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1. T® tyetdt adehed Kol Opoyiy® 1. Alexander sends greetings in the Lord to his most
AleEavopm AAEEAVOPOG €v Kuplm yaipet. honorable and likeminded brother Alexander.
‘H othapyog tdv poydnpdv dviponmv kai Among untrustworthy men, the greedy and

QUapYVpo¢ TpdPETS Tl dokovoalg el peiloot | ambitious ones have always plotted to harm the
mopotkiong tépukev EmPovievery, did mokikmy | most important dioceses. Such people attack the
TPOPAGE®V TV TO0VTOV EMTIOEUEVOV TTH religion of the church because of many different
gxikAnotlaotik] evoefeiq. oiotpniatovuevor yap | excuses. The devil works in them and stirs them up
V70 10D EvepyolvTog €v avTolg dtafforov, gig TV
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TPOKELEVIV aOTOIG OOVT|V Thong evAAPelog
GTOCKIPTNOAVTEG, TOTOVGL TOV Tii¢ Kpioemg ToD
Bgod ofov.

to set aside all godliness for the pleasure they fancy
most and to trample on the fear of God’s judgment.

2. mepi OV Gvoykaiov v 1ot T¢) TacyovTL
dnAdcot T vueTépa evAPeiy, tva puAdTince
TOVG TOL0VTOLE UM TIC 0DTAY TOAUNOT Kol TOiAG
VUETEPAILG TTOPOTKIoNG EMPRvar, fjTol 81’ EaVTdV
(ikovol yap vmokpivacOot Tpog dmdny ol
YONTES, 1| 010 YPOUUATOV YEVODG
KEKOUWEVUEVMV, OLVAUEV®Y VOUPTAGL TOV
OTAT] TOTEL Kol AKEPOL® TPOCESYNKOTA.

2. I thought it was urgent to explain to your piety
what I have suffered in these matters. You need to
be on your guard against such people in case one of
them would dare to enter your diocese too. These
cheats are skilled in deception, so beware lest they
use deceitfully designed letters and thus are able to
snatch away people whose faith is simple-minded
and pure.

3. Apelog yodv kol AYIAAGG, cUVOUOCTNY
&vayyog momaodpevot, Ty KoAlovbov puirapyiov
TOAD yeipov i €xeivog ENAmoav. O PEV yap
a0TOIG TOVTOLG EYKOADV Th|G E0vToD poyOnpadg
TPOAIPEGEMC EVPE TPOPAGLY- 01 O TRV EKetvov
xprotepumopiav Bewpodvtec ovxk £t THg

EKKAN Gl VTOYEIPLOL LEVEWY EKOPTEPMOOV, OAA’
£00TOTG GTNANLL ATOTAV 0IKOSOUNGAVTES
GO1AEITTOVG €V aTOIC TOloDVTAL GLVOSOLG,
VOKTOp TE Kol ped’ uépav v Taic katd Xpiotod
Kol U@V dtefolaic dorkovuevot.

3. Recently, Arius and Achillas have formed a
conspiracy. They imitated the ambition of
Colluthus, though they are much worse than he
was. He brought charges against them, but at least
he found a motive for his own malicious course of
action. After they saw him use Christ as a business
to profit himself, they refused to remain under the
authority of the church. Instead, they built robbers’
dens for themselves [cf. Matt. 21:13] and now hold
meetings in them constantly, where day and night
they slander Christ and his church.

4. ol mdong ti|g evoePodg AmTocTOAKTIC dOENG
Katnyopodvres Tovdaikd Tposynuatt
YPIOTOLAYOV GUVEKPOTNGAV EPYOCTIPLOV, THV
OgdtnTa ToD cTipog NUAV GPVodUEVOL KOl TOTG
oty i6ov Elval KnpOTTOVTES, TAGAY TE ADTOD
g cmTNpiov oikovouiag kal 61’ UAg
TOMEWVADCEMS POV Ekheldevol €€ avTdV
ocuvayeipev mepdvio Tg acePfeiag Eavtdv 10
KNpLyHa, Thg apyiidev Bedtrog avtod Kol mapd
¢ ToTpl O0ENG AAEKTOV TOVG AOYOVG
GTOCTPEPOUEVOL.

4. They hate every sacred apostolic doctrine and
like the Jews have organized a gang to fight against
Christ. They deny the divinity of our Savior; they
say that he is on the same level as everybody else.
After they have picked out every passage about the
plan of salvation and about how he humbled
himself for our sake [cf. Phil 2:8], they use those
very passages to piece together their own wicked
message. At the same time they avoid the passages
about his eternal divinity and the indescribable
glory he shares with the Father.




5. v yodv ‘EAMvav t¢ kol Tovdainv doefiy
nepl Xp1oTod 06&av KpatOvovTeg, TOV Tap’
a0Toig Emovov Mg vt pdaioto Onpdvral, Tavta
pev 6ca ko’ U@V Top’ adToig yEAdTOL
TPAYLOTEVOUEVOL, GTAGELS O€ UiV Ko’ Nuépav
Kol S10YHOVG Eneyeipovtes: Kol TODTO HEV
SIKAGTHPLO GVYKPOTODVTEG 01’ EvTvyiag
Yovaukapiov ATaKTev 6 frdtnoay, TodTo 68 TOV
YPIOTIOVIGLLOV S1acVPOVTEG £k TOD TTepLTpoydlety
TAGAV AYVIAV AGEUVOG TOG TAP’ ADTOIG
vemTEPAG. AAAG Kal TOV GppnkTov 10D Xpiotoh
yrtdva, Ov ot dMot Sieelv ovk EBovAELGAVTO,
avtol oyioat EToAuncay.

5. They do whatever they can to maintain the
ungodly doctrine about Christ believed by the
Greeks and the Jews because they want their
approval. They diligently do all of the things that
outsiders ridicule about us while they daily incite
persecutions and encourage rebellion against us.
They accuse us before the courts with the testimony
of immoral women whom they have deceived [cf. 1
Timothy 5:11-13] and at the same time they
disgrace Christianity by allowing their own young
women to wander shamefully on every street. In
essence, they have had the audacity to tear apart the
seamless garment of Christ, which even the soldiers
did not dare to divide [cf. John 19:23-24].

