Letter of Emperor Constantine to Arius (Dok.27)

Reference Dok. 27; Urk. 34; CPG 2042
Incipit Kaxog épunvedg
Date 325

Ancient sources

Athanasius, De decretis Nicaenae. 40
Socrates, Church History 1.9.30
Anonymous Church History 3.19.1

Modern edition

Opitz, AW 2:38-43 2 (Berlin: De Gruyter, 1935).

In Athanasius’s De decretis, Dok. 28 is preceded by a heading mentioning the same two imperial
magistrates (agentes in rebus) Syncletius and Gaudentius who delivered this letter (see the end
below). Opitz thus concluded that the two edicts were composed and delivered at the same time. But
whereas Opitz dated this to c. 333, Heil has argued convincingly (AW 3.3:36-38) that they were
written in 325, soon after the Council of Nicaea, this letter as the emperor’s confirmation of the
judgment against Arius, but at the same time giving him one last chance to recant (§42) before the

condemnation is implemented (Dok. 28).

The Greek text below is that edited by Opitz, AW 2:38-43 with emendations by Scheidweiler (“Zur
neuen Ausgabe”) as noted in AW 2.8:97. The English translation has been adapted from that found in
Coleman-Norton’s Roman State and Christian Church (London: SPCK, 1966), #67, and is used with

permission.

This work is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

Kovotavtivog Xefaoctog Apeio kol Toig cOv
adTd Apelavoic

Constantine Augustus to Arius and the Arians
with him.

1. Kakog €punvede adtdypnua eikov (te) Kol
avopLag (€ott) ToD dafforov. Hdomep Yap
€kelvov ol devol TAdoTal Tpog Amdtng déheap
TAGTTOVGLY, 010VEL KAALOVG 0T EVTTPETELOY
TPOCUNYOVAUEVOL aicyioT Kabdraé dvtl v
QOOV, OTTMG GV TOVG TAAMTDPOVE GTTOAADOL
TAGVIY aDTOIG TPOTIVMV, TOV aDTOV 00VTOG AV
Ol TPOTOV MO GELEY, ® HOVOV GTLOVdTIG
dEov TodT’ elvon dokel, O oL THG oikeiog
ttapdTog MANTpla AEE®dS TpoPaiiestat.

1. A wicked interpreter is really an image and a
statue of the Devil. For as skilled sculptors mould
him for an incitement to deception, as if
cunningly contriving a goodly appearance of
beauty for him, who by nature is absolutely most
base, that he may destroy miserable persons by
offering error to them, in the same way, I think,
must act this fellow, to whom only this appears to
be worthy of zeal: namely, to proffer profusely
the poisons of his own effrontery.

2. ToryGpTOL KOV Ko, 4’ o0 YEYOVaGLY
vOpmmol, 0VOETOTOTE PavEICAV ATIOTIOG
gloayel wioTw, d10mep oVdLY Ti|g dAnbdeiog dpa
amddov €keivo paivetor T molon Tf) Oeig prioet
dmpOpmpévov, 6T TPOG TO KAKOV €101 TIGTOL.

2. Therefore he introduces a belief of unbelief —
new and never yet at any time seen since men
have been born. Wherefore truly that does not
seem at variance from the truth, which long ago
was described distinctly by the divine saying:
“They are trusty for evil.”




3. 118’ év 11 €keivo Aéyorto v T0D
Bovievecat yapty adTOV ATOAMAEKOTO PUNKETL
KOLQIoHOD Tva Emukovpiay ebpachat
Embopeiv; i toivov enui, “Xprote Xploté,
KOpte KOpie;” Tl dmote Mg T0 doePeg Todto
ANGTAPLOV OCT|UEPUL TITPMOKEL, EGTNKEV &
gvavtiag dewvn Ti¢ frado ToOAua, BpuydTot
gmmpiovoa TOV 036vVTo SOGUOPPOG VT’ ATIHI0G
KO TOVTOOOITOIG TEPITETPOUEVT] EYKANULOCLY.

3. For why can anyone say this: that he who no
longer desires to find any aid for alleviation has
lost the grace of taking advice? Why, then, do I
say: “Christ, Christ, Lord, Lord!”? Why in the
world do bandits injure us daily? A certain harsh
and violent audacity stands before us; it roars,
gnashing its teeth, deformed by dishonor, and
wounded by manifold accusations.

4. abtn pévtot &v 1@ vOU® Koi T® mepl cod
KnpoypoTt domep Tiol {olog Kol Tpucopiong
KoKV dtopopovpévn Eepevyetan UEv EEDAELG
AOYOLC, YPAPOVGa 88 TOHTOVG EKQaivel, 0DG
000£m0TE GV T® AIdim TG cOvTOD TNYTG TG
TaTpl cVVLTTAPYWOV (V) Tdig mePl GaVTOD
YVOGESY APDPLGAS. GLVAYEL 0& OAMG Kol
GLHEOPETL deva dtTa Kol dvopa doefrpata,
ViV pév oG YAmTTag Kpadaivovusa, viv 8 o
TaAWY Tl T@V AOAMmV omovdaic Ematpouévn,
ol &’ adetog abtn mapovrag Eamatd Kol
@Beipel.

4. Of course, it, just as if scattered by certain
storms and waves of evils, in the law and the
proclamation about you vomits pernicious words
and in writing produces these, which you, who do
not at all coexist with the Eternal Father of your
origin, have defined by cognition about yourself.
In short, it collects and gathers certain terrible and
lawless impieties, now indeed agitating tongues,
now again uplifted by enthusiasm for miserable
persons, whom, when present for security, it
deceives and destroys.

