Fragments of a letter from Narcissus of Neronias to Chrestus, Euphronius and Eusebius (Dok. 21)
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Ancient source Eusebius, Contra Marcellum 1.4.39, 53-54 (TLG)
Modern edition G.C. Hansen and E. Klostermann, Eusebius Werke,
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In Eusebius of Caesarea’s Against Marcellus (1.4.39) are preserved several short excerpts from a letter of
Narcissus of Neronias (in Cilicia) that were cited by Marcellus of Ancyra in his Against Asterius. They
come from a letter addressed by Narcissus to three other men—a “certain” Chrestus, Euphronius and
Eusebius “of Palestine”, i.e of Caesarea. The excerpts preserve part of an exchange between Narcissus
and Hosius of Cordoba that probably took place at the council in Antioch (see Dok. 20). Narcissus was
one of the three men excommunicated at the council, and these quotations illustrate his “Arian”
Christology. Among the collection of Marcellus’s fragments, the first citation is numbered 116 by Vincent
and 71 by Klostermann; the second 124 by Vincent and 70 by Klostermann.

The text below is taken from the Hansen and Klostermann edition of Eusebius’s Against Marcellus (GCS
14, 2" ed.), 26, 28-29; The translation is by Aaron West and Glen Thompson. See also the recent
translation of K. Spoerl and M. Vinzent, Eusebius. Against Marcellus and On Ecclesiastical History
(Washington D.C., 2018; FC135: 108, 113).
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1. [39] [Evtuyav yap Napkicoov 10D Nepwviddog 1. For I [Marcellus] came across a letter from
TPOEGTATOC EMGTOAT], TV Yéypaev mpog Xpnotov Narcissus of Neronias, which he had written to
Twva kol Evppoviov kol EvcéBrov, g Ociov tod certain men named Chrestus, Euphronius and

EMOKOTOV EPOTHOAVTOC 00TOV, ]| €l, homep EvaéPioc | Eusebius, relating how bishop Hosius had

6 tic oAootivng dbo ovoiag etvai pnotv, obtmg kai | asked him [Narcissus] if he taught (as Eusebius
a0TOG AEyoL, EYV@V 0DTOV ATTO TV YPUPEVTOV TPEIC of Palestine did) that there were two essences;
glval TGTEVEWY 0VGI0G ATOKPIVOUEVOV. and that from his writings Narcissus replied
that he believed that there were three essences.

2.[53] ... peroPaivel éni tov Napkiccov Kai pnotv 2. [Marcellus] goes on against Narcissus and
MoTe KAV EKEVO TIg AT, KaTOoKELAL®Y TPDTOV says, for even if someone should say this,

etvor 0oV kod Sevtepov, ig NapKIccog anTaig maintaining that “there is a first God as well as
A€oy yéypapey [54] (0008 yap cvyywpel O Aéywv a second,” as Narcissus has written with these
<momompev dvlpomov kat’ elkova NUETEPAV Kol very words and that “indeed he [the Son] and

k00’ opoimoev>), 6Tl pHev avToc Kol O Tatnp ovTod his Father are two,” nevertheless, we listen to
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dvo giotv, adTod ToD KLpiov HaPTVPODVTOC Kol TOV
ayiov ypaedv €k UEPOVE NKOVCUEY. &l ToiVLY
NapK1o60g o160, ToDTO Slopeiv dvvdpet TOV Adyov Tod
TaTPOC E0EM0L, YVOT® OTL O YpAWOC TPOPNTNG G TOD
0eod eipnKdTOG “TOMCMOUEY AVvOpOTOV KOT EiKOVL
Nuetépay Koi kad’ opoimory,” adtog Yéypagey “Koi
¢moinoev 0 0g0g 1OV dAvOpomTOV.”

the testimony of the Lord himself and the holy
scriptures. Now if Narcissus wanted for this
reason to divide the Word from the Father with
respect to his power, let him know that the
prophet wrote that God said “Let us make man
according to our image and according to our
likeness,” himself wrote, “And God made
man” [Gen. 1:26,27].
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