6. MUEC pév odv 6 kai ¢ Pio adTOV Kai T}
GvoGim EmyElpNoel TPETEL 010 TO AavOaveLy
Bpadémg EmoTNoavVTES, mOpuYN Ol Thg
TpocKvvovong Xptotod Ty BedtnTa ékKkAnciog
EEnhdcopey.

6. Because of the way they operate, they were able
to keep their ungodly attacks unnoticed for a long
time. But when they finally came to our attention,
we unanimously drove them out of the church that
worships the divine Christ.

7. 'Emeyeipnoay 6& meptdpopaic ypduevol Kb’
NUGV TopekPaively TPOG TOVG OLOPPOVAG
GLAAELTOVPYOVC, GYNUATL LEV EIPAVNG KOl
Evooeng a&imoty VTokpvopevol, T 8 AAN0Eg
oLVOPTACaL TVAG aDTAOV gig TNV idiav vocov S
YPMNOTOAOYIOG GTTOVSALOVTESG KOl GTOUVAMTEPO
yYpaupota Top’ anT®V aitodveg, iva
TOPAVAYLYVOGKOVTEG 0OTA TOIG VT A TOV
NIATNUEVOIG GETOVONTOVG £ 0lg E5(pAAncay
KOTOOKELACWOV, EMITPIPOUEVOVC €l AoEPELAY,
OG v CLUYNPOVG AVTOTG Kol OLOPPOVAS EYOVTES
EMOKOTOVC,.

7. They ran everywhere, forming plots against us.
They even addressed our fellow ministers, who
believed the same things we did, under the pretense
of wanting peace and unity—they were actually
trying to sweep some of them into their own
disease. They ask them to write a wordy letter so
they can read aloud the contents to those who have
already been fooled by them. This is how they
avoid losing their approval and are rooted in their
disrespect of God by acting as if the bishops agree
and share their views.

8. ovy Gmep yobv mop’ MUV movnpdg £610a&av
Te Kol dtempdéavto oporoyodotv adtoic, o’ d
kol €EdoOnoav: AL’ §j clonh TodTo
TaPad1d00GLY, | TEMAAGLEVOLG AOYOLS Kl
€yypao1g EmokidlovTeg AmaT®dOY.

8. They do not even acknowledge the evil things
they have done and practiced. We expelled them for
those things, but they just keep passing them on in
secret or trying to cover them up with lies or fake
writings.

9. mBavotépaig yodv kol Bopordyols Opiiong
NV eO0POTOLOV EQVTAV S1OUCKAALY
EMKPONTOVTEG GLVAPTALOLGL TOV €ig ATATNV
gykeipevov, 00K ameyOUeVOL Kol ToD mapd mdot

9. Once they have covered up their destructive
teaching with persuasive and down-to-earth
explanations, they are able to rope in people who do
not know the truth about them. At the same time




GLKOPUVTEV TNV NUETEPAY EDGEREIOV OOeV Kol
ovppaivel Tvag Toig YPAUULOGY aNTMdV
VIOYPAPOVTOG €1 EkKANGiav eicdéyectan,
neyiog g oipon Staforfic dmuceluévng toic
TOVTO TOAUDGL GUALEITOLPYOIG TQ UNTE TOV
GTOGTOALKOV KOVOVO TODTO GLUYY®PETV GALN KOl
VIEKKaie TV €n’ aToig S1BOAKTV KOTd
Xpiotod Evépyeiav.

they never miss an opportunity to misrepresent
every single thing about our religion. Because of
this, some agree with their letters and add their
signature to show that the church should receive
them. That our fellow pastors dare to do this is
appalling to me! They not only compromise the
apostolic rule but also light the fire of this devilish
work against Christ under themselves.

10. AU @ 6mM kol 000gv peAinoog, dyommtot,
dNAdoot LIV TV TOV ToHTOV dmioTioy
guantov dtavéotnoa, Aeydviav 8t “fv mote 8t
0¥k MV 6 vidg Tod BeoD,” Kai “yéyovev Botepov O
TpOTEPOV N} VILAPY®V, TO10DTOG YEVOUEVOG OTE
Kai mote Yéyovev, 010g Kol i TEQULKEY
avOpwmog.”

10. Because of this, dear friends, I could not help
myself—I had to tell you about the unbelief of such
people. They say, “There was [a time] when the Son
of God did not exist,” and “The one who did not
exist in the beginning came into being, and when at
some point that one came into being, he became
like any other man.”

11. “TIavta yap,” eaciv, “0 0g0g €& 0dk Gvtav
émoince,” cuvavolapuPavovieg T TdV andvtov
AOYIK®V TE Kol GAOY®V KTiGEL Kol TOV VIOV TOD
0g0d. oig dkoAoVOMC Kol PactY aDTOV TPEMTTG
glval UGENC, APETHG TE Kol Kokiog EmSEKTIKOV,
kol 1] €€ ovk dvtev Hrobéoet kai tag Oeiog TOd
glvat odTOV GEl GLVOVOLPODVTES YPOPAG, o TO
dtpentov Tod AOYov Kai TV Bedtnta Thg copiag
0D AOYOL onpaivovoty, & oty 0 Xpiotog.
“Avvdpedo yodv kol NUES,” gaciv ol
aAdoTopeg, “viol yevésOor Beod, domep
KaKeivog.”

11. “For God created everything out of nothing,”
they say, including the Son of God as a creation
along with all the other rational and irrational
creatures. Of necessity they continue by saying that
his nature is changeable, able to do either good or
evil. Their claim that he was created out of nothing
overthrows the sacred Scriptures that say that he is
eternal and that the Word is, by nature,
unchangeable. The Scriptures also declare that the
Wisdom of the Word, which is Christ, is divine. But
these cursed lowlifes say, “We, too, are able to
become just like him, sons of God.”

12. yéypamtatr yap- “Yiovg éyévvneo kai
tyomea.” ‘Empepopévou 8¢ antoic T0d
Aéyovtog €ERG pnTod “avTol 8£ pe N0<Tnoay,”
OmeP 0V PLGIKOV £0TL T) COTHPL HVTL PVGEMG
atpéntov, maong eviafeiog Eavtovg
EPNUDOGOVTESG, TODTO (PAGL TPOYVAOGCEL KOl
wpobewpiq TePl aOTOD €160TA TOV OOV OTL OVK
aBetoet EEeléyBar adTOV And ThvTV.