5. Bobhopat 8¢ §jon tod mpoidpov avtiig TV
eUoty éEgtdoat. Ti yap on Aéyet; ““H
KaTéYOUEY,” NGV, “ob 0N &yKpateig
yeyovopey 1 yevésbm mg avtol

BovAdueba.” TénToKE Kol TODTO TEMTOKE
AvopovHEVOG “O0A®,” enoiv, “1| devotnTt
TOVOVPYIaG.” OVOEV SLOQEPEL. GEUVOV LOVOV
Nyetra, 0 410 movnpdg Emvoiag gic adTOV
gloeppon.

5. But now I wish to examine the character of its
chief proponent. For what says he? He says,
“Either let us hold that, of which already we have
been made possessors, or let it be done, just as we
ourselves desire.” He has fallen and in these
matters he has fallen dead; he says: “By treachery
or cleverness of knavery” — it makes no
difference. He considers holy only what has crept
into him through base thought.

6. “ITANON,” enotv, “Eyopev.” mpoPrcopat omn
HIKpOV a0TO¢ €Ml 10 TPOGhev, Mg v TAV THig
poviag ToAép@v Beatng yévopat. avtoc, Epny,
&ym wpoPnoopat 6 ToUG T®V APPOVDV
TOAELOVE TTOVEWY lOmG. dye 61, Apeg Apete,
aomidov 1 ypeia. i oo ye TOVTO TOMOTG,
ikeTeboUEY. EMOYETO YOOV GE M)

TG Appoditng optiio. GAAL yop €10° d¢ TolC
Oyho1g dprota cvvekpotijoBatl dokelc, obTw
oot 1] mepl 1OV Xp1otov e0oePeiq TpooTke
axpalew.

6. He says: “We have the masses.” Indeed, |
myself shall advance a little farther, that [ may
become a spectator of those wars of insanity. |
myself, I said, shall advance, I who have been
accustomed to end wars of senseless men. Come
now Ares Arius, there is need for shields. Do not
do this, we beg; at least, then, let Aphrodite’s
intercourse detain you. But really, would that, as
you seem to fashion the finest things for the
masses, so it would be your part to abound in
piety toward Christ!

7. 1800 &M méAv a ikéng Epyopat Kol Toig
Omho1g ToumANn0eg ioyvwv pdyesBot pev ovk

7. Look, I come again as a suppliant and, though
powerful in weapons in respect to the whole




€06, 1] 6¢ 100 Xp1otod TEPpayUEVog ToTEL
oé te ldoacBat kal Tovg dAlovg Oepanedoan
Bovropa.

populace, I do not wish to fight; but fortified by
Christ’s faith, I desire you both to be cured and to
heal others.

8. ti 0DV QNG TadTa TPATTEWY, & (L) TOiC ffeot
TPOGCT|KE TOIG 601G, GAAG ned’ omoiag fovyiag,
eimé pot, fj tiva teprovsiov mepPefinuévog,
naAlov 6¢ &’ 6, TL mpometeiog EANAAKMG;
TOMUING VTO KepaVAVY a&iag Kabopedijva.
dxovoate yap, olo dSedNAMKE TPAONY TPOC E,
iov amootdlovtt ypdoov t@ kaAdum. “Ottw,”
onoi, “motedopey.” glt’, oipol, Tpoceic ovK
oida frrto GoPapde TS Kol LAl dcpPdS
€ENoKNLLéEVa, TPOLMY TOPPMOTEP® OVIEV O, Tt
TRV SEVAV AmESIOTNOEY, GAL” dAOV, OC OV
glmot T1g, TOV Ti|g mapavoiog avémEe
Onoavpdv. “Amneglavvoueda,” onoi, “kai TV
10D glodgyOfvon Mudg ddeiav dparpodvrar.”

8. Why, therefore, do you say that you do these
things, which befit not your character? But with
what peace, tell me, or encompassed with what
abundance, but rather, advanced with what
rashness? Oh, audacity worthy to be destroyed by
thunderbolts! For hear what he, writing with a
pen distilling poison, recently has explained to
me. He says: “Thus we believe.” Then I suppose,
having added I know not what certain things
somehow swaggeringly and quite accurately
elaborated, he, going farther, left unsaid nothing
at all of bitterness, but he opened the whole — as
someone may say — treasury of madness. He says:
“We are expelled and they take from us
permission to be admitted.”

9. GAL’ 003&V T TODTO TPOG TO TPAYUA, TOTG
0¢ €ENG TpocEyeTe TOV VOOV 0TOD Yap
YPNOOLAL TOTG prjHact. “Agdueda,” enot, “gav
émi tiic adtig Empeivn yvodung o tig
AdeEavdpeiog Emiokomoc, ddeiav MUV T0D
Aomod d00ijvart kaTd TV 10D VOpoL dtdtasty
TaG €vOEonovg Kol dmaportitoug Depameiog Td
Oe@ émitereiv.”

9. But this is not at all apposite to the matter; turn
your mind to what follows, for I shall use his
words. He says: “We ask that, if the bishop of
Alexandria remains in the same opinion, hereafter
it be granted to us — according to the law’s
arrangement- to celebrate the lawful and
indispensable services to God.”

10. ® Sewviic dvandeiog, iv omovdij g
aAnOeiag dmeréyEon Tpootikey. O yap adTd
ko’ fdovrv Etdyyavev 6v, Todto 1) cuvtouiq
TG PPACENS AMETVTMGATO. TL PG GTOTE;
dldoTaoY EOTPOSMOTOV MUV T c00pd ThG
KaTeNyviog 6ov dtavoiag Emtteryiley unyoava
Kol TOUG €l KOKG GOl TPOGTAUKEVTOS
GmoAéc L OTEVOELS;

10. Oh, terrible shamelessness, which ought to be
refuted thoroughly by the zeal for truth! For what
has happened to please him, this has been marked
by conciseness of expression. What do you say,
foolish one? Do you prepare to construct the
disease of your savage thought against me as a
discord, which is specious in our sight? And do
you hasten to destroy the persons involved with
your evil?

