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Kovotavtivog Zefactog taic EkkAnoiog.

Constantine Augustus, to the churches.

1. [eipav Aafav €k g TV Kowvdvy gvmpa&iog,
oo ti|g Belag duvapews TEQLke Yapis, ToOTOV Ye
PO TAVTOV EKPIVOL EIVOL LLOL TPOGTKELV GKOTTOV,
OGS Topd TOIG LOKAPIOTATOLG THG KABOAKTG
gkkAnociog Aot mioTig o Kol EIAKPIVIg
GyGmn OLOYVOU®V TE TEPL TOV TAYKpaT| OOV
evoéfela Tpttan

1. The great grace of God’s power has constantly
been increasing, as is evident in the general
prosperity of the empire. I therefore decided to
make it my aim above all else that one faith,
sincere love, and unvarying devotion to Almighty
God be maintained among the most blessed
assemblies of the catholic church.

2. AX\ &nedny todto ovy 0ldv T N dkAvi kai
BePaiov ta&v Aafelv, €l un gig TadTOV TAVTOV
Opod 1 T®V YoV TAEOVOV EMGKOTMV
oLVEMDOVTOV, EKAGTOV TAV TPOGNKOVI®V T
ayltotdTn Opnokeia dS1aKpIolg YEVolTo, ToOVTOL
gvekev mAgiotv dcmv cuvabpoicBéviav (Kol
TG 88 Kabdmep €1 4 DUV ET0yVOV

GUUTOPAOV* O YOp apynoaiuny v, £p° @ pacTa

2. But I perceived that this could only be
established firmly and permanently when all of
the bishops, or at least the greatest part, were
convened in the same place for a council where
they could discuss every point of our most holy
religion. So we assembled as many as possible,
and I myself was also present as one of you; for I
will not deny what I especially rejoice in, that |




Yoip®, cuvOepAT®Y VUETEPOC TEQUKEVAL), By Pl
TOGOVTOL AmavTa THG TPOSNKOVONG TETUYNKEY
gEetdioemc, dypic ob M T TAVTOV EpOPm DD
Gp£oKOVEa, YVOUN TPOG TNV THG EVOTNTOC
oVHEOViaY €ig PAS TPoNy O, g UNdEV ETL TPOC
dyovolay i Tiotemg aupiofnnoty boAcinesHar.

am your fellow-servant. All points were then
minutely investigated, until a decision was
brought to light which was found acceptable to
him who is the inspector of all things, and brought
a unified agreement, leaving nothing which could
cause dissension or controversy in matters of
faith.

3. "EvBa kai mepi ti|g T0d mhoya aytotdng
Nuépag yevopévng nmoewg £50&e Kowi Yvoun
KOAGDC Exev éml pdc NUEPAC TAVTAG TOVC
amovToyoD EMTELEV. TL yap NUIV KGAAOV, Ti 68
oeuvoTepoV LdpEat duvhieeTal To TNV E0PTNV
TV, Top’ Nig THY THG dOavaciog eieapey
EATda, il taéel kol pavepd Aoy® mapd mioty
AO10TTOTOG PLAATTEGONL; KOl TPDTOV HEV
avacov EdoEev elvar Ty aytotdTny éketvnv
goptnv 1) @V Tovdaiwv Emopévoue cuvnbeig
TANPODV, 01 TAG E0VTAV XEIpag abepite
TANUUEMLOTL ¥ PAVOVTEC EIKOTOC TG YUYAG Ol
H1opol TVPADTTOVSLY. EEEOTL YaP TOD EKEIVOV
£0voug amoPAndévtoc aAnbeotépa tatet, fiv €k
TPOTS T0D TAboVG MUEPaAg dypt TOD TOPOVTOG
EpuAa&apiey, kal €Tl TOVG LEALOVTAG QUIdVAG TNV
TG EmMTNPNOEDS TAVTNG CVUTANPOCY
éxtetveotar.

