon Kai TO TG
GLVOd0VL Tipov doePel diyovoig ympileabar ot
NUAV, 0t TPOG GAANAOVE VIEP LKPHDY OVT® KOl
Undau®dg dvaykaimv eriovelkoduey. dnumon
TaUTA £0TL KOl TOLOTKOAC Avoioig aproTTOVIQ
paAlov fj T T®v igp€v Kol ppovipwv avop®dv
GUVEGEL TPOGTKOVTAL.

Let us still more thoughtfully and with closer
attention examine what I have said, and see
whether it be right: On the ground of some trifling
and foolish verbal difference between ourselves,
should brothers assume towards each other the
attitude of enemies? Should the honorable synod
be torn in two by profane disunion, because of you
who wrangle together on points so trivial and
altogether unessential? This is vulgar, and more
characteristic of childish ignorance, than consistent
with the wisdom of priests and sensible men.

71.4 dmooT®duev EKOVTEG TOV OUPOAKDY
TEPOCUDY. 0 PEYaS HudV 0g6¢. 6 cwTnp
Amavimv, Kooy 8mact To ed¢ EEETEVEV: D’ 0D
] Tpovoig Tavtny £uoi T® Oepamevtii T0D
KPEITTOVOG TV GoVdTV £lg TEAOG EVEYKETY
CLYY®PNOUTE, OTWOC ADTOVG TOVS EKEIVOV O1LLOVG
£UT] TPOGPOVNOEL Kol VINPETiQ Kol vovbeaiag
€VOTAOEL TPOG THV THG GLVOSOV KOWVMVIiaY
EMOVAYOLYOLyLL.

11. Let us withdraw ourselves with a good will
from these temptations of the devil. Our great God
and our common Savior has granted us all the same
light. Permit me, who am his servant, to
successfully bring my task to conclusion, under the
direction of his providence, that I may be enabled,
through my exhortations, diligence, and earnest
warning, to recall his people to communion and
fellowship.




71.5 éme1dn yap, dog Eenv, pia Tig éotv &v NUiv
moTIg Kol pio T Ko NUdS aipécews oVVESIS, TO
T€ TOD VOUOV TOpAYYEALLO TOIG SLGLY 0DTOD
pépeotv gig piav yoyfic Tpodectv 10 dAov
ovyKeiet, TobTo Omep OALyN &V DUV AAMAOLC
QLAOVELKIOY TYEPEY, EMEDN U1 TTPOG THV TOD
TOVTOG VOOV dOVOULY AVIKEL YOPIoUOV TIvVOL Kol
oTAGY LUV UNdaU®dG EUTOIEIT®.

12. You have, as I said, only one faith, and one
opinion about our religion, and the Divine
commandment in all its parts imposes upon us all
the duty of maintaining a spirit of peace. Because
of this, you should not let the circumstance which
has led to a slight difference between you cause
any division or schism among you, since it does
not affect the validity of the whole.

71.6 kai Aéym Todta, 0Oy d¢ dvaykdlov Duag &€
Grovtoc 1] Mav evnfet kai oia SNmoté Eotiv
gxelvn N (A oig ovvtifesOart. dvvatar yop Kai 1O
g oLVOdOL Tipov VUiV dxepaing cmlechat kai
pio Kol 1) a1 KoTo TAVIoV Kowvevia Tnpeical,
KAV TO LOMOTA T1G €V UEPEL TPOG GAANAOVG VUiV
VIEP ENOYIOTOL SlopmVia YEviTaL, ETELON UNOE
Thvteg &v Gmact Tavtov PovAdueda, undE pia Tig
&V MUV QUOIS T} YO U ToALTEDETOL.

13. I say this without in any way desiring to force
you to a complete unity of judgment in regard to
this truly idle question, whatever its real nature
may be. For the dignity of your synod can be
preserved, and the communion of your whole body
can be maintained unbroken, no matter how wide a
difference exists among you about unimportant
matters. We are not all like-minded on every
subject, nor is there such a thing as one universal
disposition and judgment.