11. “Ti odv,” eNc, “mpaém, i pundeig GEov
Nyeitan pe 6é&acOar;” TodTo yop TOAAAKIG €K
g dvooiag edpuyyog ékPodc. Eym o
tovvavtiov Epopai o€ TOD 08 CAPEG YVOPIOLLOL
Kol poptoplov Thg 6eantod dlavoiag Enedeilm;
fiv &xpiiv og dramtvuéavta kai Toig Osio Kai
T0ig AvOpwTivolg GoET] KoTaoTioat. Kol
paic0’ &te T oo TV EPTETAV TO

11. “What, then,” you say, “Shall I do, if none
deems me worthy to be admitted?” For this you
often shout from a profane throat. But I shall
speak against you: Where have you shown a clear
mark and proof of your intelligence? And this you
ought to have disclosed and to have established
clearly for gods and men and especially when
poisonous serpents even then are by nature more




TVIKADTO LAAAOV Ayplaively TEQUKEV, OTAV
£0VTO TOTG TOV POAEDY LVYOTC EvidpuvOivta
aicOnrto.

savage, when they know that they themselves are
found in recesses of dens.

12. 'Exeivo 8¢ ye Alav doteiov avtod 10
omovdaing ev péia koddmep V1o TL
TPOGORETOV 0id0DG o1ynv mAdttechat. Tf) pHev
TOD GYNAUOTOC TEXVT TIBOGGOV GENVTOV Kol
YEPONON 60 Ye Tapéyels, KaK®Y o0& popiwv kal
EMPOLAGDY EVOOV YEL®V TOVG TOAAOVG
AEMNOaC. GAN’ O TiiC AOMOTNTOC (G O TOVNPOS
Befovintar, obTmg Apelog NUiv avopiog
£PYOOTHPLOV KOTEGTNOOTO.

12. But that is indeed quite urbane of him: that
quite eagerly, just as if under a certain mask of
modesty, he pretends silence. You indeed show
yourself tame and submissive by the artifice of
pretence; you escape the notice of many, when
you within are full of countless evils and plots.
But, oh, wretchedness! As the Devil has desired,
so he had made Arius a manufactory of iniquity
for us.

13. Aéye 61 vOV pot mapeldmv Tiig ceavtoD
TIOTEWDG TO YVOPIGHO KOl UNdapuds ye
AmTOGIOMAONG, ® TO HEV OTOHN SIAGTPOPOV,
NV 8¢ VGV 0EVPPOTOV TPOG TOVNpiay
kektnuéve: ““Eva Aéyeig 0e6v;” copyneov
&yelc kaué, ot epovel. “TTg ovoiag avtod
dvapyov Koi dTeElevTnTOV AdYOV Elvar” ONig;
oTEPY® TOVTO" OVT® TMIGTEVE.

13. Advancing now, tell me the mark of your faith
and indeed not at all be silent. Oh, you possessor
of a mouth perverted and a nature quickly roused
to wickedness! “Do you talk of one God?” You
have me of the same opinion; think so. Do you
say that the “the Word of his essence is the Word
without beginning and without end?” I acquiesce
in this; believe so.

14. &l Tt mepontép® mpoomAEKELS, TODT
avoup®d- €1 1L TPOG AcePT] YOPLoUOV
GLYKOTTVELS, TOVTO 0VTE OpaV OVTE VOELV
OpOAOY®- €l “Tiv T0D odpatog Eeviay Tpog
oikovopiayv t@v Belov évepyeldv”
naporapPavels, ovk damodokiudlm. &l “1o
TVED A TG AIG1OTNTOG €V TG VTITEPEXOVTL AOY®D
veyeviioBar” Aéyeic, d€yopat. Tic Eyve TOV
TatéPQ, €l pun 6 EABOV And Tod TaTpos; Tiva
&yvo 0 matnp, €l pn OV Alding Kol avapyws €€
oVTOD YEYEVVIKE; GV UEV “OMOCTACLY

EEvmv” votdTTEw ofel TV KaKkdG d1jTov
TOTEVOV, YD O& Tig Vrepe&dyov Kol &ml
TAVTO SNKOVOTG SUVAUENDS TO TANPOLUA TOD
TaTpOC Kkod viod ovsioy piav givol YVOoK®.

14. If you add anything further, this I abrogate. If
you join anything to an impious separation, I
confess that I neither see nor perceive this. If you
accept “the body’s lodging in respect to the
administration of divine operations,” I do not
reject it. If you say that “the spirit of eternity was
born in the pre-eminent Word,” I receive it. Who
has known the Father, unless he who comes from
the Father? Whom has the Father known, unless
him whom he has begotten from himself eternally
and without beginning? You think that you ought
to substitute a “foreign hypostasis,” believing
doubtless badly; I know that the plentitude of the
Fathers and the Sons pre-eminent and all-
pervading power is one substance.

15. &i <tov viov> Toivuy 60 GPatpeic uv am’
gkeivov, 6’ ob yop1edijvor 008E Stavoiq Tév
EPEGYELODVTOV 3EOHVNTUL OVOETMTOTE OVOEY,
TPocHNKNG O YOPaKTTipt EI00MOLETC Kol OAWMG
yvopicpato (oo Sopilelg éketve,
OAOKAN POV pEV €€ €avTod TNV AidioTNTa
dédmkev, ad1apBopov 6 v Evvolay,
aBavaociog 6¢ 61’ avTod Kol EkkAnciog Evelpe

15. If, therefore, you detract <the Son> from him,
from whom not yet ever anything has been able to
be separated even by the thinking of idle talkers,
you pave the way for the marks of addition and,
in short, you determine the signs of inquiries for
him, to whom he had given entire eternity for
himself and uncorrupted intelligence and his
assigned belief in immortality through both




mioTwv — kaTdPaie ovv 01, KatdPfale TO embeg
T0DTO AV, ® oTElE oL Kai eDPOVE Kai
T KOk TPOG AmoTioy TAV dvontmv €540mv.

himself and the Church. Discard then this silly
transgression of the law, you witty and sweet-
voiced fellow, singing evil songs for the unbelief
of senseless persons.