12. For it is written [they say], “I have created and
raised children [Isaiah 1:2].” So we bring up the
second half of that verse, “and they have rebelled
against me,” and point out that this is inconsistent
with the unchangeable nature of the Savior. At this
point they throw away any respectability they might
have had and argue that God chose Christ above all
others because he knew beforehand and foresaw
that Christ would not rebel against him.

13. oV yap evoel kol Kot EEaipeTov T®V GAA®DY
ViAV Eyovta L (oVTE Yap @VoEL VIOC TiG €0TL TOD
Beo0d, paciv, ovte VA Eyv 1010TNTA TPOC
aOTOV), GAAL Kol 0DTOV TPETTHG TVYYAVOVTQ

13. They also explain that just because he was
chosen does not mean that he was created better
than the other sons of God (they say that no man is
a son of God by nature or has a special relationship




PUGEMG, 010 TPOTOV EMUELELOV KOl AOKNOV U
TPEMOUEVOV €Tl TO YEipov, EEeNénTO"

with him). Instead they claim that he was chosen
because even though his nature was changeable, he
was careful enough and worked hard enough to
keep himself from becoming inferior.

14. o¢ &i kai [TadAiog TodTo fracatto Kol
[Tétpog, Undev drapépey TOVTOV TNV EKEIVOL
viomto- gic Tapdotacty ¢ Tiic epevoPAafoic
Ta0TNG ddackaAiog kal Talg ypapaig
Eumapotvodvreg Kol topatifépuevor o &v
YaApoic mepl Xprotod pnrov, 10 oVTeg

&ov- ““Hyamncag d1kaooOvny kai Epioncag
aowiav: 0wl TovTo Expioé o 6 B€6G, 6 Oe6g
60V, £L010V dyoAIAcEMG TAPH TOVS HETONOVG

2

GO0V.

14. As if Paul and Peter would have been “sons” at
the same level if they had worked as hard! To
establish this teaching they butcher the Scriptures
by quoting what is said in the Psalms about Christ,
“You have loved righteousness and hated
wickedness, therefore your God has anointed you
with the oil of gladness above your companions.”
[Ps. 45:7 = 44:8 LXX, Heb. 1:9].

15. Tlepi pév odv 811 6 vidg 10D Og0d odte &8
oK SvToV yeyéviTal, oBTe TV TOTE HTE 0VK NV,
avTapKrng Tandedoar Todvvng 6 evayyeAMoTG
YPaowv oVTmg el avtod: “O povoyevilg vide,
0 @OV gig TOV K6ATOV TOD TATPOS.”
TPOVOOUUEVOC Yap O Oel0g detkvival S10AGKAAOG
GAAAOV dYdPLoTO TPAYLOTE 510, TOV TOTEPA
Kol TOV V10V, dvta adTOV &V TOIC KOATTOIG TOD
TOTPOC MVOLUGEV.

15. John the Evangelist specifically taught that the
Son of God was not created out of nothing and that
there never was a time when he did not exist. He
wrote, “the only begotten Son who is in the bosom
of the Father.” This divine teacher showed that the
Father and the Son cannot be separated from each
other when he said, “the Son is in the bosom of the
Father” [John 1:18].

16. dAha yap kol Ot Toig €€ oK Gvtv
yevouévolg 6 Adyog tod Beod ov cuvapiBueital,
navta 01’ adToD YeYOVEVAL PNGIV O aOTOG
Todvvng. v yap id10Tponov adTod VTOGTOCLY
QT s s 12 ) ~ 3 < 7 N e
E0NAmoey ginmv: ““Ev dpyil v 6 Aoyog kai 6
Léyog NV mpog TOV B0V Kal B0 NV 6 Adyoc.
navto oV avtod £yéveto, Kal yopic avToD

N\ &9

£YEVETO 0002 Ev.

16. The same John makes sure not to include the
Word of God among the things created from
nothing. He says, “all things were made through
him.” He also shows that he is a unique person
when he says, “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God...All things were made by him, and not a
single thing was made without him” [John 1:1-3].

17. &l yop wévta 61’ avtod éyéveto, TS O TO1g
YEVOLEVOLC TO VAL YOPLGAUEVOC ODTOG TOTE OVK
MV; 0V Yép moc 6 Adyoc, T molodv, Toig
yevopévolg tiig anTig etvol pvoemg dopiletar- &l
ye anTog HEV v &v apyfi mévta 8¢ S’ avtod
gyéveto kai €€ ovk dvtv Emoincey.

17. If everything was made by him, how did
everything come into being through him at a time
when he did not exist? Could the Word, the creating
power, really have the same nature as the things it
created? No. He existed in the beginning, and
everything was made by him, and he made
everything out of nothing.

18. évavtiov yop dokel Toig € oK Svimv
YEVOLEVOLS TO OV KOl AQESTNKOG GPOSPA. TO UEV

18. The things created from nothing are nothing like
“the one who is”. That section of Scripture shows




YOp HETOEL TATPOS Kol VIOD 0VOEV deikVLGLY
givar Stdotnuo, 008’ dypt Tvog dvvoiag TodTo
QOVTOoIOOL THS Yuyiig dSvvapévng: To 88 €& odk
6vtav dnuovpyeichat TOV KOGHOV vemTéPaY
&YEL TG LTOOTACEMG KOl TPOGOATOV TNV
véveatv, KO ToD TATPOC d10 TOD VIOD TAVTOV
EIANQOTOV TNV TolTNV 0VGInoY.

that there is no separation between the Father and
the Son; the thought of separation does not even
cross the hearers’ mind. The fact is the world was
created out of nothing. That means that its nature
has a later, fresh beginning, and the Father gave it
its beginning through the Son.