3. At the council we also considered the issue of
our holiest day, Easter, and it was determined by
common consent that everyone, everywhere
should celebrate it on one and the same day. For
what can be more appropriate, or what more
solemn, than that this feast from which we have
received the hope of immortality, should be kept
by all without variation, using the same order and
a clear arrangement? And in the first place, it
seemed very unworthy for us to keep this most
sacred feast following the custom of the Jews, a
people who have soiled their hands in a most
terrible outrage, and have thus polluted their
souls, and are now deservedly blind. Since we
have cast aside their way of calculating the date of
the festival, we can ensure that future generations
can celebrate this observance at the more accurate
time which we have kept from the first day of the
passion until the present time.

4. Mnogv toivov oTm DUTV KOVOV HETA TOD
&yBiotov TV Tovdaimv dylov. einepapey yap
Tapd. To cOTHPOC ETEPAV 0OV, TPOKEITUL dPOLOG
1] tepotaTn Mudv Bpnokeia Kol voppog kol
TPET®V. TOLTOV CLUPAOVAOS AVTIAAUPAVOUEVOL TTC
aioypdg EKEIVIG E0VTOVG GUVEIINGEWDG
GTOCTACOEY, AOEAPOL TIUIDTATOL.

4. Therefore have nothing in common with that
most hostile people, the Jews. We have received
another way from the Savior. In our holy religion
we have set before us a course which is both valid
and accurate. Let us unanimously pursue this. Let
us, most honored brothers, withdraw ourselves
from that detestable association.

5. ot yap ®¢ AANOGOC drommTaTtov £Keivoug
aOYEV, OG Apa TOPEKTOG THG AVTMV S100CKAAING
TOUTO PLAATTEY OVK ginuev ikavol. Ti 6 ppovelv
0pOoOV €keivol dSuvncovTal, ol PETH TNV
KuplokToviay T€ kol matpokToviay gkeiviy
EKOTAVTEC TOV PPEVAV dyovTol o AOYIGU®D TIVL
GAN” OpuT) dKoTaoyKETW, Omn & dv adTovG 1)
ELLOLTOC OO TAV AmayT Hovia; Ekelbev Toivuv K

5. It is truly most absurd for them to boast that we
are incapable of rightly observing these things
without their instruction. On what subject are they
competent to form a correct judgment, who, after
that murder of their Lord and patricide lost their
senses, and are led not by any rational motive, but
by an uncontrollable impulsiveness to wherever
their innate fury may drive them? This is why




TOVT® TG UEPEL TNV GAN0EL0V 0VY OpdOLY, MG del
K0T, TO TAEIGTOV 0DTOVE TAAVMUEVOLE AVTL TT|G
TPOCTKOVOTG Enavopldcemg &v 1@ avT® ETel
de0TEPOV TO TACYO EMITEAETV.

even in this matter they do not perceive the truth,
so that they constantly err in the utmost degree,
and will celebrate the Feast of Passover a second
time in the same year instead of making a suitable
correction.

6. Tivog obv yéptv Tovtolg mdueda, obg detviv
TAGVIV VOGETV ®UOAOYNVTAL, OEVTEPOV YOpP TO
naoyo &v EVi EVIaVT® OVK GV TOTE TOIELY
ave&opeba. AL’ €l kol Tadta P TPovKELTO, TV
vueTépay ayyivolav Expiv kol d1d 6Tovdf|g Kol o1’
euyNg EYEV mMAVTOTE €V UNdeVOg OLOOTNTL TO
KaOapoOV TG NUETEPOC YLYTIG KOVOVETY OKELY
avOpdnov 0ot TayKdKkwy.

6. Why then should we follow the example of
those who are acknowledged to be infected with
serious error? Surely we should never allow
Easter to be kept twice in one and the same year!
But even if these considerations were not laid
before you, you should still be careful, both by
diligence and prayer, that your pure souls should
have nothing in common, or even seem to do so,
with the customs of men so utterly depraved.

