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Following the Council of Nicaea, the emperor sent a letter to the congregation in Alexandria proclaiming
what had been decreed at the council. He declares that Arius and his heresy had been rejected and urges
the Alexandrians to renounce any adherence or favor towards Arianism and to accept wholeheartedly the
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The Greek text below is that of Opitz in AW 2:37. The English translation is that of Aaron West and
Austin Claflin, adapted from that of Socrates version by Zenos (NPNF? 2:13-14).

This work is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

Kovotavtivog Xefaotog T kaboAiki Constantine Augustus, to the catholic church of the
AleEavdpémv EKkAnocig. Alexandrians.

1. Xaipete, dyamntol adedpoi. tekeiav mapa tf)g | 1. Greetings, my beloved brothers! We have

Osiag mpovoiag eineouey yapv, tva mhong received a complete blessing from Divine
TGV G AmaAdayévteg oy Kol TV ootV Providence, namely, we have been relieved from all
EMYIVOOKOUEV THGTLV. error and been united in a common confession of

one and the same faith.

2. Ovdev Aomov 1@ SaPore EEgott kad’ 2. The devil will no longer have any power against
NUGV: TV 6, TL &’ AV KAKOTEYVNOAUEVOG us, since all the schemes he in his hatred had
Emneyeipnoey, €k BaBpwv aviipntor: Tag devised for our destruction, have been entirely

dyovoiag, Ta oyiopata, Tovg BopvPoug ékeivoug | overthrown from their foundations. At the
Kal T TOV SLeovidV, (v’ obtog einm, Bavdciua | command of God, the splendor of truth has

Qapuoka kot 0eod KEAgLo 1) ThG dANnOeiog dissolved all the poisons so deadly to unity:
éviknoe Aoumpotnge. &va totyopodv Gravteg Oeov | dissensions, schisms, commotions, and the like. We
Ko T¢) OVOLLOTL TPOGKLVODUEV Kai elvart all now worship the One by name, and continue to

TEMIGTEDKOLEV. believe that he is the One God.




3. "Iva. 8¢ TodTO YévnTan, bmopvnoet Beod
ovvekaieoa, gic TNV Nikaéwv TOAY TV
m\eloTong OV EMoKOnmY, ped’ OV kaddmep g
glc &€ UMV &yd cvvepammV DpTEPOg KoH’
VmepPoAV elvar yoipv kol adTOg THY THG
aAnOeiog éEétacty avede&auny.

3. In order to accomplish all of this, at God’s
summoning [ assembled a large number of bishops
at the city of Nicaea, and | joined them in
investigating the truth, though I am only one of you,
who rejoices exceedingly in being your fellow-
servant.

4. "HAéyyOn yodv Gravta kol AkpiBdg
é&ntootal, 6ca oM apeiforiav fj duyovoiog
TPOPACY £60KEL YEVVAVY, Kol pelodchm 1) Oeia
peyaAeldtne, NAika Kol Mg dvo TEPL TOD
NUETEPOL CWTT|POG, TEPL ThG EATIDOG Kol {wiig
NU®V, Arpendc EPAAGENLOVY TIVES, TAVAVTIO
T0ig Oe0mveEDOTOIG YPOPOic Kol Tf Ayl TioTEal
@Beyyouevol T€ Kol TIETEVEWY OLOAOYODVTEG.

4. All points which seemed ambiguous or could
possibly lead to dissension have been discussed and
accurately examined. May the Divine Majesty
forgive the unfortunately huge number of the
blasphemies which some were shamelessly uttering
against the mighty Savior, our life and hope, as they
declared and confessed things contrary to the
divinely inspired Scriptures.

5. Tpuokociov yobv kol TAEOVOV ETCKOT®V £
ooEpocHV Te Kol dyyvoig avpalopévov, piov
Kol TNV o0tV ToTw, 1 kol Toig aAnbsiong
dcp1Pig Tod Beiov vopov mépuke ToTIG, Elvat
BeBatovviov, povog Apetog Epmpadn Tiig
Stofoliki|g Evepyeiog NTTNUEVOG KOl TO KOKOV
10070 TPAOTOV PEV ap’ LUV, Emetta ¢ Kol Top’
£tépolg aoePel yvoun doomeipag.

5. More than three hundred bishops, remarkable for
their moderation and intellectual keenness, were
unanimous in their confirmation of one and the
same faith, a faith which has arisen in agreement
with the truths of the Law of God. Arius alone had
been misled by the devil, and was found to be the
only one set on promoting this unholy mischief,
first among you, and afterwards among others as
well.

6. AvadeEopeda toryapodv fjv 0 mavtokpaTop
TOPECYE YVOUNY: ETOVEAD@UEY €Tl TOVG
AyommTovg UGBV ASEAPOVS, OV NG ToD
dloforov AvaLdNg TIC VINPETNG EXDPICEY, EML TO
KOWOV 6MUO Kol T YVHoL0 LDV EAN oTTovdT)
oo Iopey.

6. Let us therefore embrace that teaching which the
Almighty has presented to us. Let us return to our
beloved brothers from whom we have been
separated by an irreverent servant of the devil. Let
us eagerly come together as one common body with
those who are our fellow members.

7. Todto yap kad Tfj dyyvoiq kol Tfj miotel kol
T 0010TNTL Tf] VUETEPQ TPéTeL, Tva TG TAGVNG
éheyybeiong ékeivov, Ov ti|g dAnbeiag ExOpov
£lval GUVEGTNKE, PO TV Osiav mavérOnte
xopv.

7. This is fitting for such discernment, faith and
holiness as yours, that you return to divine favor,
since it has been proved that this error comes from
a man who is an enemy of the truth.

8. "0 yap 10l Tpraxociolg Opod fpecev
EMOKOTOLG, OVOEV E0TV ETEPOV 1) TOD BEOD
YVOUT, LAAIGTA OTTOV Y€ TO Gylov TVED LA
TOOVTOV Kol TNAKOVTOV GvOp®dV Taig dtavoiang
gykeipevov Ty Oeiav fovAnow é€gpmTioe.

8. This ruling, made by the collective judgment of
three hundred bishops, cannot be other than the
doctrine of God, especially where the Holy Spirit
has illuminated the divine will by placing it upon
the minds of so many dignified persons.




9. A0 pndeig dpeiforréto, undeic
VepTfécm, GALG TPOBVUMC TAVTES ElC TNV
dAnBeotdny 660V éndvite, tv’ énedav doov
0VOET® TTPOG VUGS APIKMUAL, TOG OPEIAOUEVOG
0 TAVTEPOP® Be® 1eD’ UMDY OpOAOYHo®
xéprrag, OtL TV elikpivii TioTv Emdeilag v
gvkraioy NUIv dydmmy GmrodEdmKey. Kol GAAT
xepi. 6 Bgdg VUG S1PLAGEEL, AdE POT
Gryomntol.

9. Therefore let no one sit on the fence or delay, but
let everyone quickly return to the unquestionable
path of duty, so that when I arrive among you
(which will be as soon as possible), I may together
with you return due thanks to God, who closely
watches all things, for having revealed the pure
faith, and for restoring to you that love for which
you have prayed. (Written by another hand.) May
God protect you, beloved brothers.
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