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The Alexandrian presbyter George is not in the lists of early Alexandrian supporters of Arius, but

Athanasius states he was among those excommunicated (De synod. 17.7). Many of those supporters left
Alexandria after their excommunication and traveled to drum up sympathy for Arian views (Socr. H.E.

1.6.2; Soz. H.E. 1.15.8). Athanasius seems to imply that George was spending time in Antioch when he
wrote the letter below to his bishop back in Alexandria. By c¢. 360, when he wrote De synodis, Athanasius
says George was still alive and living in Laodicea (probably either Laodicea ad Mare (modern Lattakia in
Syria) or Laodicea ad Libanum in Coele-Syria (ancient Kadesh, not the New Testament Laodicea on the
Lycus in Asia). This is the first of two excerpts from different letters of George that Athanasius preserves.

The text below is that of Opitz in AW 2:245. Our translation is an adaptation by Aaron West and Glen
Thompson from that of D. Robertson in NPNF? 4:459.
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vEYOVE.

T'edpyrog 6¢ 6 viv év Aaodikeiq, TpeoPiTepog [And George who at present is in Laodicea, but at
oV 101 Tfig *AdeEavdpeiac koi &v " Avtioyein that time was a priest of Alexandria who was
dwtpifov, Tpog pev "Aréavdpov Tov énickotov | residing in Antioch, wrote to Bishop Alexander as
&ypapev Otv follows:]

11 HéRQOV Toic mept Alpetov, el Aéyovoty “fiv Don’t find fault with Arius and his followers for
note, &te oVK NV O VIO Tod Be0d.” Kol Yap 6 saying, “There was once when the Son of God did
"Hoaiag viog yéyovev " Aumg, kol Opmg 6 pev not exist.” For Isaiah became the son of Amos, and,
" Apog v mpd 1od yevécsOar tov "Hoaiov, 6 62 since Amos existed before Isaiah came to be, Isaiah
"Hoaiog ovk fiv mpdtepov, GAAL LeTd TODTO did not exist prior, but came into being afterwards.
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