16. eikotmg Gpa o€ O TOVNPOG TH E0VTOD
KOTEGTPEYATO KOKiQ, Kol TOlg pEV iomg 1oL 10
TotodToV givon £80ket (ohTm

vop {(Gotelov) ceantov (mpoc)memoinkag), £ott
0¢ movn GAEDPIOV TO KOKOV.

16. Quite fittingly the Devil has subverted you by
his own wickedness; and perhaps this seems
pleasant to certain persons (for thus you have
persuaded yourself). But it is in every way a
destructive evil.

17. pépe dn, Tiig &V TOig ATOMHOGL SLTPIPTIG
dmaddoyeic dxove, & Soupdvie Apele. Gol yap
dtoAéyopat. TG ékkAnoiog onmov Tod Beod
dmoKeKNPLYLEVOG 00K aicOavY; AmOA®ANG, EV
{001, €av un PAéyag gig oeavTOV TNV TOPODSEV
o0V KOTOKPivc Gvotav. AAA’ €pElg, Mg OYAOL
GUUTPATTOVGT GOl KO TG PPOVTIONG
AmELAPPOVOLGTLY.

17. Come now, having departed from your
occupation with absurdities, listen, good Arius,
for I discourse with you. Do you not understand
that you have been barred publicly from God’s
church? You are lost (be well assured), unless,
having regard for yourself, you condemn your
present folly. But you will say that the masses act
with you and dispel your anxieties.

18. "Akove 81 0DV HIKpOV DTOGYMY T8 OTA, O
avocte Apete, Kol GOVEG TNV GowToD dvolav.
oV 8¢, O TavimV Kndepav OgdC, EDUEVTG EING
T Aeyouévo, €l miotewg Eyotto. &yd yap 6 60g
vBpomog hem Eywv TV Tapd 6od
mpounOelav kai € ‘EAANvIKiic Kol €k
Popoiki|g ypoeiic Tavy dpyotoTdtng coeds
amodei&m v Apeilov poviav mpo TpioyMoy
7oV €10V V7o Tiic 'Epubpaiag mpoppnBeicay te
Kol Tpopnpcheicay.

18. Lend your ears and listen a little, impious
Arius, and understand your folly. O God,
protector of all, may you be well — disposed to
what is being said, if it should admit of faith! For
I, your man, holding to your propitious
providence, from the very ancient Greek and
Roman writing shall demonstrate clearly Arius’
madness, which has been prophesied and
predicted three thousand years ago by the
Erythraean sibyl.

19. &pn yap ékeivn ye- “Ovai cot, Apon, &v
TAPAAOLG KEWEVT] YDPOLG et Yap GOl Kapog,
&v @ petd Tod Npov koi TdV conThg
Ouyatépav devov dy®dva Kol GOV Kol
noyydAenov VreAdely dvaykacOnon, e’ od
KpLTAplov eV &ig dmovtog Tiotedc Te Kol
evoePeiag dadodnoetal, ot 8¢ mpog EoyoTov
GTOKAVET KOTAGTPOPTG. DUELG YOp TAV
ovpavimv avO®dY TO SEKTHPLOV AVOCTACHL
TETOAUNKATE Kol ONypaTt omapdéot kal pHévtot
o1 poic Eyypdval Toic 6dodot.”

19. For she indeed says: “Woe to you, Libya,
situated in maritime regions, for there shall come
to you a time, in which with the people and your
daughters you must be compelled to undergo a
terrible and cruel and very difficult crisis, from
which a judgment both of faith and of piety in
respect to all persons will be given, but you will
decline to extreme ruin, for you have dared to
engulf the receptacle of celestial flowers and to
mangle it with a bite and you have polluted it
with iron teeth.”

20. ti dfto, ® mavodpys; O YRS GavTOV Elval
vV OLOAOYETG; EKkET SNAOVOTL. KATEX® YOP GOV
T ypappota, 6 t@ T poviag KaAdu Tpog 1e
Sieydpatog, &v ol eR¢ mavta tov Aipuv Sfjpov

20. What then, knave? Where in the world do you
admit that you are now? There, obviously; for I
have your letters, which you have scraped with
the pen of madness toward me, in which you say




cOUYMPOV glvai ot Tpdg cwTnpioy SYmov. &l
0 00 PNoELG TOTL 0VTMG EYely, LoPTOPOLLOL
H0n 1OV 06V, 1| UMV ApyodTaATOV THC
"EpvOpaioc moktiov ‘EAANVIKT] cuvtetaypévov
yYAotty gig AAeEavdpelay AnooTéALEV, OOG AV
Bdttov dnoroto.

that all the Libyan populace is of the same
opinion with you — doubtless in regard to
salvation. But if you shall deny that this is so, I
now call God to witness that truly I send to
Alexandria — that you may perish more quickly —
the Erythraean Sibyl’s very ancient tablet,
composed in the Greek tongue.

