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23.8 Eustathius, bishop of Antioch, accuses
Eusebius Pamphilus of perverting the Nicene
Creed; but Eusebius again denies that he is
transgressing the creed of Nicaea, and pushes
back, saying that Eustathius was introducing the
viewpoint of Sabellius. As a result, they each
wrote tracts as if fighting against adversaries: and
although both sides admitted that the Son of God
is a distinct person and existence, and all
confessed that there is one God in three Persons;
yet, although I cannot say why, they were unable
to agree with each other, and therefore there was
no way they could come to a truce.

24.1. THvodov obv &v AVTIo¥EiQ TOWGAVTES
kaBapovoy Evotdbiov og 1o Zoapeririiov poiiov
epovodvta 1j dmep 1 &v Nikaig 60vodog
850YNATIoEY, MG PEV 0DV TIVEC QOOTV, <KOL> St
dALag 00K dyadag aitiag eovepdS yap ovK
eipnroctv. Todto 8¢ émi ndvtev eiobact TdV
kaBapovpuévev motely oi Enickomnot,
KOKNYOpOoOVTEG HEV Kol dcePelv Aéyovteg, Tag 08
aitiog thg doePeiag 0d TpooTiBévTed.

23.9 When a counsil was then convened at
Antioch, it deposed Eustathius, as having
Sabellian sentiments rather than those which the
council at Nicaea had formulated, as some say,
while others affirm this was done because of other
unsatisfactory accusations. Though nothing was
stated publicly. This is how bishops usually act
toward everyone who is deposed, accusing them
and calling them impious without laying out the
occasions for the charges of impiety.
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24. 2 When writing a panegyric for Eusebius of
Emesa, George, the bishop of Laodicea in Syria,
one of the men who hated the

term homoousios, stated, that they deposed
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Eustathius as favoring Sabellianism, on the
accusations of Cyrus, bishop of Beroea.
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24.3 We will speak later of Eusebius of Emesa.
But George wrote somewhat inconsistently about
Eustathius. For after asserting that Eustathius was
accused by Cyrus of Sabellianism, he tells us on
the other hand that Cyrus himself was convicted
and deposed for it.
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24.4 Now how was it possible that Cyrus should
accuse Eustathius as a Sabellian, when he inclined
to Sabellianism himself? It appears likely
therefore that Eustathius must have been
condemned on other grounds.
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24.5 At that time, because he [Eustathius] was
deposed, dangerous unrest began at Antioch; for
when they proceeded to elect a successor, it
kindled such great dissension that the entire city
was threatened with destruction. Two factions
arose among the church laity—one energetically
seeking that Eusebius Pamphilus move from
Cesarea in Palestine to Antioch, the other equally
determined on having Eustathius reinstated.
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The city’s populace became infected with a
partisan spirit in this quarrel among the Christians,
with a military force arrayed on both sides with
hostile intent. A bloody collision was about to take
place, except that God and fear of the emperor
repressed the violence of the crowds.
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For it was through the emperor’s letters and
Eusebius’s refusal to accept the bishopric, that the
riots were quelled. For this reason the emperor
came to admire the bishop [Eusebius], and wrote
to commend him for his prudent decision, and
congratulating him as a person he considered
worthy of being bishop of not just a single city but
of almost the whole world.
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Consequently it is said that the bishop’s chair of
the church at Antioch remained vacant for eight
consecutive years after this period. Eventially,
through the efforts of those who were eager to
subvert the Nicene creed, Euphronius was
appointed.
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This is all the information I have about the council
held at Antioch concerning Eustathius.
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