19. paxpov yodv Bempnoog tod Beod Adyov 10
v kai vrepaipov i TV yevnTdv Sravoiog O
evlaPéotarog Todvyng yévestv adtod Kol
noinow annéinoev ginelyv, 00O T0ic OLOGTOIYO1G
oLALAPaic TO TO10DV TOIG YIYVOUEVOLS OVOLLAGOL
ToAfGaC, ovy OTL dryévvntog v (B yap
ayévvntov 0 Totp), GAL’ OtL Ti|g o pévng TV
€0AYYEMOTOV, TOY0 O Kol AyyEA®MV KATOANWEDG
VIEPEKEVA EGTIV 1 TOD ovoyEVODG Be0d
dveduymTog VITOGTUCIC. Eig EDGEPEIC OVK Olpat
Aoyilopévoug ToUG LLEYPL TOVTMV EMEPOTAV Tt
TOAUDVTOC, 010, TO AVAKOOV TOD “YUAETOTEP
oov un {tet, kol Yyniotepd cov un é&érale.”

19. The blessed John knew that created beings
could not understand the “was” that describes the
Word of God. So he did not try to explain the
Word’s generation or creation and he resisted
putting a name to the Maker and to the created
things. Not that the Son of God is unbegotten—only
the Father is unbegotten—it is just that the
indescribable character of the only-begotten God is
beyond even the brightest of the Evangelists’
understanding, maybe even the angels too! For this
reason, I maintain that the people who are trying to
reason out this subject are ungodly. They go against
the proverb, “Do not seek what is too difficult for
you or look into things too high for you” [Sir. 3:21].

20. &l yop €Tépov TOAADV 1} YVAOOIG, Kol TOVTOL
GovyKpitmg KOAOPOTEP®V, KEKPLTTTAL TNV
avOpwmivny KoTdAnytv oid £6Tt TapdL

[TavAm: “A 6@OaANOg 00K £10€ Kal 0V 00K
fikovoe kol £mi kapdiav avlpdTov 0VK AvEPN
@ Nroipacey 0 00g Toic dyam@doty aVTOV,”
GAAG Kol TO dotpa eNoiv O 6g0g T APpadp
apuiicor pr dvvacHat, kai £tt ““Appov
Borlocod®v Kai oTaydvag vetod,” enot, “tig
g€apOunoet;”

20. The knowledge of many other much less
complicated things is still beyond the capacity of
the human mind. As Paul said, “Eye has not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have they entered into the
heart of man, the things which God has prepared for
those who love him” [1 Cor. 2:9]. God also said to
Abraham that he was not able to count the stars.
Similarly it is said, “Who shall number the grains of
sand by the sea-shore, or the drops of rain?” [Sir.
1:2]

21. mhg bv meplepydoaltd Tic TV Tod 0eod
AOYOV VTTOGTAGLY, EKTOG &1 UT| LEAOYXOMKT]
Srabécel AneBeic Tuyydvor; mepi g TO
TPOENTIKOV TVveEDUA enot: “TNv yevedy adtod
Tig omynoeTay;” fjv Kol avTog 6 cOTNP MUDV,
EVEPYETAV TOVE TAVTOV TAOV €V TM KOCU®D
Kiovog, TNV mepi TOLTOL YVACLY AVTAOV
dmogopticacOot domovdacey, ndct PEv obv
adTOlC APVGIKOV Elval AéymV glg KatdAnyty,
uove o6& T® matpl avakeiobat Ty Tod BeloTdTon

21. So then, how could anyone but a lunatic try to
figure out the nature of the Word of God? The Spirit
of prophecy addressed this when he said, “Who can
speak of his generation?” [Isa. 53:8] And so it was
out of kindness for all of those who were pillars in
the world that our Savior was eager to free them
from trying to grasp this knowledge. He told them
that it was beyond their natural comprehension and
to leave the knowledge of this divine mystery to the
Father. He said, “No man knows the Son but the




TOVTOL puotnpiov idnov: “oddeic yap Eyvo Tig
€oTv 0 VIOC” Aéymv “gl ur 0 matnp: Kol TOvV
Tatépa 00SEIG EYVoKey €1 pn 6 VIOC.” mepi o Kol
TOV TOTEPOL OTUOL AEYELV “TO HUGTHPIOV LoV
gpoi.”

Father, and no man knows the Father except the
Son” [Matt. 11:27]. I think the Father was talking
about this when he said, “My mystery is for me”
[Isa. 24:16 (a reading in some LXX mss.)].

22. Ot 8¢ poviddeg 10 &€ 00K SvImV TOV VIOV
YEYOVEVOL PPOVETY, YPOVIKT|V €OV TNV TpOOesY
avTo0ev deikvutal TO €€ ovK VTV, KAV
Ayvo®Gctv o1l AvONTOL TNV THG P®VTG 00TV
paviav. T yap ypovoig éumoittevecbot del 1O
00K 1V, 1| Ai®VAOG TIVL SlooTANATL. €1 TOTVLY
0AN0&g TO mavTa 61’ adTOD YeYOVEVAL,

22. But the words “out of nothing” make it clear
that it is insane to imagine that the Son of God
came into being out of nothing and that he has a
certain starting point in time. The foolish are of
course unable to see the stupidity of their own
sayings. Their phrase, “He was not” must either
have reference to time or to some interval in
eternity.

23. dfjdov Ot ki Thc iV Kol ¥povog Kol
Sractiporo koi 10 moTé, &v 0ig TO 0VK NV
gvpiokeral, o1’ adTod £yéveTo. Kol TAC 00K
aniBavov ToOV Kal ypovous Kol aidvog Kol
Kapovg, &v 0ig TO 0VK TV GLUUTEPLPTAL,
TOMGAVTO, 0VTOV TOTE UF) ElVOL AEYELY;
aotavonTov yap kol miong apoadiog dvamiewv
TOV 0iTIOV YEVOUEVOV TIVOG ODTOV
LETAYEVEGTEPOV AEYEWV TTIC EKEIVOV YEVEGEMC,

23. If it is true that everything was made by him,
then every age, time, and interval of time—even that
time “when he was not”—was made by him. So is it
not incredible that they say that there was a time
when the one who created time, ages, and seasons
(and they are so confused that they include the time
when he “was not” in that list) did not exist? It is
not only ignorant, but it also goes against all reason,
to claim that a person who creates something can
come into being after the thing that he created!

24. mponysiton yap Kat’ adTovg ThG T0 OAa
dnuovpyovong Tod Beod copiog ExElvo TO
StdoTnuo &v @ act pn yeyeviioOat ToV vidv Vo
10D TOTPOS, WEVOOUEVNC KOT® ADTOVS Kol TG
TPOTOTOKOV ODTOV ElvalL TAOTG KTIGEMG
avayopevoviong Ypaoiic.

