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Date c. 323

Ancient source Brit. Museum, Add. 12,156

Modern editions Syriac: J. Pitra, Analecta Sacra 4:196-197
Greek (reconstruction): E. Schwartz, “Zur Geschichte
des Athanasius,” 265-67 (= GS 3:127-129)

Sometime after the controversy had become inter-regional, affairs deteriorated further in Alexandria.
Arius and his followers seem to have organized separate parishes; Alexander meanwhile sought to expel
the Arian leaders from Alexandria, and solidify the opposition more widely. As part of that effort,
Alexander composed an encyclical warning of Arius’s teaching and sent it out across the provinces,
asking bishops everywhere to subscribe to the doctrinal analysis in the letter. R. Williams dates the letter
to 323, after a preliminary “synod of 100 bishops” in Alexandria. Only a couple sections of the letter have
been preserved, in Syriac, apparently belonging to the copy sent to Philogonius of Antioch-on-the-
Orontes (§5), He may also be responsible for the introductory paragraph and for the notation of the
signatories (§4b).

The Greek text below is that of E. Schwartz’s retroversion from the Syriac (first published by Pitra),
found in his “Zur Geschichte des Athanasius,” Nachrichten von der Koniglichen Gesellschaft der
Wissenschaften zu Gottingen, Philologisch-Historische Klasse (Gottingen: Luder Horstmann, 1905) pp.
265-67 (reprinted in his Gesammelte Schriften 3:127-129). The English translation is by Aaron West.
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[AAeEavopov AdeEavdpeiag €K ToD £yKuKAioV [A letter of Alexander of Alexandria from the
TOLOL TOD YEYPAUUEVOD VIO TOD TTAma, encyclical composed by Bishop Alexander,
AleEavopov dpylemokomov AdeEovdpeiog mepl | archbishop of Alexandria, concerning the correct
TG 0pOT¢ TioTEMG TPOC TOVG KOTA TTAvTa TOmov | faith, to God-loving bishops everywhere, to which

OeoQIAELC émoKoOTOVG, O Kol GVVEDEVTO Ol about two hundred God-loving bishops subscribed,
Oeoirelg émickomot TOV aplOpov dvteg TAéov to confess these sentiments as their own. As for the
EAATTOV O10KOG101 OVTMG KATEXEWV letter itself, the first section was written against the

VIOYPAYAVTEG. O 08 aOTOG TOUOC &V TpmTOoLg nev | impiety of Arius and those who revolted with him.
gypbon katd tig doePeiog Thig Apeiov kai TV The second part discusses the catholic faith: how it
LET’ a0 TOD AmooTATOOVI®V, EMELTO 08 TEPL TG is necessary to hold fast to all the teachings, and that
kaBohkii¢ Tiotemg kKabmg Ol TAVTG KATEXEWY the holy Virgin is the Mother of God.]

kol 0Tt BeotdKog €oTiv 1| dylo TapBévoc.]

1. T® deomoTn Kol GLAAEITOLPYD pov opoyvyw | 1. To my master and fellow-minister who is of the
MeArtio kai Toig Aomolc EMoKOTOLG THG same mind, Melitius, and to the other bishops of the




kaBohikiig ékkinoiog AAEEavOpog v Bed
yoipew.

catholic church. Alexander greets you in God’s
name.

[Kai peta v apynv:]

[And after the opening...]

2. kol Tpog Ti] 0pOf) mepl ToTpoOg Kal viod micTEl,
Kobmg Nudg ol ypapai 5186G6KoVGLY,

&v mvedpa Gylov Oporoyoduey kol piov
gxicAnoiov KaboAknv kol v avictacty
VEKPGV, NG dmapyr| YEYOveV O KOPLog Kai GoTip
Nudv "Incodc Xp1otdg, odua EvOvsauevog €k
i) BeotdKOL Mapiag, tv’ Emdnunon t@ yével
TV AvOpOTOV, Arofavdv, avactic £k vekpmdv
Kol avaAneBeig év obpavoic, kabnuevog v
dg&1d Thg LeyaloovvIg.

2. With respect to the orthodox teaching on the
Father and the Son: Just as the writings teach us, we
confess one Holy Spirit and one Catholic Church
and the resurrection of the dead, of which our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ has become the first-fruits.
He was clothed in a body from Mary the Mother of
God in order to dwell among the human race, he
died, he rose from the dead, and was taken up into
the heavens, where he is sitting at the right hand of
the Majesty.

