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Already by the early days of his occupying the bishopric of Nicomedia (318-341), Eusebius was taking
Arius’s side in the latter’s conflict with Alexander (see Dok. 2.2, §4). This letter indicates that Eusebius of
Caesarea had already expressed some support as well (§1), and that the recipient of the letter, Paulinus of
Tyre (c. 315-327), was being expected to do so as well—but had so far remained silent. The letter then
includes an analysis of how the “begetting” of the Son should be understood. This is one of the most
complete statements we have from Eusebius of Nicomedia.

The Greek text as preserved in Theodore’ts Historia ecclesiastica, is given below from the GCS edition of
Parmentier (1954). The translation is Glen Thompson’s slight revision of B. Jackson’s in NPNF? 3:42,

This work is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

1. T® deomodtn pov [HovAiveg Evcéfiog v
Kuplo yoipewv

To my lord Paulinus, Eusebius sends his greetings in
the Lord.

Ovb1e 1| 10D deomdTov pov Edoefiov omovdn, 1
V7EP TOD AANBodg Adyov, mapeciomnOn GAN’
£€pBaoev £m¢ kol U@V, oVTE 1) 60D &nl TOVT®
o1y, S40ToTa. Kai (¢ TV dkdAovOov, &mi pév
1@ deomdT Hov Evcefim noepdavOnuey, &l 0
ool Avmovpeda, otoyalOIEVOL KOl TNV CLOTV
avSpoc To10VTOL NTTOY HUDV ElVOL.

1. The zeal of my lord Eusebius [of Caesarea] in the
cause of the truth, and likewise your silence
concerning it, has not failed to reach our ears.
Accordingly, if, on the one hand, we rejoiced on
account of the zeal of my lord Eusebius; on the other
we are grieved at you, because the mere silence of
man like you appears like a defeat of our cause.

2. 810 TOPUKaA®D €100TO O MG AMPETES AvOpL
epovipm dArola PPOVEV Kai clomdv TAANOT,
GVOoKAAEDCAVTL TA TVEDUATL TOV AOYIOUOV
TEPL TO YPAPEY TEPL TOVTOL GPYOV,
Avo1teEloDVTOG Kol 601 Kol TOig AKOVOLGi Gov,
wéA1e0’ dtav katda dkolovbiov Tiic ypaefic Kol
101G Tyveot TV AOY®V avTiic Kol TV
BovAnudtov €0éhotg ypdpery.

2. Hence, as it is not proper for a wise man to be of a
different opinion from others, and to be silent
concerning the truth, stir up, I exhort you, within
yourself the spirit of wisdom to write, and at length
begin what may be profitable to yourself and to
others, especially if you consent to write in
accordance with Scripture, and tread in the tracks of
its words and will.




3. 6TLyap odte 600 AYEVVITO AKNKOUUEY OVTE
£V €lg 000 dMPNUEVOV 0VOE COUATIKOV TL
nenovOOc pepabnKapey 1| TEMOTELKANEY,
dé0moT0, GAA’ €V HEV TO AyEvvnTov, £V 08 10
VI a0 TOoD AANOGS Kai 0vK €K TG ovoing adTod
veyovog, kaBohov g POGEWC TG AyEVVITO
un petéyov 1 0v €k g ovoiag ovTov, GAAL
YEYOVOG OAOGYEPDC ETEPOV T POOEL KOl TH)
duvapet, Tpoc TeAeiay OpOLOTNTA S100EcEMG TE
Koi SUVALEMC TOD TEMOMKOTOG YEVOUEVOV- 0D
TNV ApYMV 00 AOY® HOVOV AdtyNTOoV, GAAG Kol
évvoig ovk avOpmm®V HoVoV GALY Kol TGV
VIEP AVOPDOTOVG TAVTOV EIVaL AKATAANTTOV
TMEMGTEVKALLEV.

3. We have never heard that there are two unbegotten
beings, nor that one has been divided into two, nor
have we learned or believed that the unbegotten has
ever undergone any change of a corporeal nature. On
the contrary, we affirm that the unbegotten is

one. One also is that which exists in truth by him, yet
was not made out of his substance, and does not at all
participate in the nature or substance of the
unbegotten, entirely distinct in nature and in power,
and made after perfect likeness both of character and
power to the maker. We believe that the mode of His
beginning not only cannot be expressed by words but
even in thought, and is incomprehensible not only to
man, but also to all beings superior to man.

4. Kai tadto oyl Aoylopong E0vTdV
voBépevot, AL’ Ao Tiic ayiag Ypapig
HELOONKOTEG AEYOLEV: KTIGTOV Elvar Kol
OepeMmTOV Kol YEVVNTOV Ti] 00cig Kol 1|
GVOALOLOT® Kol AppNT® PUCEL Kal TH)
OLO1OTNTL Tf] TPOG TOV TEMONKOTA
pepodnKapey, mg antog O KOpLog enov: “O
0e0¢ ExTIoE pe apyiv 680GV avtod,” kol “Tipo
700 0i®dVog £0gpneMmoé pe: TPo 0& TAVTOV
fouv@yv yevvl pe.”