21. &lta 6O AvopapPTNTOC, ® SIKPAVOPOPE; ElTOL
00 GaPAS AmOAmAG, O HOAIE, TOLOVTE SEVE
TEPLECTOLYICUEVOG; TopLeY, ToUEV GOV TO
gyyelpnua- moio ppovtig, moidv o OpdtTel
Séoc; 00 AéAn0Oev Npac & dHotnve Kol
TOAOUTOPE, O THS AUPADTNTOG TRV OV
Qpev®dV, 0g 0VOE TNV VOGOV KOl THV dumnyavioy
¢ 6eontod Yoyfic dvaoTévelg ® dvocte, g
TNV aAnbetay mokiloig d1opvTTEIC AOYOIC Kol
TO10UTOC MV 00K aioyvVT NUAS WYYV Kol VOV
ngv Eléyyamv, &g ye oiet, viv 8 ab méAty
vouOeT@V- O TioTEL Ko AdYOIG VITEPPEPWV,
nap’ oiov dfta oi dBA01l Emcovpiov E0vtoig
nopilecOar yAiyovrat.

21. Are you, then, really blameless, gallows
rogue? Have you not, then, really perished, sorry
fellow, surrounded by such great horror? We
know, we know your undertaking; what kind of
anxiety, what kind of fear troubles you, wretched
and miserable person, has not escaped our notice.
Oh, the dullness of your wits, you profane person,
who do not restrain your soul’s sickness and
helplessness, who undermine the truth by varied
discourses. And, since you are such, you are not
ashamed to disparage us, now refuting (as you
indeed suppose), now again admonishing (as if
superior in faith and in discourses), a person from
whom, of course, wretched persons are eager to
procure aid for themselves,

22. xaitol 00d¢ cvyyiveshal T® ToVTE EYPTV,
000¢ OAmg avToOV TPooPOEYYesOat, TANV &l un
T1G &V T01¢ VITOVAO1S TOVTOV PAUAGCL TV TOD
0pOdg Prodv Elmida Tolg petpiolg dmokeicHan
ofetat.

22. although they ought neither to associate with
such a person nor, in short, to address him, unless
anyone thinks that in this one’s rotten words and
meters is stored the hope of living uprightly.

23. @A\’ ook €Tt ToUTO, TOALOD YE OEl, TO [0 ]
aAn0ec, & tiig vuetépag dvoiag, 6601 TOVT
ovvavopiyvucOe. tic dpo olotpoc Tig yolemtic
TOVTOL YAMTING Kol THG Owemg avaoyécton
KOTNVAYKOGEV;

23. But this is not so; indeed, in very truth it is far
from it. Oh, your folly, as many of you as
associate with this person! What madness, then,
has compelled you to endure this one’s bitter
tongue and sight?

24. Eiev: 4AL’ &’ odtov 1dn 68 Poadtodpon ¢
AOY®: @ THY L&V Yoy epov ov, THY 88
YADTTOV GTOUVAE, AMIOTE 08 TAG PPEVAS, OOC
oM pot Tod Adyov VK AUPIAaQES TL ASY® Kol
inmAatov mediov, AL’ 0DV KUKAOV YE
e0mEPTYpapOV, 1) GadPOVIEVOV, AL’ Eppe
HéVoV T€ Kol 6TEPPOV TH PUGEL, O Avosie Sfita
Kol KAK1oTE Kol Kpuyivov. EEdyopat yap todta
Aéyewv- parlov o6& Ppdyov 1idN oot mepLdyag
Kol cuumodicag @ AOY® gic LEGoVg G

24. Well; but now I shall proceed by my discourse
against you yourself, you fool in respect to your
soul, you wordy one in respect to your tongue,
you infidel in respect to your wits. Grant to me a
field for discussion (I do not say one wide-
spreading and fit for horsemanship, but indeed a
circle easy to trace, not flawed, but firm and solid
by nature), you truly profane and basest and
dissembling person. For I am excited to say these
things; but rather, having fasted a noose around
you and having entangled you by discussion, I




KOTOOTNO®, O¢ v mag O dfjjog TV onv
KaTopAatn eovAdtnra.

shall set you in the midst, that all the people may
observe well your worthlessness.

25. én’ avto 6¢ mopevoouat 1N TO TPy,
vevippévar dMmovbév glowy ai

YEIPEG” TPOGI®UEY TOTG EVYIC EMKAAEGAL OT)
TOV 0g6V. LAAAOV OE LIKPOV EMGYADV, EITE oL,
® movodpye oV, Tiva 0oV Emtcaléon TPOC
BonBetov; AL yap MpeUETV 00 dHVOUOL.

25. But I shall proceed now to the matter itself.
Certainly, my hands have been cleansed. Let us
proceed, then, to invoke God with prayers: rather,
wait a little while. Tell me, you very hasty one,
what God will you invoke for aid? For I cannot
keep myself quiet.

26. O TV vtV Eov 10 KDpog décmota, O
TG LOVIPOVG SLUVAUEMG TTATEP, O10L TOVTOVL TOV
avoclov Oveldn te Kol udAmmog Kol uévrot Kol
TPOOUOTO Kol 000VOG 1) o1 EXEL EKKANGIaL.

A peldg 6ol Tomov 101 Tpocapudletl kol poio
ve EDPLAG, £9° 01 KuOILAVMVY oilpot GuVOpPSVOV
EoT® 1| Tod0 TOV XPILoTOV TOV GOV TOV €K
00D TOV Ti|g NUETEPAG EMKOVpiog ApyMYETV
Bécemg vou® Teputenoti] te Kol ioyer<c>.

26. O Lord, you who have the supreme authority
over all things, O Father of singular power,
because of this profane person your Church
receives both reproaches and griefs and also both
wounds and pains. Arius is now selecting a place
for you (and very cleverly indeed), on which, as I
think, you are sitting and with yourself the Son,
the Christ, who is from you, is the author of our
help, enthroned with you, whom you preserve and
possess by the law of adoption.