nepi pév ovv i Oelog mpovoiag pia Tig v HUiv
£0to TioTic pia ovveoig pio cuvOnk TOd
Kpeittovog, & 6’ vreEp TV ElaryioT®V TOVTOV
mmoewv év aAloig axpiforoyeiche, kav un
TPOG piay yvodunv copeépnode, pévewy eicm
AOYIoUHOD TPOCNKEL, T@M TTig dlavoiag dmopprTe
TNPOVUEVA. TO HEVTOL TG KOWVTIG PIATOG
£€aipetov Kol 1 Thg aAndeiag mioTig 1| € mMEPL TOV
0eov Kai TV Tod vopov Bpnokeiov TN HEVET®
7o LIV dodAevtog: EmavelDete on TpoOg TV
Aoy eiov t€ kal ybptv, arddote T® Aad
EOUTAVTL TOG OIKELNG TEPUTAOKAG, DUETG TE aTOL
KaOamEp TAG EAVTAV YoYiG EKKaONPavTES Ao
aAANAovg Enlyvote. NoimV yap TOAAAKIG QTAia
yiyvetar petd v T ExOpoag dmoddecty avdig eic
KatoAloyny Enaverbodoa.

14. As far, then, as regards Divine Providence, let
there be one faith, and one understanding among
you, one united judgment concerning God. But as
to your subtle disputations on questions of little or
no significance, though you may be unable to
harmonize in opinion, such differences should be
confined to your own private minds and thoughts.
And now, let the preciousness of common
affection, let faith in the truth, let the honor due to
God and to the observance of his law remain
immovably among you. Resume your mutual
feelings of friendship, love, and respect. Restore to
the people their customary embraces; and you
yourselves purify your souls, as it were, and once
more acknowledge one another. For it often
happens that when a reconciliation is effected by
the removal of the causes of hostility, friendship
becomes even sweeter than it was before.

72.1 An630TE 0OV Ot YOANVAC HEV TUEPOC
vOKTOG & duepipvoug, tva kdpoi Tic noovn
KkaBapod pmwtog kol fiov Aouwodv Nobyov
0ppocvvn omlnrtar €l 6¢ un, oTévewy avaykn
Kal dakpvo1g 61 HAov cuyyeichot Kai unde Tov

15. Restore me then my quiet days, and untroubled
nights, that the joy of undimmed light, the delight
of a tranquil life, may be my portion from here on.
Otherwise I will be forced to mourn with constant
tears, and I will not be able to pass the remainder




0D (v ai®dva Tpdog veictacHat. TdV Yap Tot
70D Be0D Ladv, TV cUVOEPATOVIMV AEY® TOV
£UdV, obtoc adikm kol BraPepd mpog dAANAoLE
QIAOVEIKIQ KEYOPLOUEVAV, EUE TAC EYYOPET TA
AOYIGU® CLVEGTAVAL AOUTOV;

of my days in peace. While the people of God,
whose fellow-servant I am, are so divided among
themselves by an unreasonable and wicked spirit of
contention, how is it possible that I shall be able to
maintain a tranquil mind?

72.2 va, 8¢ TG €ml TOVT® AVTNG TNV VepPoAnv
aioOnobe, tponv émotac T Nikoundéwv moret
TOPOYPTIUE TPOC TV EDAV HRELYOUNV TT] YVOUT).
2revdovTL oM Hot TPOG VUGS Kol @) TAgiovt uépet
oLV DIV OvTL 1) ToDOE TOD TPAYUATOG Gryyeriol
TPOG TOEUTAALY TOV AOYICUOV Gveyaitioey, tva un
TO1g 0pOaALOTC Opav avaykacBeiny 6 unde toic
aKxoadig TpoaicBéchar dSuvatov fyovuny. dvoilote
oM pot Aowov év 1fj kb Hudg Opovoig Tiic Edag
TNV 086V, f|v Taig TPOC AAANAOVG GIAOVELKINLG
amexieicate, Kol cuyyopnoate OatTov DUAG TE
opod kai Tovg BAAOVE GravTag 61LoVE EMOETY
yoipovta, Kol TV VIEP THG KOG Amivimv
opovoiag kai Elevbepiog opethopévny yapv €n’
0PN OIS AOY®V cuvOuacty OpoloyTicot @
KPEITTOVL.

And I will give you a proof how great my sorrow
has been in this regard. Not long ago I visited
Nicomedia, and had intended to proceed
immediately from that city to the East. It was while
I was hurrying towards you, and had already
finished the greater part of the journey, that the
news of this matter reversed my plan, so that I
would not be forced to see with my own eyes that
which I felt myself scarcely able even to hear. So
open for me by your unity of judgment that road to
the regions of the East which your dissensions have
closed to me, and permit me speedily to see you
and all other peoples rejoicing together. Render due
acknowledgment to God in the language of praise
and thanksgiving for the restoration of general
peace and liberty to all.
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