24. They say that there is an interval of time in
which the Son was not yet begotten of the Father.
According to them, this interval is the time before
the wisdom of God existed, by whom all things
were created. But this contradicts the passage that
says he is the “firstborn over all creation” [Col.
1:15].
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25. Paul agrees with this with his usual loud voice
by saying about him, “whom he appointed heir of
all things, and through whom also he made the
universe” [Heb. 1:2], and, “For by him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers
or authorities; all things have been created through
him and for him. He is before all things” [Col 1:16-
17].
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26. So their hypothesis that the Son was created
“out of nothing” is clearly ungodly. The Father has
to always be a Father. He is always the Father of a
Son who is there—he is the reason that he is called
Father. The Son has to always be present with him
so that the Father is always complete and not
lacking anything good. That’s why he could not
have begotten his only Son in time, or any interval
of time, or out of nothing.
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27. Why is it unholy to say, “There was a time
when the wisdom of God did not exist”? That
Wisdom itself says, “I was brought up at his side: |
was daily his delight [Prov. 8:30]” Would it not be
unholy to say that at one time the power of God did
not exist, or his Word, or anything else that
describes the Son and characterizes the Father at the
same time? To say that the brightness of the
Father’s glory [cf. Heb 1:3] “once did not exist”
destroys the original light too, because the
brightness comes from it. If the image of God did
not always exist, then it is clear that God, in whose
image the Son is, also did not always exist.
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28. No, if the full expression of God’s character did
not exist, then everything else about him [i.e., the
Son] that also characterized God must not exist
either. That fact shows that the sonship of our
Savior has nothing in common with the sonship of
anyone else.
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29. It has been shown that the nature of the Son’s
existence cannot be explained by any human
language. The excellence of his nature is infinitely
beyond the nature of everything that he has created.
In the same way his sonship, which by nature
shares the Father’s divinity, is unspeakably better
than the sonship of the people God has chosen to
adopt as sons. He is by nature unchangeable,
perfect, and does not need anything. On the other
hand, humans are able to change and need help
from him.
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30. What can be added to improve the wisdom of
God [1 Cor. 1:24-25]? What can Truth personified
add to itself? How can God the Word, the Life and
the True Light [John 1:4, 9; 14:6], possibly be
improved? Is it not unnatural to think that wisdom
can be prone to foolishness? That the power of God
can be united with weakness? That reason can be
dimmed by unreasonableness or that darkness can
be mixed with the true light? Does not the apostle
address this directly by saying, “What fellowship
does light have with darkness? And what harmony
does Christ have with Belial” [2 Cor 6:14-

15]? Does not Solomon say that “the way of a
snake on a rock” [Prov. 30:19] is too wonderful for
the human mind to understand—the rock here,
according to St. Paul, is Christ [1 Cor. 10:4]. He
gave his creations, angels and humans, the blessing
to be able to keep working on being virtuous and
being obedient to his commands so that they will
not sin.
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31. Because of this our Lord, who is by nature the
Son of the Father, is worshiped by all. Some have
put off the spirit of slavery [Phil. 2:11] and have
received the spirit of adoption [Rom. 8:15] by
bravely working and making progress in virtue.
They have become sons by adoption through the
kindness of the one who is the Son of God by
nature.
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32. Paul explained his true, unique, natural, and
special sonship, when he said by inspiration “he did
not spare his own Son, but delivered him up for us,”
who are by nature not his sons [Rom. 8:32].
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33. To distinguish him from those who are not “his
own,” God called him “his own son.” It is also
written in the Gospel, “This is my beloved Son in
whom [ am well pleased” [Matt. 3:17], and in the
Psalms the Savior says, “The Lord said to me, ‘You
are my Son’” [Ps 2:7]. He points out that he is a




natural son to show that there are no other natural
sons except him.
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34. The words, “I begot you from the womb before
dawn” [Ps. 110:3 = 109:3 LXX] plainly show that
his natural sonship and paternal birth is his because
of his unique nature. He did not receive it by being
particularly diligent or working hard to progress
morally. Because of this, the only-begotten Son is
not able to lose his sonship. Rational people who
are adopted by God are not his natural sons, but
have been adopted because of their good character
and by the grace of God. These types of sons can
fall away. This is written in the passage, “The sons
of God saw the daughters of men, and took them as
wives” [Gen 6:2-3] etc...

35. xai “Yiovg ¢éyévvnoo kol Yymoa, avTol 6
pe 10éteav” 510 ‘Hoaiov eipniévar tov Oeov
£010G Onpev.

In addition, God said through Isaiah, “I have
nourished and brought up children and they have
rebelled against me” [Isa. 1:2].
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35. Since I have much more to say, my friend, I will
stop at this; for I do not want to wear you out by
excessively teaching to likeminded brothers. You
are “taught by God” [1 Thess. 4:9] and are aware
that this recent teaching, which is against the
religion of the church, is the same as that of Ebion
and Artemas. It rivals the heresy of Paul of
Samosata, bishop of Antioch, who was
excommunicated by a council of all the bishops.

36. 0v d100e&Guevog AOVKIAVOC ATOGUVAY®YOS
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36. Lucian, his successor, removed himself from
fellowship with these three bishops for years. And
now, out of nowhere, there are men among us who
have sucked up the dregs of this ungodliness. All of
them secretly come from the same root: Arius and
Achillas and their gang of evildoers.