27. éndxovoov, avtiPord og, T Bavuaciog
TOTEWMG. GE TNV Katd TOV TOTOV Kiveichar,
déomota, Kivnoly oletal. 6€ TG APOPIGUEVNG
KaOESpag KOKA® TEPLypapey TOAUQ. oD yap
oVK £0TIV 1] 61 TapovGia; §j oD TV o1V 00
TAVTEG EVEPYELOY €K TV £ML TAVTA GOV
dMKOVTI®V vou®V aicldvovtol; Tavta yap
aOTOC TEPLEYELS, Kal EE® cov olte TOMOV 0UTE
G210 ovdEV EmvoeicBon BEpLG. obtmg 1) o
dvvaug pet’ Evepyeiag Eotilv dmelpoc.

27. Hear, I entreat you, this marvelous faith. He
thinks that you, Lord, the principle of motion, are
demoted from your place. He dares to
circumscribe you by a circle of a defined seat. For
where is not your presence? Or where do all
persons not perceive your activity from your all-
pervading laws? For you yourself encompass all
things and it is not right to think of either a place
or anything else outside you. Thus your power
with activity is infinite.

28. oV pgv on Emdxovoov, 6 0gdg, VUETC ¢, TaC
0 Aadc, TPOcEKETE TOV VOUV. O Yip
dvoicyvvrog ovTog Kai dypeiog, 6 &’ dpov
poyOnpiag te Kol avopiog Opoimg EANAAKADG
evAGPeLOV oKNTTETOL.

28. Do you, God, then hear; do you, all the
people, pay attention. For this fellow is shameless
and useless, who, having progressed to the height
both of wickedness and likewise of lawlessness,
pretends piety.

29. ““Amaye,” onotiv, “ov fodAouor TOV Ogov
&y HPpemv mabeL dokelv évéyechat. kal d1d
o010 Vrotifepon Kol TAGTT® Bavudoid ye Th
mioTel, ™G 0 0€0¢ veoyeV] Kol VEOKTIOTOV
ovciav Xpiotod nomodpevog fonbeiay ovtd
TOPECKEVAGATO, BC Y€ ot dokel. O yap Gv,”
eNoiv, “an’ adtod apéing, TovTe EAdTTOVE
menoinkog.”

29. He says: “Away! I do not wish God to appear
to be subject to suffering of outrages, and on this
account I suggest and fabricate wondrous things
indeed in respect to faith: that God, when he had
made the newly born and the newly created
essence of Christ, prepared aid for himself, as it
seems indeed to me. For what you have taken
from him, this you have made less.”




30. eita, @ Aopeav kol OAE0pie, ol TodT’ EoTt
mioTic; oV kaf’ Vobecty Kal TAdo U
Aappavelg Tov 10 TAAopOTO TOV 0V
Kataxpivavta, 6V ETElcaKToV KOAES Kol (¢
€nl kaONKOVT@V HINPETV TOV Gvey
&vhuunoemg Kol Aoylopod 1@ GLVLTAPYELY TH|
TOD TOTPOG AISLOTNTL TAVTA S1VOGAVTAL,
€papuocov viv, gl 1 TOAUES, EQPAPLOCOV,
onui, @ 0ed kol 10 evAaPeicOot kai TO
Eamtilewv 10 éxPnooduevov, £t 8¢ 10
&vBovpeioBat, to AoyilecOar, 10 okenTtdOUEVOV
yvounv drogaivesot kol dtopBpodv kol SAwg
70 Ttépmecha, TO yYeAAV, TO AvmeicOar.

Is this, then, your faith, spoiler and destroyer?
30. According to hypothesis do you accept as a
figment him who has condemned the figments of
the heathen? Do you call foreign and — as it were
— a servant of duties him who without reflection
and reasoning, in that he coexists with the
Father’s eternity, perfected all things? Now adapt,
if indeed you dare, adapt I say, to God both
precaution and hope of what will happen, also
reflection, reasoning, declaration and articulation
of considered judgment, and, in short, delight,
laughter, grief.

31. ti Totvov @nc, ® TdV dOMmV dOMbOTEPE,

TG Kakiog adToYpnpo PieTop;

31. What then, do you say, one more wretched
than the wretched, oh, truly an adviser of evil?

32. ovveg o1, €l duvaoal, AG &V aDTH] Y€ GOV TH
navovpyig poxdnpog wv ariokn. “O Xpiotoc,”
enoi, “o1’ Nuag mémovhey.” aAL’ 71oM eBdcag
Eyoye elmov, OG LOPQT] COUOTOG ATEGTHAN.
“Nai,” pnotv, “aAla 6og un d0EmUeEY KaTd TL
g\ottodv.” elta, @ TV Onpinv pecita, Todto
Aéyv oV paivn Kol capdc AVTTdg; 1000 yap oM
0 KOGLOG aTOG HOPOT, IYOUV OYT]LLeL TUYYAVEL
MV Kol 0l ACTEPEG YE YOPAKTTPES
npoPéPAnvtal, kol SAWC TO TVEDLO TOD
Gu1poedodc TOVTOV KHKAOV E100C TAY VTV
TUYYAVEL OV Kol Bomep Lopemua. Kol Spumg O
0e0¢ mavtayod ndpeott. TOD TOIVLV EIGLY €V TG
0e® ai VPpelg; 1 kata ti 0 Bedc EatTodTal;

32. Understand, if you can, that in your very
knavery you are destroyed as a villain. He says:
“Christ has suffered for us.” But I already have
said that he was sent in the form of a body. He
says: “Truly; but it is necessary that we seem not
to make him less in any respect.” Then, mediator
of wild beasts, when you say these things, are you
not mad and clearly raving? For, look, the world
itself is a form or at any rate is a figure; and the
stars indeed have produced their images; and, in
short, the spirit of this spheroidal circle is an
appearance of existing things and — as it were — a
figuration. And, nevertheless, God is present
everywhere. Where, therefore, in God are
outrages? Or in what respect is God made less?