7. [Ipd¢ T01TOLG KAKEIVO TAPESTLY GLVOPEY, MG &V
TNAKOOTE TPAypHoTL Kol Totodtry Opnokeiog £oprti
dopoviay VIAPYEY 0TIV AOEDTATOV.

7. This should also be considered: In a matter so
important and of such religious significance, the
slightest disagreement is most irreverent.

8. piav yap uiv v g NueTépag Erevbepiog
Nuépav, TOLTEGTIV TNV TOD AY1TATOL TAOOVG, O
NHETEPOC TOPESWKE GOTAP, Kol pioty glvar THvV
Kaolkny adTod kkAnciav Pefovintar, g &l kol
T péALoTO €15 TOAAODS KOl S10pOPOVS TOTOVS TO
uépm dumpnral, GAL’ OUmG EVi TVELLLATL, TOVTECTL
1@ Belo PovAnpart, BdAmeTat.

8. For our Savior left us only one day to be
observed in remembrance of our deliverance, that
is the day of his most holy passion. He also
wished his catholic church to be one; the members
of which are still cared for by one Spirit, that is by
the will of God, however much they may be
scattered in various places.

9. AoyicacBm &’ 1 Tiig DUETEPOG OGLOTNTOG
ayyivola, OTmg €0Tl HEVOV TE KOl ATPETEG KATH
TOG OOTAG NUEPOS ETEPOVG PEV TAIG VNOTEIOUG
ooAalew, ETEPOVG O GUUTOCLA EMITEAETV, KOl
UETA TAG TOD oy NUEPAG BAAOVC UEV £0PTOIC
Kol avéoeotv éEgtdleco, GALOVG OE Taig
wpiopévalg Ekoeddsbot vnoteiong. 61a TodTo yolv
g TPoonKoVoTNG EMavopHDCEMG TVYETV Kol TPOG
piav datdmmoty dyesbat todto 1) Oela Tpdvola
Bovdetat, dg Eywye Gmavtag yoDUoL GUVOPAV.

9. Let the good sense consistent with your sacred
character consider how grievous and inappropriate
it is, that on the same days some should be
observing fasts, while others are celebrating
feasts; and after the days of Easter some should
celebrate festivities and enjoyments, while others
submit to appointed fastings. For this reason
Divine Providence directed that we put into effect
an appropriate correction and establish uniformity
of practice, as I suppose you are all aware.

10. 60gv énedn TovTo obTMG EmavopHodchot
TPOGT|KEV, MG UNOEV LETA TOD TAV TOTPOKTOVOV
1€ KOl KUPLoKTOVEVY &keivav EvOoug etvat Kotvov,
€oT1 1€ TAEIG EVTPENNG, TV dmacal ai T®V SVTIKGV
TE Kol LESNUPPIV®Y Kol APKTOOV THG OIKOVUEVNG

10. So first, it was desirable to change the
situation so that we have nothing in common with
that nation of father-killers who slew their Lord.
Second, the order which is observed by all the
churches of the western, southern, and northern




LEPAV TOPAPLAATTOVCY EKKANGIOL KOl TIVEG TOV
KaTd TV £Qav TOT®V, 00 Evekev &mi Tod TapOVTog
KOAGDG EYEV AmAVTEG IYNOOVTO, KOl AVTOG OE T
VUETEPQ, Ayyvoiq Gpécety veayoOuny, v’ dnep 6
av kot v T@v Popaiov tolwv Trodiov te kol
Aoppwny, dracov Aiyvrtov, Xrnaviog, ['aiAiac,
Bpettaviag, Aipvag, 6Anv ‘EALGSa, Aclaviy T
droiknow kai [Tovtuy kol Kiduciov pud kol
CULPOVE® PUAATTETOL YVOUT, ACUEVOC TODTO Kol
1 DUETEPQ TTPOGOEENTOL GUVEDLS, AOYILOUEVT G
oV puévov mAeiwv 6TV O TV KATAH TOVG
TPOEPTUEVOVG TOTOVG EKKANGIDV Ap1OUdS, GALY
Kol ™G TOVTO LAALGTO KOWVT] TAVTOG 0C1DTOTOV
€oti PovrecBat, Omep kai O axpiprg Adyog
amontelv dokel kal ovdepiov peta g Tovdaimv
gmopkiag Exewv Kovaviay.