3. TadTo €Kk pEPOLG Eveyxapala Tf| EMIGTOAL TO
K00’ EKOGTOV AKPLBMG YPAPELY AQELG O10L TO
unode v Oeiay YUOV TodTa AeAnOEval GTovony.
TaDTO S10ACKOUEV, TODTO KNPVTTOUEY, TADTO
i dxxAnoiog T dmosToAkd SOYpoT OV
Evavtiol yevouevol ol augl tov Apelov Kol
AytAAdy kol ol pet’ avt@dv dnedoinoav Tig
EkKANGiag, AAAITPLO, O1000KOVTES THG OpOTiC
Nuedv ddackariog, katd tov pakdpiov [Tadiov
Aéyovta: “EX tig vuag evayyeiileton mop’ O
nopeldfete, avabepa £otm.”

3. I have described these only partially in this letter,
deciding not to carefully write out each point,
because your godly zeal is well aware of these
things. This we teach, this we preach; these are the
doctrines of the apostolic church. Both Arius and
Achillas and those with them have become hostile
to these teachings and have been driven out of the
church for teaching things which are foreign to the
orthodox teaching. As the blessed Paul says, “If
anyone preaches a gospel besides the one you
received, let him be accursed (dvéOepa €otw)”.

[Kai ped’ Erepa’]

[And after other things...]

4. Kai yap katd tov Adyov todtov 16 1€ “év
apydi v 6 Léyog” dpvodvrar kai o “XpLoTog
00D dOvapg kol 00D Goia” fj Aoyov eivan
Kol 6OQiay ToD TOTPOG U S10ACKOVTEG T| TOV
Beov oVmoTe yevvijool Goeiav Kai Adyov
ToTevoVTEG d Kal Evvorjoal amicTov av €in
yoyfig kal aArotpiog TV o Xp1otod
pon<ué>tov.

4. In fact, according to this saying they must deny
both “in the beginning was the Word” [John 1:1]
and “Christ is the Power of God and the Wisdom of
God” [1 Cor. 1:24] or they must teach that he is not
the Word and Wisdom of the Father, or they must
believe that God has never begotten Wisdom or
Word. Understand that these ideas could only come
from an unbelieving soul; they are completely
foreign to a disciple of Christ.

[Kai petd T vmoypapdg Tog TV €K mhong Tig
Alydmrov kai Onpaidog kol APpomg kol
[Mevtomdrenc Kol TOV Gvm TOTV, ETL 68 TOV €K
Molototivng kol Apafiog kol Ayoiog koi

[And after the signatures of the bishops in all of
Egypt, Thebes, Libya, the Pentapolis, and the
regions throughout that area, those also of Palestine,
Arabia, Achaea, Thrace, the Hellespont, Asia, Caria,




®pakng kol ‘EAAnondviov kai Aciog Kol
Kapiog xai Avkiog kai Avdiag kai Opuyiag Kol
Hopeoiiag koi lolatiog kai [Ticdiog kol
[Tovrov kai [MoAepmviakod kai Karnradokiog
kol Appeviog vméypayey kai Phoyoviog
émiokomog Avtioyeiog thg Xvpiag [kai whvteg ol
Mg Avatohfic Osopileic Eniokototl TG
Mecomotapiog Kai Avyovstogvppatnoiog Kol
Kthkiag koi Toavpiog kai dovikng']

Lycia, Lydia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Galatia, Pisidia,
Antioch, Pontus, Polemoniakos, Cappadocia, and
Armenia all signed it, and also Philogonius, bishop
of Syrian Antioch (and all the God-loving bishops
of the East (Mesopotamia, the Euphrates, Cilicia,
Isauria, and Phoenicia.]

Ddrloyoviog Emickomog Th¢ KOOOAKTG EKKANGiog
g Avtioyeiog peydlo Enov®dv Ty wioTw TV
&V T@ TOU® TOD dEGTOTOV KOl OLLOYDYXOV [LOV
AreEhvdpov kal cuvTiBEIEVOG DT Kol Tf)
Oporoyig Tod ayiov TayHaTog TOV OpOY O MV,
VIEYpA L Kai TAVTES Ol &V TH| AVATOATR] 01 dve
YEYPOUUEVOLG.

5. [Philogonios, bishop of the catholic church of
Antioch, greatly praises the faith in this tome of my
master and like-minded friend Alexander. |
subscribe to it and to the confession of the ranks of
the like-minded. I signed along with all of those in
the East to the things written above.]
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