4. These opinions we advance not as having derived
them from our own imagination, but as having
deduced them from Scripture, whence we learn that
the Son was created, established, and begotten with
respect to his essence and his unchanging,
inexpressible nature, in the likeness of the one for
whom he has been made. The Lord himself tells us
this: ‘God created me the beginning of his ways;
Before the ages he established me; he begat me
before all the hills” [Prov. 8.22-23,25, LXX]

5. &l 82 8 adtod, ToVTéSTIV dm’ adTod MV, (Og
av uépog avtod 1j €€ anoppoiag ti|g ovaiag,
0VK GV &TL KTIGTOV 0088 OgpeMmTOV Elvorn
ENEyeTO" 0VOE aTOG AyVOoELS, KOple, AANOAC.
TO YOp €K TOD AYEVVITOL DTTAPYOV KTIGTOV £T1
VO’ ETEPOL T VT’ aVTOD T BepeMwTOV 00K GV
€in, & apyfic dyévvntov LTAPYOV.

5. If the Son had been from him or of him, as a
portion of him, or by an emanation of his substance,
it could not be said that the Son was created or
established; and of this you, my lord, are certainly
not ignorant. For that which is from the unbegotten
could not be said to have been created or founded,
either by him or by another, since it is unbegotten
from the beginning.

6. €i 8¢ 10 Yevwn oV awtov Aéyesbon Hdpaciv
Tva TaPEYEL, OC AV €K TG 0VOI0G TG TATPIKTC
adTOV YeEyovoTa Kol etV €k TOVTOL TNV
TOVTOTNTA TG POGEWDG, YIYVOOKOUEY MG OV
nepi aToD HOVOL TO YEVYNTOV Elval enov 1
YPaeY], ALY Kol &l TV dvopoimv adTd KoTd
nwhvta 1] evostl.

6. But if the fact of his being called “the begotten”
gives any ground for the belief that, having come into
being of the Father’s substance, he also has from the
Father likeness of nature, we reply that it is not of the
Son alone that the Scriptures have spoken as
begotten, but that they also thus speak of those who
are entirely dissimilar to God by nature.




7. kol yap kol &n’ avOponwov enoiv: “Yiovg
£yévvnoa kol Yymoa, a0Tol 0 pne
N0étnoav,” Kol “Odv 10V YeVVi6avTd O
gykatémes,” kol &v etépoic “Tig,” pnoi, <o
TETOKOG fDLoVg dpOG0V;” 00 TIV VGV EK
TG POOEMS S1MYOVUEVOG, BALN TNV £’ EKAOTM
TV YevoueEvav €k 10D BovAnuatog o tod
Yéveotv. oLOEV Yap EoTwv &K TiG OVGiag avToD,
avta, 0& PovAN LTl aDTOD YEVOUEVO, EKAGTOV,
G Kol £YEveTo, €0Tiv.

7. For of men it is said, ‘I have begotten and brought
up sons, and they have rebelled against me;’ [Is. 1:2];
and in another place, ‘You have forsaken God who
begat you” [Deut. 32:18]; and again it is said, ‘Who
begat the drops of dew” [Job 38:28]? This
expression does not imply that the dew partakes of
the nature of God, but simply that all things were
formed according to his will. There is, indeed,
nothing which shares his substance, yet everything
which exists has been called into being by his will.

8. 0 pév yap Bgdg, T 8¢ TPOG OUOLOTNTO OO TOD
AOY@ Suota Ecdpeva, T 0 ko’ EKOVGLUoUOV
yevoueva: o 0& TavTo o1’ o Tod V1o 10D He0D
vevoueva, Tavta 6¢ ék Tob 0eod. dmep Aapav
Kol £EPYOGAIEVOG KOTA TNV TPOCODGAV GOl
0e60ev xapv, ypayor T® 6eoTOTN LoV
AAEEAVOP® OTOVOACOV: TETIGTELKA YOP OG €l
YPAWELNG ADT®, EVIPEYELAG AVTOV.

8. For there is God on the one hand, and then there
are the things in line with his likeness which will be
similar to the Word, and these things which have
come into being by [his] free will. All things were
made by God by means of the Word. All things are
from God. When you have received my letter, and
have revised it according to the knowledge and grace
given you by God, I beg you will write as soon as
possible to my lord Alexander. I feel confident that if
you would write to him, you would succeed in
bringing him over to your opinion.

TPOGELTE TAVTAG TOVG €V KVPim. EPPOUEVOV GE
Kol VTEP NUAV gvYOLEVOV 1| Beia yapig
dtapuAdrTTol, décmoTa.

Salute all the brethren in the Lord. May you, my lord,
be preserved by the grace of God, and be led to pray
for us.
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