33. ® matpokTOVE THC metkeiog 60, Adyioat
31 ovv €€ 0dTod TEKPAPOUEVOS Kol
gvOopunOnT, &l apdptnpo todT’ eivon Sokel, TO
&v Xp1otd mopeivar Tov 0e6v. Ekeivog Hev odv
Katelde TV atioy Tod Adyov Kol TV
Tip@piay o0 Ppadémg Emyaye. yopig 0
TOVT®V KO’ Ekdotnv dNmovbey Nuépay
apoptiroTo 8v T KOOU® Yiverol. Kol Op®s O
0g0¢ mapeoTt Kol Ta TTG OiKkmg 0V Votepilet. Ti
oDV mapd Todto éhattodTal, &l 1O uéyedog
a0TOD TG SLVAUEMG TO TOVTOYOD
daeOaveron;

33. Oh, you patricide of equity! Consider, then
conjecturing from yourself, and conclude, if this
seems to be a sin, that God is present in Christ.
That fellow, then, has known well the
disgracefulness of his talk and not slowly he
brought punishment on himself. Moreover
doubtless daily sins are committed in the world —
and, nevertheless, God is present and
punishments are not delayed. In this respect, then,
what diminution is made in his power’s
magnitude, if punishments are perceived
everywhere? Nothing, I think.




34. 0084v, oipat. O P&V yap Tod KOGHOV VOdC
d10 Tod Ogod- 6 adTod macw Stopovn. ot
avTod maca dikn. 1) 0& Tod Xpiotod ToTIg
avapywc €€ avtod. dAhog 8¢ Beod vopog Eoti
Xp1oTtdg, 01’ avtod 10 dmepov dua Kol
atelevTNTOV EY®V.

34. For the mind of the world is through God;
through him is all stability; through him is all
justice; the faith of Christ is without beginning
from him. In short, God’s law is Christ, having
through him boundlessness and also endlessness.

35. AA\G. yOp GV KOTO GEOLTOV EVVODY Qaivn,
® T poviag AMav: wepiotpeyov viv gig v
oaVTOD ATOAEY TO TOD daforov Eipoc.
Opate o1, TAVTEG OPATE, MG YOEPUG TION
TpoicyeTal POVAG T® TOD Exemg EVIoYNUEVOG
dMNyuartt, oG ail PAEPeg avtod Kol ohpkec T@ G
EyKoTEUUEVOL SEWVOG AVOoKIVODOLY 0dVVOLG,
¢ dieppunkev aOTOD TO GMWO TAV
KOTIoveBEv — avypod te Kol pOmov Kol
Op1vov Kol Oyplaceng Kol epikng Kai popiov
TE YEUEL KAKDV Kol SEWAC KATEGKANKEY — G
€1dgyfec Kai Katdppumov 10 TG KOUNG 64G0G,
¢ 6Aog BN kal £EacOev@dv fon TO
PAéppa, ®g Gvoipov TO TPOSHOTOV Kol VIO
pepipvng €ktetnkog, Mg OUOD TAVTO E1G ADTOV
GUVSPAUOVTO, OIGTPOC avic TE Koi LoToudTnG,
o1l 10 ypoVIoV ToD TABoLg Gyplov TE Kol
ONp1doN o€ TEMOMKACLY.

35. But you appear to take thought from your
own self. Oh, excessive madness! Turn now to
your own destruction the Devil’s sword. See,
then, all see how he, when pierced by the viper’s
bite, now produces lamentable sounds; how his
veins and muscles, when attacked next by the
venom, evoke terrible pangs; how his whole
emaciated body has wasted away, is full of
squalor and filth and lamentations and pallor and
horror and myriad ills, and has withered
frightfully; how odious and dirty in his thicket of
hair; how wholly half-dead and already exhausted
in its glance; how bloodless in his face and
wasted under anxiety; how all things converging
at the same time upon him — frenzy and madness
and vanity — through the long time of the calamity
have made him both boorish and bestial.

36. avtiko 008E EmarcOavopevog ob 81 kokod
Toyyavel v “aipopat,” enotv, “ve’ Ndovi|g Kol
mMod Ye oKPT®V VIO Yopdg Kal TTEPODOL.”

36. For example, he does not perceive in what
bad state he is. He says: “I am exalted with
delight and I jump, leaping with joy, and I soar.”

37. koi Ay veavik®dg ye Moy “elev,”

onotv, “anwioueda.” Todto pév ye Kai dAnOég
€0TL' GOl YOp LOV® 1) KoKio TUG Top’ EQVTTC
oToLOAG SAYWIADG KEYOPTYNKE, Kl O TOAATG
EMVETTO TIUTG, TODVTO GOl PUoTa OE6MKE. PEPE
on viv ené, Tod T GEUVE 60D £oTl
TOPOYYELLOTO, ATOVIYaL OTjTal

16 Nelho contdv, €l 016V 18, O ATOTOV YEUMV
GvOpone dvoicOnoiog: kaitol o0 ye TNV
01KOVEVV dmacay TOIG GEVTOD AcERNUACL
droTapaat éomovdaKag.

And again quite youthfully he says: “Well, we
have perished.”

37. And this indeed is true, for to you alone
wickedness bountifully has supplied its own
enthusiasms; and what had been bought for a
great price, this has been given very easily to you.
Come now, tell, where are your august consuls?
Wash yourself, then, in the Nile, if possible, you
fellow full of absurd insensibility; and indeed you
have hastened to disturb the whole world by your
impieties.

38. dpo. ye cuving m¢ dmavta {dn 6 Tod Heod
GvOpomog ym EEemioTopal; GAAL YOp Amopd,
TOTEPOV PEVEWY T} Amiévar 6l obte yop PAémev
€ig TovToV &T1 dhVouaL Kol TV auoptioy
gmoncyvvopat, ® Apete dfjta Apete. NG UiV

38. Do you understand that I, the man of God,
already know all things? But I am in doubt
whether I ought to remain or to depart, for I no
longer am able to look upon this person and I am
ashamed at sin, Arius. You have brought us into




glc pid¢ Katéooac, GanTOV 88 £i¢ 6KOTOC, O
talainwpe, Katéfore. To0TO GOL TAOV TOVOV
TEPNVE TO TENOG,.

the light; you have hurled yourself, wretched one,
into darkness. This has appeared the end of your
labors.