parts, and by some also in the eastern, is quite
suitable. Therefore, at the current time, we all
thought it was proper that you, intelligent as you
are, would also cheerfully accept what is observed
with such general unanimity of sentiment in the
city of Rome, throughout Italy, Africa, all Egypt,
Spain, France, Britain, Libya, the whole of
Greece, and the dioceses of Asia, Pontus, and
Cilicia. I pledged myself that this solution would
satisfy you after you carefully examined it,
especially as I considered that not only are the
majority of congregations located in the places
just mentioned, but also that we all have a most
sacred obligation, to unite in desiring whatever
common sense seems to demand, and what has no
association with the perjury of the Jews.

11. “Iva 6& 10 KePaAUIDMIESTATOV CLVTOUWG EITT®,
KOWT] TAVT®V 1pece KPIGEL TNV AYIWTATNY TOD
naoyo EopTNV W Kol Tf) a0Tii uépq
ocuvtereioOat. 0VdE yap TPEMEL &V TO1OTN
aytotnTL ival tva Stapopdy, kol kAo EmecOot
TH] yvoun todt, &v 1 ovdepia Eoton dAlotpiog
TAGVNG Kol apaptipotog Eryuiéia.

11. But to sum up matters briefly, it was
determined by common consent that the most holy
festival of Easter should be solemnized on one
and the same day; for it is not at all decent that
there should be in such a sacred serious matter
any difference. It is quite commendable to adopt
this option which has nothing to do with any
strange errors, nor deviates from what is right.

12. Tobtov ovv obtmg &xoviov, dopévag Séyecs
TNV ovpaviay yaptv Koi Oeiov g aAnddg
EVTOMV: TTdv yap O T1 6’ Gv &v T0ig ayiolg TV
EMOKOT®V GUVESPIOLG TPATTNTAL, TODTO TPOG TNV
Ociav fovAncty &yetl Ty avagopdy. 510 mhot Toig
ayomnToig UV AdeApols gupavicaves To
TPOYEYPOUUEVO TiON KOl TOV TPOEIPTUEVOV AOYOV
Kol TNV TOpATHPNGLY THG Ayl@TATNG UEPOS
vodéyecbai te Kol draTdTTey OQeireTe, tva
EMEOOV TPOG TNV AL Lot TOHOVUEVIV TG
vueTépag drabéceme Oyv apikmpot, &v uid kol Ti
avTh Nuépa TV ayiov ped’ dudv soptnyv
gmreléoar 6uvvnBG Kol TAvTV Evekev ped’ vUdV
€0O0KNO®, GLVOP®Y TNV SLOPOAIKTV DUOTNTA VIO
1]g Oelog duvdapewms 610 TOV MUETEP®V TPAEEDY
avnpnrévny, akpalovong mavtoyod Thg MUETEPUC
miotemg Kol eipvng kal opovoiag. 0 Bedg dudg
dtapurd&ot, aderpol dyamntoi.

12. Since these things are consistent, gladly
receive this heavenly and truly divine command.
For whatever is done in the sacred assemblies of
the bishops can be traced to divine will.
Therefore, once you have demonstrated the things
which have been prescribed to all our beloved
brothers, it would be good for you to make public
the above written statements and to accept the
reasoning which has proved itself to be sound, and
to establish this observance of the most holy day.
In this way, when [ arrive to check on your
condition, which I have desired earnestly for some
time, I will be able to celebrate the sacred festival
with you on one and the same day, and will
rejoice with you for all things, as I see that
through our efforts divine power is frustrating
Satan’s cruelty, and that your faith, peace, and




unity are flourishing everywhere. May God
preserve you, beloved brothers.
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