37. xoi ovk 018’ dmwg &v Zupiq yetpoTovn0évieg
EnioKomol TPEIC, O10. TO GUVALVELY aVTOlC, &l TO
¥eipov vmekkoiovot, mepi GV 1 kpioig dvokeicOo
T DueTépa doKipaciq: ol Tag eV Tod cmTnpiov
TAO0VG TOTEWVDCENDS TE KOl KEVOGEWMS Kol THG
KOAOLUEVIC oDTOD TTmYEing Kol OV £MKTHTOVG

37. Three bishops of Syria (I do not know how they
got appointed) are fanning the flames by agreeing
with them. I leave their judgment in your hands.
They fill their heads with everything that has
anything to do with Christ’s suffering, humiliation,
emptying of himself, and so-called poverty [Phil.
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2:7-8]. They present those passages to disprove his
eternal existence and divinity and at the same time
forget all those passages that prove his glory and
nobility and presence with the Father, for example,
“I and the Father are one” [John 10:30].
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38. Note what the Lord says. He does not proclaim
himself to be the Father or say that the two natures
are one. He states that the Son of the Father
accurately presents the likeness of the Father. He
says that his nature took the exact likeness of his
Father in every way, and that his image is
indistinguishable from the father’s; he is like an
exact stamp of the original.
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39. That is why the Lord answered so plainly
when Philip asked to see the Father. Phillip said to
him, “Show us the Father;” and the Lord replied,
“He who has seen me has seen the Father,” [John
14:8-9] as if the Father is seen through him like
through a mirror. He is a spotless and living
reflection of his Father.
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40. The saints say the same thing in the Psalms, “In
your light we shall see light” [Ps. 35:10 LXX;
English 36:9]. Because of this “he who honors the
Son, honors the Father” [John 5:23]. Similarly,
every ungodly word that people dare to say against
the Son is also spoken against the Father [John
15:23].

41. Friends, who could be surprised at each of the
deceitful reports I’m about to list—reports against
me and against our most pious people.
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They not only set themselves against the divinity of
the Son, but they also ungratefully try to insult us.
They think that it is beneath them to be compared
with anyone who is older; they refuse to appear to
be on the same level as teachers that we have
associated with since childhood. They will not
admit that any of our fellow ministers could have
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even a little intelligence. They say that they are the
only ones who are wise and understanding and the
discoverers of doctrines. They say that these truths
have been revealed only to them and that these
truths have never even crossed the mind of any
other person under the sun.
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42. What wicked arrogance! What immeasurable
madness! Such false pride combined with satanic
thoughts! These things have hardened their evil
hearts.
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43. They are not ashamed that they are ignoring the
God-inspired clarity of the ancient Scriptures. The
united piety of each of our fellow ministers does not
even make them lose their nerve. Not even a demon
puts up with wickedness like this—even they keep
from blaspheming against the Son of God.

44. So I at least have done the best that [ can to ask
pointed questions to those who throw uneducated
mud on Christ and try to misrepresent what we
teach about him.
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They just make up fairy tales! When we reject their
evil and unscriptural blasphemy that Christ came
from nothing, they say that we teach that there are
two unbegotten beings. These uneducated people
can only think of two options: Either you believe
that he came out of nothing, or you believe that
there are two unbegotten beings. They are ignorant
newcomers when it comes to theology; they do not
realize how big the difference is between the
unbegotten Father and everything that he created
out of nothing, either rational or irrational.
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45. They do not understand the only begotten nature
of him who is the Word of God. The Father created
the universe out of nothing through him, and the
Father is the one who begets him. The Lord himself
proved this when he said, “Everyone that loves the
Father also loves the Son who is begotten of him”
[1 John 5:1].
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46. We believe the same thing that the apostolic
church believes: There is one unbegotten Father.
Nothing caused him to exist, he is unchanging and
unchangeable, his being always stays just the way it
is, and he does not get better or worse. He gave the
Law, the Prophets, and the Gospel. He is the Lord
of the patriarchs and apostles and of all the saints.

We also believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, not begotten out of nothing,
but out of the Father. He is not begotten like things
in the world are, like cutting a piece off something
or emitting something, as Sabellius and Valentinus
taught. He is begotten in an inexpressible and
unexplainable way, as we quoted above, “Who can
speak of his generation?” [Isa. 53:8] No human
mind is able to understand the nature of his
substance or the Father’s. Rational people simply
do not have the ability to understand in what way
he was begotten of the Father.
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47. But people led by the Spirit of truth do not need
to take these things from me. What the Savior said
long ago still echoes in our ears, “No one knows
who the Father is but the Son, and no one knows
who the Son is but the Father” [Matt 11:27]. We
have learned that the Son is unchanging and
unchangeable; he lacks nothing and is complete,
like the Father except that he is unbegotten. He is
the exact image and sculpture of his Father.
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48. Tt is clear that the image is filled with
everything that makes up the greater likeness, as the
Lord himself taught when he said, “My Father is
greater than I’ [John 14:28]. In agreement with this
we believe that the Son was always “of the Father”.
He is the radiance of his glory and the exact stamp
of the Father’s substance. But no one should take
the word “always” to mean that the Son is
unbegotten, as some ignorant people have been led
to believe. To say “he was always...”, and “before




all ages”, is not the same thing as saying he is
unbegotten.

49. obte yap 10 MV, obte TO Gel, 0bTE TO TPO
aldVOV TOVTOV €0TL TA AYEVVIATE. GAL’ 000,
OTI0UV AvOpOT®V EVVolo, OVOLLOTOTTOUo 0L
omovdacel, OMAol TO dyévvnov (g Kol VLG
oUTmG ékdéyechal moTev® Kal TeBdppnKa 1|
nepl mvTmv VUV OpBf mpobicet), kaTd undévo
TPOTOV TOVTAOV TV OVOUATOV TO AyEVVITOV
ONAOVVTOV.

49. As it is, human understanding could never coin
a term that explains what it means to be unbegotten;
none of these terms represent the unbegotten well (I
think you share this opinion, and I am positive that
your view is orthodox).

50. £oike Yop OlOVEL YPOVOV EIVOL TAPEKTOGIG
TadTo TO OVOpaTa, TV pévtol kat’ a&iav Tod
povoyevodg OedtnTa Kai olov dpyoidTnTo
onuaivev un duvapévev, Tdv 8¢ ayiov avopdv
MG SVVOUIG EKACTO EUPavicat TO LVGTHPLOV
Bralopévev Kol cuyyvOuny aitohvieov Topd TdV
aKpoaT®V 01’ EDAOYOV AmoAoYiag o1t TOD

Aéyewv- gic 6 EpBdoapuey.

50. All of these terms make it sound like a period of
time. They are not able to express the full sense of
the divinity and the antiquity of the only begotten
Son. They were used by holy men who did what
they could to make the mystery clearer. And even
they asked for patience from those who listened to
them by attaching a reasonable qualification: what
they said was limited by their understanding.