39. AM\ ékegioe maAy mdveit: TAfi0og sivat
PN TV TEPL 68 AAmUEVOY. £1KOC, olpon, Kol
d€xov ye ToHTOVG, OEYOV, PNUL. AVKOLG Yap
£€a0TOoNg kal Aéoval Bpwbncopévoug
EKOEOMKOCL. TATV GAAL Kol TOVT®V EKOGTOC
TPocONKN Kepohaimv dEKa Kol TEAEGULAOL
TOVT®V Tecbeic avtika o1 HaAa iIdpdoet, Eav
un| v tayiotny €mi TNV COTAPLOV SPaUmdV
ExkAnoiav v tg dydmng eipnvny @ eiktpw
Tf|g Opovoiag EmaveAnTal.

39. But again I return thither. You say that there is
a multitude of persons wandering about you. That
is likely, I think; and take them, then, I say, take
them, for they have given themselves to be eaten
by wolves and by lions. However, each one of
these, oppressed by additional payment of ten
capitation taxes and by the expenses of these,
immediately will sweat, unless, running as
speedily as possible to the salvation-bringing
Church, he has chosen the peace of love through
affection for harmony.

40. 00oE yap d1 VO oD AouTOV
gamatnOncovtar £l movnpd cLVEIONoEL
KOTEYVOGUEVOD, 00O’ AvEEOVTOL TEAEOV
amoAécBan taig apaic cov {nthceotv
EUMAOKEVTEG. COPT KOl YVOPLLO ToL TPOG
yoUv ToV EETiC ¥pOVoV T 64 £0TL
cooiopata: Kol Uiy ovde antog avicol Tt
duvnon, GAAG LAtV GYNUaTL, ETLEIKEGY TE
Kol TpaoTNTO AOY®mV KafumToKpvorevog Kol
AmAOTNTOC MG eimelv Tpocmneiov EEmbev
neprtifépevoc. patatov £€oton 6ov TO dAov
TEYVOO . aOTIKO Yap o€ 1) aAndsia
TEPIOTNOETAL. OVTIKO GOV TAG PAOYOC O TG
duvapewng mg einelv duPpog drocPéoet.

40. For no longer will they, condemned for
wicked complicity, be deceived by you nor will
they, entangled in your abominable
investigations, continue to perish absolutely. Your
sophisms are clear and known to all persons, at
all events for the future. Nor indeed will you
yourself be able to accomplish anything, but in
vain will you contrive, counterfeiting both
fairness and gentleness of discourses and donning
externally — so to speak — a mask of simplicity. In
vain will be all your artifice, for straightway the
truth will circumvent you, straightway the rain of
divine power — so to speak — will quench your
flames.

41. xai pévtot xal tovg £taipovg kol
OLOYVAOUOVAC GOV EvOyovg 10T T POVAT
YEVOLEVOUG 0l TRV dNUOGI®mV AEITOVPYNUATOV
KOTOANYOVTOL PPOVTIOES, EAV YE T THV
ToYIoTNV ATOPEVYOVTES TH|G TPOG GE GVVOLGING
Vv adiapbopov dvtoriha&mvtal TioTiy.

41. And, of course, the functions of the public
services will overtake your associates and
likeminded persons, who have become liable to
the senate, unless indeed they, fleeing as speedily
as possible association with you, accept in
exchange the uncorrupted faith.

42. 0¥ 8¢, 6 SLOMPOPP®Y AVIP, DETYUA Lot dOG
TG oTig Tpoapéoewc, €l caVT® ToTEHELS KOl
gppooat T@ PePaion Thg mioTewmc Kol kabapav
BAmC Eyelg GLVEIIN OV, TIKE TPOG EPé, TIKE,
onpi, Tpog Beod AvOpwmov. TioTEVGOV, OC TG
ELOVTOD TELGEGL SIEPEVVICOOL GOV TA.
amoéppnNTa TG Kapdiag: KAV HEV TL LOVIKOV
gvelval 06&n, v Oelov émikodecdpevog yapv
TopadelYHOTOg OE KGAMOV idoopat. &av 6

42. But do you, iron-hearted man, give to me an
evidence of your purpose, if you have faith in
yourself, and be strong in the strength of faith,
and you absolutely will have a pure conscience.
Come to me, come, | say, to a man of God;
believe that by my interrogations I shall search
your heart’s secrets; and, if any madness shall
seem to be in you, I, after having invoked divine
grace, shall heal you fairer than a model. But if




VYL0AVOV TO KOTO YUYV QAviiS, TO TG
aAn0eiag pdC Emryvoig &v 6ol kal T@ Oed
xbpv elcopat koi ELantd Thg evoePeiog
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you shall appear to be healthy in respect to
spiritual matters, I, after I have recognized the
light of the truth in you, shall give thanks to God
and I shall rejoice with myself for the sake of

piety.

[Kai dAAn yepi- 10 Be0g Dpag dapuidéet,
G.0eAPOL AyamnTol.

43. [And by another hand:] May God guard you,
beloved.

[Awd ZvuykAntiov kai ['oavdevtiov poyiotprovidv
gropicOn kai todta, dte Hatéprog Ny

gmapyog Ailyvmtov, Kol dveyvootn v @
ToaAoTio. |

[And this was executed by Syncletius and
Gaudentius, magistrians, when Paterius was
prefect of Egypt, and was read in the palace.]
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