51. €l 8¢ T mapd O AvOpOTIVOV i YEINEDV
@O&ypa PEILOV TL TPOGOOKMGY 01 AVOPES, T €K
UéPoVG anToic Yvobivto kotapyeichot
Aéyovteg, 6fikov 6Tt ToAD ToD EAmlopévon
Aeimeton O MV Kai 1O del kol O Tpo

aidvov: émep 8 av 1, ok E6TL TADTOV IO
AYEVVIT®.

51. If men expect anything better than that to come
from human lips, then they must think that what is
“known in part” has already been “done away with”
for them [cf. 1 Cor 13:8-12]. It is clear that the
“was” and “always” and “before all ages” fall short
of that hope. Whatever these words mean, it is not
the same as “unbegotten.”

52. o0KoDV TG PEV AYEVVITO TPl OiKETOV
dEiopa puloktéov, undéva tod eivarl adTd TOV
aitov Aéyovtag: T@® O vid TV dppolovoav
TNV AToveEUNTEOY, TNV Bvapyov adT@ Topd TOD
TaTpOg YEVVNoLV avatifévtog: Kol Mg
gpBdoapey avT®d cEPag AmoVELOVTES, LOVOV
£0GEPGC Kkod EDERUOG TO TV Kod TO del Kol O
PO aidVoV Aéyovteg &n’ avToD, TV pévTol
BedNTO AVTOD PN TOpOITOVLEVOL, AAAN TH
€KOVL Kol T@ YOPOKTTPL TOD TATPOG
ATNKPIBOUEVNV EULEEPELOY KOTA TAVTO,
avatiBévreg, TO ¢ dyévvnrov 1@ moTpl pdvov
idlopa Tapeivar do&aloveg, e o1 Kol avTod
(@aokovtog Tod cwtijpog “O matip pov peilov
pov éotl.”

52. At any rate, we have to guard the Father’s
unique status as the Unbegotten One because it is
never said that anything caused him to exist. It is
also necessary to guard the Son’s particular honor,
since his generation from the Father has no starting
point. We will continue worshiping him as we have
been, piously and respectfully referring to him with
the terms “was”, and “ever,” and “before all ages.”
We do not reject his divinity but instead credit to
him his perfect likeness to his Father in every way.
At the same time, we credit to the Father his unique
glory: that only he is “the Unbegotten One.” The
Savior himself says, “My Father is greater than I
am” [John 14:28].




53. TIpog 8¢ T1] evoePel TavTn TTEPL TATPOS Kol
viod 06&n, kKabmg udc ol Otlon ypapal
dddaokovoty, &v vedua dylov OPoAoYoduEY, TO
Kowvicav Tovg Te TG moAatdg dtadnKng dyiovg
avOp®TOLG Kol TOVS THiG ¥PNUATILOVeNG KOVT|G
mooevTag Oelovg: piav kol povny kabAny v
GTOGTOMKTV EKkKANGiay, dxabaipeTov pev del
KAV Tag 0 KOGHOG Ot ToAepelv foviednTat,
VIKNQOPOV 08 TAGTC TS TV £TEP0dOEDV
doePeotdrng navactdoemc, 00apPoEic UG
KaTaokeLALoVTog T0D 01K0OEGTATOL AOTHG 010,
100 Podv: “Oaposite, £YyQ veviknKa TOV
KOGPOV.”

53. The sacred Scriptures teach us this pious
teaching about the Father and Son. In addition, they
teach us and we confess that there is one Holy
Spirit who inspired the saints of the Old Testament
and the holy teachers of the New Testament. We
confess the one and only apostolic catholic church
which does not decay but lasts forever. Even if the
whole world went to war against it, it would still be
victorious over all of the wicked attacks of the
heterodox. Have courage! Our master prepared us
for this with his words, “Be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world” [John 16:33].

54. puetd TodTOV €K VEKPOV AVAGTAGTY OIdALEY,
TG amopym Yéyovey 6 kbplog udv Incodg
Xp1o10¢, odua Popésog AANBGMS Kol 00 doKNoEL
€k Tiic OgotdKov Mapiog, &mi cuvteheio T@V
aldvov glg abétnow apaptiog EmMONUACOS TO
vével 1@V avOpdnwv, otavpwdelg kol drobavmv,
GAL’ 0V 010 TadTa THG £0vTod BedTNTOG TITTOV
YEYEVNLEVOG, AVOOTOG EK VEKPAV, AVOANQOEiS &v
ovpavoic, kabnuevog &v de&1d Tijg
HEYOAOGVVIG.

54. Besides this, we acknowledge the resurrection
from the dead, of which our Lord Jesus was the
first-fruits [1 Cor. 15:20]. He truly had a real body,
not just the appearance of a body; he was born of
Mary the mother of God; when the time had fully
come he lived among humans for the forgiveness of
their sins; he was crucified and buried—none of
this decreased his divinity in any way; he rose from
the dead, was taken up to heaven, and he sat down
at the “right hand of the Majesty” [Heb. 9:26].

55. Todra ék pépoug Eveydpoala i EMOTOAT, TO
ka0’ Ekaotov &’ akpiPeiog ypagpew popTikov,
o¢ Epnv, lvar vopicag, 16 o pmdE v iepav
VUGV TadTo AeAnbévar ormovdny. tadta
ddacKopeV, TaDTO KNPOTTOUEV, TODTO THG
gkkAnoiag T dmootohucd Soypata, VEP AV Kol
amofvnoropey, T@V EE6UvVuchot anTa
Bralopévmv NTToV TEPPOVTIKOTES, &l Kai S1d
Bacavav dvoykdlovot, TV &v avToig EAmida |
GTOCTPEPOEVOL.

55. In this letter I have only partially mentioned
these things. As I said before, it would be tiresome
to talk about each point even briefly since you are
pious and diligent enough that you know them.
These things we teach, these things we preach.
These are the doctrines of the apostolic Church—
we are ready to die for them and we pay no mind to
those who would force us to give them up. We will
never turn away from the hope that we have in
them, even if they try to force us by torture.

56. GV évavtiol yevopevol ol auei Tov Apeiov
Kol AytAAdy kad ol Thig GAnOeiog cOV adToig
ToAé0L AnemaOnoav Thg EkkAnoiag, AALGTPLOL
vevouevol T evoefolc MUV didackaAiag,
Katd TOv pokaplov [adiov Aéyovta- “ET Tig
VUaG evayyedileton Tap’ 0 moperdPete, dvadeua
£o1®” KAV dyyehog &€ 0Opovod etvol
TPOGTOL|TAL,

56. Both the people who oppose Arius and Achillas
and also those who fight against the truth with them
have been driven from the church. They have all
become hostile to our godly doctrine, just like the
blessed Paul said, “If anyone preaches to you a
gospel contrary to what you have received, let him
be cursed (anathema),” even if he pretends to be an
angel from heaven [Gal 1:8-9].




57. dAha Kol “el TIg £TEP0O1dUcKUAET KOl pi)
TPOGEPYETUN TOTG VYLOIVOVGL LOY0LG TOTS TOD
Kvpiov Mudv Incod Xprotod kai i kat’
£0GEPeLaY O10UCKAALQ, TETOPOTOL, UNOEV
é¢meTapevog” Kol ta EETC.

Tovtoug obv dvadepaticdévtag md Tig
G.0EAPOTNTOG UNOEIS DUV deXEcOm UNdE
aveyécHm TOV AeyoUEV@V 1| YPAQOUEV®V VT
adTAV: ThvTO YOp ol YONTEG YevdovTal,
aAn0elav 00 ur AaANGovsLy.

And again, “If someone teaches differently and
does not hold to the sound words of our Lord Jesus
Christ and to godly teaching, he is conceited and
understands nothing” [1 Tim. 6:3-4].

57. So, since they have been condemned
(anathematized) by the brothers, no one should
receive them or anything that they say or write.
They are all lying babblers who are unable to speak
the truth.

58. mepiépyovtat yap TG TOAELS, OVOLV ETEPOV
omovdalovtec §j T® TG PIAIAG TPOGYNUATL Kol
T TG €lpNVNg OvouaTt 81’ VoKpicems Kol
KoAOKElOG YpaupaTo 6100val Kol Aapupavey,
TPOG TO TAOVAV S1d TOVTOV TO VT adT®dV
Nratnpévo OAYo YOVUIKAPLY GECMPEVREVA
apapTtiong kol ta EETG.

58. They travel around to different cities,
pretending to come in friendship and in the name of
peace. They are running around for no other reason
than to give and receive fake letters that defend and
flatter them. By doing this they deceive a few
“weak women who are loaded down with sins” [2
Tim. 3:6].

59. Tovtovg ovv TovC T TocudTa Kotd XpioTod
TOAUNGOVTOG, TOVG TOV YPIOTIOVIGUOV TODTO UEV
dnuociqa dtocHpavtag, ToUTo 08 £mi dtkaoTnpieV
EMOEIKTIAV PIAOTLLOVIEVOLGS, TOVG SLOYUOV UV
v gipnvn 10 6o0ov En’ aVTOlg EmeyeipavTag, TOVG
T0 dppnrTov puoThpov thg XplroTod YEVVIGENDG
EKVEVPIGAVTOG, TOVTOVS ATOGTPEPOUEVOL,
GyomnTol Kol OLOYLYOL AdEAPOL, GOy POL
véveabe Katd TG Lovimdovg adTdv TOAUNG,
K00’ OHOLOTNTO TV AYAVOKTNCAVIMV

GLAAEITOVPY DV UGV Kol EMGTEIMAVIOV Ol
KT’ a0T®V Kol T@ TOU®M GUVLTTOYPOYAVT®V: O
Kod dtemepydpuny HUiv S1d Tod viod pov ‘Amtod
dloKovov, ToUTo PEV Thomng AlydmTov Kol
OnPaidog, Todto d& APing e Kai Ievtamdremg
kol Xvpiag kol &1t Avkiog kai [opguiiag,
Aociag, Kanmadokiog kol t@v dAAwov

TEPLYDOPOV: OV K0 OpodTNTA Kol TTap” VPGV
0éEacOat mémoda.

59. My beloved and likeminded brothers, reject
these people! They dared to do these things against
Christ, they publicly mocked Christianity, and they
keep trying to give false information before the
courts. During this time of peace, they have tried to
stir up persecution against us. They have broken
down the inexpressible mystery of how Christ is
begotten. Work together and be courageous against
their insanity just like our fellow ministers, who are
filled with anger and wrote a letter to me against
them and also signed our letter condemning them. I
have sent these letters to you through my son
Apion, the deacon. They have the signatures of
everyone in Egypt and Thebaid, Libya, the
Pentapolis, Syria, Lycia, Pamphylia, Asia,
Cappadocia, and the surrounding areas. I hope you
will follow their example when you receive it.

60. TOAAGV Yép pot Bondnudtov TPOg TOVG
Brapévtag memopiouévav, Kai Todto ebpnrTon
AGIPAPLOKOV TOD VT’ aOTAV Aot 0€vTog
Ao, melfopévav Kol Toig TV GLAAEITOVPYDV
NU®V cuykaTobéceoty, gig LETAvVOLaY d1d TODTOV

60. I have tried many times to win back those who
have been led astray and I have found the best
solution is for us to show that we fellow-ministers
are united. If we do this we will quickly bring the
lay people who have been deceived back to




gpyecBar omovdaloviwv. dondcachs dArnlovg
oLV i Top’ VUDV ASEAPOTNTL.

repentance. So greet each other in the brotherhood
that you have.

Eppdobat LG &v Kupim edyouat,
ayomnToi: Ovaipny vu®dv Tiig prloypictov
yoxis.

I pray that you will be strengthened in the Lord, my
friends, and that I can enjoy the support of your
hearts being filled with the love of Christ.

61. Eiol ¢ ol avobepatiobévreg aipecidTal,
070 TpeoPuTEP@V HEV ApElog, Ao dakdvmv 68
Ayahag, Eulwiog, AsiBoing, Aovkiog,
Sapudtng, Toviog, Mnvag, Apetog Etepog,
‘EALGS0G.

61. Here are the names of those who have been
condemned as heretics: Among the presbyters,
Arius; among the deacons, Achillas, Euzoius,
Aecthales, Lucius, Sarmatas, Julius, Menas, another
Arius, and Helladius.
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